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Section Two cover story 


The jilted women who 
fought and won 


B 


A slice of the pension cake for divorced wives 


Including seven days of television and radio 


Scientists capture the colours of creation 


Discovery may lead to vaccine 


TOM WILKIE . 

Science Editor 


Scientists have found a man ^io 
cannot catch the virus that 
causes Aids -and his blood may 
bold the key to developing the 
first vaccine. 

In his blood the New York- 
er Steve Crohn has the first 
known substance in the world 
that will defeat the HIV virus. 

Scientists already knew of 
many individuals who remain 
healthy fo^ayeiy long time be- 
tween infection with HTV and 
developing fuU-bfown Aids. The 
difference in the case of Mr 
Crohn is that be appears to be 
resistant to infection with HTV 
in the first place. 

Mr Crohn, 49. a freelance ed- 
itor for Fedors Travel Guides, - 
and another New. Yorker who 
also appears to be immune, 
were discovered by a young 
Glaswegian scientist. Dr BID 
Paxton, of the AaronDiamontf . 
Aids Research Center, in New 
York. Dr Piston mid his col- 
leagues have foundafiather 23 . 
people who, although not com- 
plctely immune, show some 
degree ofresistance to HTV in- 
fection: Many ot'tbese individ- 
uals have remained free of 
HTV despite a history of unsafe 
sex with multiple sexual partners 
who subsequently died of Aids; 

From tlnae- individuals. Dr 
Paxton and his colleagues have 
taken the white blood cells - 
known as CD4 cells- irftich are 
the particular-target of HJY cul- 


tured the cells in the laborato- 
ry, and tried unsuccessfully to 
(meet them with HIV. In the 
case. ctf Mr Crohn’s cells, the re- 
searchers ctiuld only get the in- 
fection to^take” by flooding the 
cultured- -cells with huge 
amounts of virus-far more than 
would be present in the course 
of a naturally occurring form of 
infection; . . . 

There have been indications 


that scane people might be re- 
sistant to HIV infection, be- 


cause of the chance shuffling of 
the genes they inherited from 
their parents. Some prostitutes 
in Afncahave remained HIV 
free despite frequent unsafe het- 
erosexual encounters in coun- 
tries where the rate of HTV 
infection is very high. 

However, this evidence is 
only statistical. The new re- 
search has identified specific 
indrathials.and their biochem- 
istry to work out the precise 
stechanim} of resistance. 

Dr Paxton said yesterday, 
“If. we can determine what is 
protecting' these people, then-, 
you' cm envisage therapy or 
vaccine design.” 

pr Paxt on and his colleagues 
have, already identified one set 
of biochemical- compounds, 
known as chemokines, which 
appear to be acting in these peo- 
ple to defeat HTV These sub- 
stances were fust recognised 
only five years ago and appear 
to play a role in the immune sys- 
tem, -the body’s defence 
against invading bacteria and 


viruses. They report their find- 
ings in the April issue of the sci- 
entific journal Nature Medicine. 

Conventional vaccines consist 
of antibodies to the infecting 
agent produced by the immune 
system but, partly because HIV 
subverts the cells of the immune 
system itself and partly because 
it is highly variable, no one has 
succeeded in producing a vac- 
cine against it. The chemokines 
Dr Paxton and his colleagues 
have found are not antibodies. 
They are involved in the “in- 
flammatory ” response - when 
a wound or ate of infection be- 
come inflamed. 

. “1 do not believe that next 
week everybody will be inject- 
ing -chemokines and coring 
Aids, but definitely, we’re on a 
line,” Dr Paxton said. 

Dr Paxton stressed that any 
vaccine or treatment was still a 
long way off: *Tm realty worried 
about haw people will take this 
news -people should not give 
up a safe-sex policy.” - 

For Mr Crohn, the thought ■ 
that his blood might hold a vi- 
tal secret iu the battle against 
Aids “would be very touching 
to -me”. His partner, Jerry 
Greenwood, died of Aidsin 
1982 - before the disease even 
had a name. “I haven’t had a 
partner since,” Mr Crohn said. 
*Tve Bad affairs and several of 
the people I went with have 
died.” To the prospect that a 
vaccine-might be' based on his 
blood,. Mr Crohn could say 
only, “this is kind of wonderful”. 


Hot spots: The Cambridge University telescope image showing traces of the Big Bang in 
the night sky and (right) its position in relation to the stars 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 


The different colours in this pic- 
ture represent a breakthrough 
by British Icchn,':: s. ■ - and 
our clearest picture /St of the 


rised that when the universe 
came into being , about 15 bil- 
lion years ago, the galaxies be- 
gan to form where matter and 


energy were clumped together. 
SUv.:; variations in density 


origins of the universe. 
The ranee of colour 


The range of colours here 
represent a total temperature 
difference of just 0.00001 degree 


Centigrade, in a part of the night 
sky which reveals distant echoes 


of the Big Bang. It was captured 
by CAT a new radio-telescope 
designed by physicists at Cam- 
bridge Unrversity and situated 
near the city. 

Scientists have long theo- 


should show up as different tem- 
peratures in the sky, since the 
universe was enormously hot at 
its birth. Space is not com- 
pletely cold: in fact it has an ef- 
fective temperature of 2.7C 
above absolute zero, where ac- 
tivity stops entirety. But the vari- 
ations are now tiny. 

In 1992, the US space agency 
NASA offered definitive evi- 
dence of this, when its COBE 
satellite produced a picture of 


10 suicides after child abuse case 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs. Editor 


Ten young people killed them- 
selves following their experi- 
ences at the hands of sex 
abusere in care tomes in Gwyd, 
according to the independent 
report into the scandal suj>r 
pressed by the county coahcfl. 

The deaths are highlighted in 
the unpublished report's sum- 
mary, where'.ii caUs for a full 
public judicial inanity under 
local government legislation,-- 

Sources also revealed that the 
inquiry team, led by John 
Jillings. former director of 
social senses m Derbyshire,!^ 
called m Ute- report for the 
North WhlespoKoe force to sub- 
mit to an investigation by. the 


Police Complaints Authority. 

- After a threat fromits insurers 
that negligence cover could be 
revoked, Clwyd council put a 
block : on publication of the 
300-page report and gagged 
councillors from even iw/ealrng 
the call for a public inquiry. 

The new disclosures come as 
North W^les Police signalled its 
readiness to get a High Criurt 
order to force Clwyd to release 
files on up to 30 young people 
- as part of a fresh investigation 
into the activities of a local car- 
: '.ex of children with a previous, 
conviction for indecent assault. 

. in this second instance of’ 
Qwyd refusing to release cru- 
: dal information about one of- 
, Britain’s worst child abuse scan- 
dals, the council insists it is 


obliged to claim public interest 
imroniiity in relation to the 
documentation. 

Officers want the files to 


tabled a Commons motion call- 
ing on Mr Hague to honour a 
pledge made in September 1992 


trace the youngpeople who 
were in care in Clwyd as chil- 


by Gwilyrm Jones, a Welsh Of- 
fice minister, to bold a public 
inquiry after allegations were 
made against social services 
staff and police officers. 

David Owen, former Chief 
Constable of the North Wales 
force, also backed such an in- 
vestigation once criminal trials 
had been concluded. 

The Jillings report is also un- 
derstood to make reference to 
“prominent" people being in- 
volved in the scandal, but says 
that it bad neither the resources 
nor the authority to address that 
suggestion. 

Most of the young people re- 
ferred to in the report are said 


dren. The inquiry could even- 
tually spread to other parts of 
the country, where the individ- 
ual has had past responsibility 
for the care of about 1,009 
young people. 

Ron Davies, shadow Secre- 
tary of State for Wiles, has writ- 
ten to William Hague, the 
Secretary of State, urging him 
to place tiie JiHings report in the 
House . of : Commons library - 
but no response from the Welsh 
Office bad emerged last night. 

Rhodri Morgan. Labour MP 
for Cardiff West, last night 


to have taken their own lives. 
Where children's interests were 
in conflict with the authorities, 
the report says: “We have found 
that in many cases the interests 
of institutions and professions 
have come first instead.” 

One North Wales source last 
night put the number of con- 
sequential deaths at more like 
16, with young people hanging 
themselves, overdosing on 
drugs, slashing their throats or 
wrists and jumping off bridges 
or roofs. 

But there was at least one 
coroner's verdict that one young 
man had been unlawfully killed 
in a fire. Some of the suicide cas- 
es were key witnesses in the 
criminal trials that followed 
the first police investigation. 


BT in 
talks 
on £35bn 
merger 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 
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Three British soldiers 'were 
found guilty yesterday of killing 
a young Danish woman in 
Cyprus. The court in Lanarca 
said that Allan FbrcL27. from. 


• ’ * 

Major seeks European 
deal to end beef crisis 


Birmingham, Justin Fowler, 28, 
fromJFhimouth and Geoff Per- 
nelL, 24. from Oldbury, had 
committed manslaughter, con- 
spiracy to rape and abuduction 
in 1994. They will be sentenced 
next week. 


COUNBROWN 


Schools choice 

Afischoofc could be offered the 
chan&fobeannefulty selective 
in aWhitr Raper that mil be 
published iriTnne. ■ . page 3 



John Major will today demand 
the lifting of the worldwide 
ban on British beef at the Eu- 
ropean summit in Turin in re- 
turn for a package of measures 
to destroy millions of cows and 
compensate farmers, in the 
hope of restoring consumer 
confidence. 

The first steps in a massive se- 
lective slaughter programme 
. began last night when Douglas 
Hogg, the Agriculture Minister, 
announced a series of interim 
measures aimed at restoring 
confidence and persuading the 
European Commission to lift 
Lbeban. 

. They included an immediate 

ban on the sale of meat from 


newfy slaughtered catfle over 30 
months old; extending specified 
bovine offal (SBO) controls to 
slop possibly infected cattle 
heads and lymph glands enter- 
ing the food chain: £l-5m a 
week compensation to the ren- 
dering industry: and £50m a 
year in EU aid for the slaugh- 
ter of bull calves up to 10 days 
.old. 

The hard-bargaining was al- 
ready underway on the British 
package on the eve of today's 
summit between European 
Commission and British offi- 
cials, led by Richard Pucker, 
permanent secretary to the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Mr 
Hogg will meet Franz Fischler. 
the European Commissioner in 
Brussels today. 


The final deal could be 
reached at a meeting of agri- 
culture ministers on Monday, 
but Mr Major’s key demand will 
be for the early lifting of the ban, 
which ministers believe is the 
only hope of rebuilding con- 
sumer confidence. 

The Prime Minister will be 
seeking a cut in Britain's annual 
contributions to the EU to pay 
for Lhe compensation, which 
could amount to £500m a year 
for farmers. 

The package, approved by 
the Cabinet yesterday, will in- 
clude selective destruction of 
cows, and could last for years. 

The BSE affair, described by 
one official as a “huge crisis'’, 
is certain to dominate the for- 
mal opening of the conference. 


BT and Cable & Wireless are 
in talks which could lead to a 
£33bn merger - the largest in 
UK corporate history and con- 
siderably bigger that last year’s 
£9.3 bn merger of the Glaxo and 
Wellcome drugs groups. 

The merger discussions were 
confirmed last night by C&W, 
which is worth more than 
£Ilbn, after weeks of stock- 
market speculation over the 
on-off relations!) ip between the 
rival companies. 

The merger would require 
Government permission and 
would inevitably result in the 
disposal of Mercury Commu- 
nications, C&W's UK sub- 
sidiary and the single biggest 
competitor for BT. 

The admission from C&W 
followed feverish rumours in the 
City, which were accompanied 
by surges in the share price of 
both groups. The company said 
that the talks were “explorato- 
ry" and “may or may not lead 
to a merger - . 

BT confirmed last night that 
talks between the two compa- 
nies' advisers had taken place. 

Sir lain Yallance, BT* s chair- 
man. is believed to be have held 
talks since the end of last year 
with Brian Smith, C&Ws chair- 
man. and Rod Olsen, acting 
chief executive. His approach 
followed Cable & Wireless’ de- 
scent into chaos after a bitter 
boardroom struggle. 

Pull story; page 23 
Comment, page 25 
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the entire sky. showing “ripples" 
in its temperature, confirming 
the t heories and giving a broad 
glimpse of the after-effects of 
the Big Bang. 

This picture shows those rip- 
ples in far greater detail than 
COBE did, from a time when 
the universe was onlv about 
300.000 years old. CAT is 40 
limes more sensitive lo tem- 
perature variations than COBE 
yet cost a fraction as much - 
£250,000. rather than $300tn. 

Rather than a satellite, the 
team used three radio antennae, 
each 70 centimetres wide and 
two metres apart. This let them 
filter out the atmospheric effects 


gag 


wM 



that usually trouble ground- 
based experiments. 

FoUowing the success of the 
work the British Government 
has agreed to fund a £2.5m ar- 
ray of 10 such antennae, which 
wiU be based on Mount Teide 
in Tenerife. The new telescope, 
known as the “Veiy Small Ar- 


ray”, will be used to help to an- 
swer more detailed questions - 
about the age of the universe, 
its rate of expansion, and two 
key questions: how much un- 
seen, or “dark", matter is out 
there, and how the galaxies 
formed a( all. 

The red comet, page 21 
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Past-track Bill to combat tafbtli^ 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

^Government is planning to 
jnfroteanewraftoffast-olcfc 
legislation co ttehten security in 
the waice of ife decision to 
end the ceasefire and renew its 
combing campaign. 

Michael Howard, the Home 

**retaiy, yesterday held private 
discussions with opposition 
spokesmen in the hope of se- 
eming cross-party support for 
legislation as early as next week. 


The move follows represen- 
tation by police to put tightened 
security checks -particularly on 
passengers using public trans- 
port - on a Sneer statutory foot- 
ing and to strengthen stop and 
seiucb powers in relation to sus- 
pected terrorist offences. 

Details of the discussions 
were being kept co nfident ial last 
night but ministers are believed 
ideally to be seeking to secure 
the new powers before the 
Easter recess which begins next 


Thursday. This would almost 
certainly only be possible if the 
government had cross-party 
support, including that of Jack 
Straw, die shadow Home Sec- 
retary who took part in yester- 
day's discussions. 

Labour has been careful not 
to obstruct the Government 
on counter- terrorism measures 
and the party earlier this month 
shifted us stance towards the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act by 
deciding to abstain on the issue. 


although 25 Labour MPs defied 
the leadership and opposed 
the renewal of the Act. Fbr the 
previous 12 years Labour had 
opposed the renewal of the 
Act on the grounds that it sus- 
pended civil liberties with pow- 
ers of detention without trial, 
and orders to exclude Northern 
Ireland from mainland Britain. 

Substantially tighter security 
checks have already been in- 
troduced at Britain’s 27 ports, 
along with greater use of dosed- 


circuit television. Police have a 
filmed record of the 7,000 vehi- 
cles coming into the country . 
each day. Security checks have - 
generally been tightened on 
passengers, luggage and vehicles 
passing through ferry ports, the 
Channel TUnnel and connecting 
railways. 

But the police have also been 
pressing for measures to ensure 
that the newly tightened secu- 
rity is on a firm legal footing. 
One possibility is for vehicle 


checks to be underpimmed 
statutorily by an amendment to 


the Maritime Sb 
ation Act. But 


ingandAvi- 
tbere were 


package could also be intro-' 
duced under a simple piece of . 
primary legislation. 

Yesterday's talks are under- 
stood to have involved Alan 
Beith, the Liberal Democrats 
Law . and Order spokesman, 
and Ken Maginnis, the Ulster 
Unionists:' Security spokesman. 


Ihe-SDLP and the Welsh and 
Scottish nationalists have also 
been informed. 

The Intelligence and Securi- 
ty Committee said it- would 


intelligence wtiidii-may have. 

helped lead- to the XJbddands 
bombing in Febjniajy. Tbe com- 
mittee . will also examine 
whether M15 should be- given 
the lead over police in North- 
ern Ireland for coimter-tenor- 
jsn^ ffs ft h a S f n *t>p- ffianyfan d. 


The BSE risk: Ministers ponder logistics of mass slaughter as authorities reveal death of ario^er ^ 


HaiTodsmaKe new 
daimagainstschooi 

. Ha trods'd aimed in court that 
itsjrepuXation for ail things ex- 
JceDcritwas in danger of being 
poflutaTbythe “badodoaT of. 
a stfx yannaf at a soiitb Losoop 
prepschool. - - • . . 

f TfeKmghtsbridge start has. 
asked the Court of Appeal to 
: ban the prep from calling rtselr 
.The Harrodian School cm the 
grounds that it fe passing itself 
off as having some connection . 
I witliHarroS and trying to cash 
! in on the company’s good will. 
The Judgement was expected 
yesterday, bat in the mean- 
time, TIarrods came up with 
fresh evidence - press cuttings 
^faring how the school's own-, 
•er; Sir Alford Houstoun- 
BdesriiB, had ■ sacked Ms wife 


Doubt over vets’ 
role in killing 


woman 


JAMES CUSICK and PAUL 
HELD 

The co-operation of Britain's 
veterinaiy surgeons in any 
planned mass sla lighter of cat- 
tie aimed at eliminating BSE 
was yesterday put in serious 
doubL 

Bob Stevenson, president of 
the British Veterinary Associa- 
tion, said crucial to the success 
of any mass slaughter would be 
the supervision of the killing by 
both Ministry of Agriculture 
vets and private practice vets. 
He said the public would de- 
mand that vets were present to 
see that the killings were hu- 
mane and that adequate pre- 
cautions on the further spread 
of the disease were taken. 

However Mr Stevenson said 
that calls for a mass slaughter 
meant “science was being left 
behind" and was an unnecces- 
saty sacrifice. “I would like to 
think vets would co-operate. But 


there is serious question over 
whether many will have any- 
thing to do with this." 

He added: “In 1 967 both 
government vets and private 
practice vets formed a cohesive 
force to deal with foot and 
mouth discase.Tbday that co- 
hesion docs not exist." 

In Cheshire a vet. Francis An- 
thony. said: “There will be no 
co-operation from the veteri- 
nary profession. Unless this 
slaughter is supervised by vets, 
the public will not be reas- 
sured about anything." 

Mr Anthony said colleagues, 
who studied the relevant sci- 
entific evidence, believed mass 
slaughter was unnecessary. “"We 
are being asked to take part in 
a Frankensteinish slaughter.'* 

If the Government do a U- 
tum on their response to the 
BSE crisis the most likely op- 
tion would be the culling of old- 


Scientist demands 
action to stop 
‘Russian roulette’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Urgent action to improve the 
study of the disease pattern of 
BSE in cattle and Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease in humans is 
needed, a leading biostatistician 
said yesterday. 

Britain has been playing 
“Russian roulette with no in- 
formation on the odds", by 
allowing beef to be consumed 
from farms where cases of BSE 
have occurred, said Sheila 
Gore, a senior statistician at the 
Medical Research Council's 
Biostatistics Unit in Cambridge. 

The prevalence of infected 
cattle by age has not even been 
monitored by the random ex- 
amination of cattle brains after 
slaughter, and any cull strategy 
must include such studies to 
establish the prevalence of BSE 

“We must do that, rather than 
just burn the information," Dr 
Gore said. That was particularly 
important, given that more than 
half the infected cattle report- 
ed in 1995 were born after the 
ban on infected feed was im- 
posed in 19S8. 

In a leading article in the 
British MedicaUoumti, Dr Gore 
said there is “the strongest 
case" for random pathology on 
slaughtered cattle, to establish 
what proportion are affected at 
what age and provide projec- 
tions for the disease in animals. 

Much more detailed infor- 
mation about the 10 human 
cases of CJD - exactly when 
they occurred and at what age 
- m ust be published, to allow 
the “doubting time" of the 
epidemic to be established. 

The CJD Surveillance Unit, 
set up in 1990, has fulfilled its 


remit “spectacularly and speed- 
ily” by identifying the 10 cases 
which led to last week’s action, 
she says. 

But the quality of epidemio- 
logical data being collected is 
nowhere near as good as that 
which Britain established for 
Aids and HIV Now that the 
issue has become a public- 
health rather than agricultural 
problem, the “signal failure" 
to provide good epidemiology 
must be remedied. That would 
allow better projections of the 
risks and the likely course of the 
two diseases. 

Results from a study, which 
started seven years ago to es- 
tablish whether dams can pass 
BSE to their offspring, must be 
released rapidly and every reg- 
ulation covering BSE must be 
reviewed. 

The study is being run as a 
blind trial, with researchers not 
knowing which calves came 
from cattle with the disease and 
which came from cattle which 
are free of it. Seven years on, it 
is now time to examine the re- 
sults, which are crucial for pro- 
jecting future levels of the 
disease in cattle, and which 
have implications for humans. 

What, Dr Gore asks, is the 
evidence for excluding cattle 
under 30 months from the new 
de-boning and offal provision, 
when “some bo vines under 30 
months are certainly infect- 
ed”? 

“Let us have done with 
misleading the profession, the 
public and the press with un- 
qualified ‘no evidence' state- 
ments. AH evidence must be 
quantified." 


er cows, as proposed by the 
NFU - some 15,000 a week for 
three years. 

The logistical difficulties fac- 
ing the Government are enor- 
mous. 

Ministers have so far not 
ruled out the prospect of bury- 
ing carcasses in authorised 
dumps or using household in- 
cinerators. MAFF has admitted 
the removal and destruction of 
older cows from the food chain 
which could see mass pits being 
dug on farms, animals shot 
with a bolt pistol and their car- 
casses burnt, is an option. 

There are only nine inciner- 
ation plants in Britain licensed 
to handle around 1.000 cattle a 
week. These are already de- 
stroying 300 cows infected with 
BSE each week. Only 7 per cent 
of the older cows e armar ked for 
culling could be coped with, a 
shortfall of around 750,000 
head per year if the NFU pro- 
posal is adopted. 

The use of household incin- 
erators was dismissed by Phil 
Burns, of HM Pollution In- 
spectorate: “The sheer practi- 
calities make it impossible. 
They are designed to burn pa- 
per and plastic not a tonne of 
meat.” 

Emission standards from 15 
of the 35 domestic waste incin- 
erators in Britain have failed to 
meet EU standards and are ex- 
pected to be shut down by the 
end of the year. 

. However the Licensed Ani- 
mal Slaughterers and Salvage 
Association, is convinced that if 
the NFU plans were reduced, 
incinerators could cope with 
around 3,000 a week, operating 
around the clock, seven days a 
week. 

Chris Ashworth, technical 
adviser, said dairy cows at the 
end of their life should 
be culled and only those from 
herds with a confirmed 
BSE case in the past three 
years. 

“That would bring the figure 
down to between 100.000 and 
150.000 a year. That number 
would decline over five years to 
around 50,000 a year. We could 
cope with that" 
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■ WILL 'BENNETT . • ‘ ; 

- A young woman from Kent 
has died from Creutzfekft- , 
Jakob disease, the human form 
of BSE, health authorities 
revealed yesterday. i 

The death of the woman, who 
was a 29-year-old accountancy j 
. student; fits the pattern of 
deaths amcmgyoimgerpafi^ts j 
which prompted f ears that CJD 
might be caused' by :BSBt J 
infected "beef in ~ the human 
. food chain. :'.•.•• | 

A spokesman, for Kent and ; 
eantertHiiy Hospital where the- j 
woman died on 9 Rdnuaiy, said: 
“A woman did die from GfD at 
the hospital. We refened-the 
case to the heaith authority-T •• 
. Dr Chandra Kumar, consul- 
tant in communicable disease 
control vrith East Kent Health 
Authority,, said? “Tfests are . 
' being carried ont, but the results 
are not yet known. If is not a 
notifiable disease, trai because 
pf the ament situation, tins case,, 
has been brought to our atten- 
. tioa’’.' 7 

It is not known whether the . 
case has been referr ed to the. 
Government-funded CJD Sur- 
veillance Unit, wfiicEfi locking 
V. qfaD deathsfitmxlhediseaseto 


had an affur with a teacher. 

Water bills promise 

Awatef company with sproeof 
rhft Wgh estchaTges in thecoun- 
tty says that it will nokxnger.c&s- 

oonnect domestic customers 

■ who do not pay up. Sbiith West 
Water witi employ more debt 
counsellors- and managers to 
"help customers with financial 
difficulties, but will take court 
action against non-payees. . 

Holidayhabits 

^bungmafebt^ 

: seek sophistication rather than . 
sun, san d and sex while on for- 
eign trips, says a new survey. 
Pubbing, clubbing and sun- 
ha Hi mg are very much out, as - 
lg-34year old British men opt . 
for sport and cultural activities, 
reveal' brewers Hemeken. 

Asbestos ruling 

| Judgment has been reserved in 
the Court of Appeal bid by en- 
gineering company T&N to 
; overturn a. High Court Tuling 
:that it must pay. damages over 
two cancervictaiiswho as cKfl- 
drmplayedin thedriftsof white 
dust wfaadt blanketed the roads • 
around their homes. Hie deri- 
sion lasf year was the first time 
a comt had awarded wmpeo- 
kationiiqr asbestos daimsmade. 
by anyone pt her t Kan workers. 

Rugby, player appeal 

■ A rugty playerwborecdved the 
longest jaO sentence ever in*?:, 
posed for on-field violence can 
3^>eaLBulGfcHJc^terlock 
Simon Devereux, ZT^who was 
convicted of :gtiewourbdd3y . 
harm against an opponent and 
jailed for nine months, was 
refused bad. by the Court of 


"V- T'j £ V %fgj] de^^fMmlhddiseaae.to 

. y-‘- -C , *» f-tty/fe ertabtish k pattern. A 
; V;':. •/*’ spokeswoman.' 

' - •/. . ; ' ... ' db not discuss indiridiial cases.” 


Hanging in the balance: A BSE-infected cow is prepared for burning, at .a 
government-registered incineration plant near Cambridge Photograph: Bilan Harris 


Voodoo casts its spell over 


The victim, whofrad been zQ 
fortwp yeais,-isiiot being iden- 
• tified. Jby the ho^hal at the 
requestofher faemybut she is 
beueyed to have come from 
Cmiteibuiy. The case is thought' 
to be only the second in .Kent 
in the past 20 years. . 

. The woman is not one of the 
10 pD. victims who Scientists 
previously studied and who 
they believe . may have have 
acquiretfajiew strain of the dis-' 
ease from beef infected with 
BSE Those casesprompted last 
week’s govenuh rat announce^ 

. ment w*fch led to the current 
beefscare. * " : ; V J 


“ Gems after more Man 20 j 
yeasSs their ieMSfriptjk las * 
be^rev eafed. T he 
lionaire druimncr: .sin cer antfs 
spi^writE^hasdeddedto critr-4 
ceotratefolltime on hisSofooe* 
reer, AIbn m .sales have-toj^jcd . r 
SOimflion smee Gallms^^^ took - 
by^r.as the band’s anger from > . 
I^ter GabriclwhC quit in 1975, - 

Skeletons dug tip 

■ Quaaiy wufkEt s have unearthed : 
fire remains of aileast a dozen ' 
humans who may have been % 
ritualfy killed 4,00Q years ^o. 
The bodies, whfcfa include chil- 
dren; were found in an ancient 
charmed «if t in - 
Notrin^iamdrireariddgtefiTOi 
'the late neolitijic '^r early r - 
.broiiab age,betweety2,00G’hnd . 
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In an average week wild horses 
could not drag most to agri- 
culture questions. It is bad enough 
having odd bits of farming 
chucked into die middle of Trie 
Artfuxx, intenupting the adulteries 
and alcoholism with bohed-on 
conversations concerning feed 
prices and farrowing. In the 
House, the “sons-of~the-*o3'' self- 



of the representatives of British 
agri-business arc more than most 
human flesh can bear. 

But where wild horses have 
failed in the past, yesterday mad 
cows succeeded. After all the av- 
erage Labour members only 
contact with livestock is the local 
city farm, (usually comprising 
three okl goats, a gaggle of bad- 
tempered geese and a sow called 


Arthur^ 

So Opposition MPs mustered 
instead to represent that signifi- 
cant section of the electorate 
which depends on eating food for 
its survival 

That agriculture is a priority for 
Tories is reflected in the calibre 
of their ministerial team. The Wi- 
liam but choleric Douglas Hogg, 
with his strange forehead t two odd 


vertical creases run parallel to his 
hairline, making it look as though 
the back and tides of his head 
have been added quite recently) 
and small face, has held bis no-, 
(orious temper in check for an en- 
tire crisis now. 

His second-in-coinmand, An- 
gela Browning, has sensible short 
hair with sensible voice and man- 
ner to match, and is reassuringly 
broad in the beam. There are 
many mare like her leading girls, 
in choruses of “The Quartet 
master's Sores" around^wspfoes 
all over southero-Eta^and. 

Labels team is not a success. 
Hogg's shadow. Gavin Strang, 
seems assailed with sdf-doubt and 
hesitation, as if continually ask- 
ing huoself why . Labour should 
have an agriculture spokesman at 


altAsv^nHiwmjpxl^BE^the 
lower Jm.;Cort5denre;fa&j^be' 
higher hisvoiabecoiaes. 7 £1 
When he urged LabciariScae- 

Mr 

Hogg, tr readred ^oog-whistic 


Bet fhetfttffa &&at Labour is 
not realty a big^afrt oftirisbusi- 
nes^Espcci^rKWthatthefo- 

-Tony Marlow cast the first brick. 
“The biggest problem imposed 
upon om-fbod-indastiy- comes 
from ther European Commis- 
sion!" he declared. Angela 
Bnjiomgagieed, referring to the 
“disgraceful dbiaon of the sd- 
emists of Europe; based not on 
the sdeace’L.Q'r TheSdence, as 
I suspect min ist eis now think of 


wftfr'ourown, 

'“In fins counuy we take ded- 
skms based on life Science. In 
Eunye theyfaBed todbisa’* The- 
implication wasthatwledaDti- 
nent ifk 'pie ' Ifeljgic^rds: The' 
Vbodoo tteif guides poEcy-mak- 


David .. Amess (fiasfldon)^ 
turned to Stic “Essex fitijermeu 
are fed^ upwoth being^Iowed to 
catch onty tiddleis. ^iie the rest 
of Erirope-are aflowod thca ^ 

^^^^sTVmterton (Congle- 
ton) went further. What was be- . 
ing . done to .vkeej) pjflagng 
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The last thing people pick 
up before going shopping. 

'Housewives are iar more iikeiy to take notice of information from the 'radio than any other medium o^o™. 
^cung shopping. In tact. Commercial Radio Has a larger audience even than Commercial TV, right un ( il •‘•op- 

Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 




For more iniormation about advertising an CoatmerdaT Radio, contact your advertising agency. 
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FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Cprre^ndent^. W. 

All schools conld bp offered the* 
chance to become fuHysefective- 
in a White Paperto he -pribS 
Eshed in June; the Secretary of 
State for Education. Giffian 
Shephard, said yesterday. 

In an apparem rirmbdowp in 
the faceof pressure from the 1 
Prime Minister/MisShephard 
said that the move could mean 
a new grammar school in every 
town. John M^or wants to dis- 
tinguish dearly between the 


- . Conservatives’ . education 


; Tty uni*, is. keen to see the 
setting: Up of .new, privately 

TSacked^grammaj- schools. 

V Mrs: Shephard denied ru- 
mours that there bad been any 
rift between herself and Mr Ma- 
jor; but leaders of the teachers’ 
unions claimed she had clearly 
' been '“whipped into'line”. 

; 1 lb a speech at the Institute of 
Education in London yesterday, 
Mrs .Shephard promised a 
range of. options aimed at in- 
creasing the proportion of 


REBECCA. FOWLER 

A femafe academic has infuri- 
ated feminists' with her contro- 
versialdaim .foat women are stfH 
happy for their phcefo be in die 
home, surrounded by : house- 
work, while their male coun- 
terparts pursue high-powered 
careers. - ; .• ' • 

Dr Catherine Hakim;a senior 
research fdlow at the London 
School of Economics, oHrnns ' 
that only one in . three wojneh 
are totally career-minded, one 
third do notwanttoworkat all, 
and the rest by to combine both 
while believing domestic chores 
are mainly their responsibility. 

In an unprecedented retali- 
ation, a group of 11 eminent 
academics have signed a state- 
ment of protest Dr Hakiin has . 
also beerr accused of failing to" 
support her theories ynth re- 
search and hot taking into ac- 
count economic influences. ‘ 
But in an acerbic response.to 
her critics. Dr Hakim -accuses 
them of ignbriig differences in 
attitudes amongwdmen,many 
of whom she says have been let 
down by fe minis m' Defending 
her views&r foe Journal of.Sor 
oology, she Ha imy thal fratrrntste 
have created. “ misleading 
''myths'’, with. a. disproportion- 
ate focus Qn the needs of career 
women rather than h ous e wiv es. 



I*' 


JubHanfc Helen Btmiber wais 
victim of ‘splteand malice’ 


In her paper, entitled Five 
Myths on Women's Employment, 
DTHakm said most women be- 
lieved in separate roles in mar- 
riage,’ with the man mainly 


and the wife tending the home. 

. She said: “The unpalatable 
truth is that a substantial pro- 
portion, of women still accept 
the sexual division of labour, 
which sees, homemaking as 
womens principal activity, and 
iriedme-earningas men’s prin- 
cipal activity ig.lffe.” 

; Dr Hakim .also said that - 
there was no ' evidence that 
wommi with better educations 
. and higher-paid jobs fell dif- 
ferently. She added: “If any- 
thing, the qpporite is the case, 
as women can afford to choose 
between competing lifestyles,” 
In: her own defence in foe 
journal she said that studies 
across: - ; Europe . suggested 
women bad been forced info . 
two groups, the career-minded 
or “grateful slaves”. Dr Hakim 
said: “Some people believe I am 
being anti-feminist. . . all I am 
Saying is that not every woman, 
feels the same way ” 

Since she published her pro- 
nouncements, Dr Hakim, has i 
been accused of betraying die 
fight for equality for women. 
Some fenmusts have refused to 
talked to her. r ' 


grammar-school zeal 


pupils which each school could 
select 

The Government has already 
raised the limit from 10 peT cent 
to 15 per cent, but speaking af- 
ter yesterday’s lecture Mrs Shep- 
hard said a 100 percent limit was 
a possibility. In a consultation on' 
the 15 per cent limit, only 15 out 
of L500 organisations consult- 
ed said that they were in favour. 

Ruling out a return to the bid 
11-plus system of selection, she 
said she had no particular fig- 
ure in mind for me number of 
new grammar schools she want- 


ed to sec. “‘'We don't want to im- 
pose uniformity. We want 
schools to build on their own 
strengths. We do want to sec 
more diversity and more selec- 
tion if that's what parents and 
schools want,” she said. 

She and the Prime 'Minister 
were completely in agreement 
on the matter, she added, re- 
ferring to newspaper specula- 
tion about a split. “There is no 
rift between us. It really has 
been a ludicrous period in our 
lives,” she said. . 

This summer’s White Paper 


wQl propose an expansion of lo- 
cal management, which already 
gives schools control of be- 
tween 85 per cent and 95 pet 
cent of then budgets. I twill also 
look at ways of encouraging 
more schools to opt out. 

However, some of the pro- 
posals in the paper, including 
those on giving all schools the 
chance to move to full acade- 
mic selection, would have to be 
manifesto pledges. There would 
be no time before the election 
to pass the legislation needed 
for extra selection in local au- 


thority schools. Mrs Shephard 
said. 

David Hart, the general sec- 
retary of the National Associ- 
ation of Head Tbachers. said 
that the Secretary of State had 
been forced by Downing Street 
to toe the line. 

“I can’t believe for one mo- 
ment that she is supporting the 
line that every city and town 
should have a grammar schooL 

“If the Government is trying 
to ensure that there is clear blue 
water between it and the 
Labour Party, I don't believe the 


vast majority of parents wdJ 
cast their vote on the basis of 
which party is prepared to sup- 
port a greater amount of se- 
lection,” he said. 

Doug McAvoy. general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said: “The Secretary 
of State has today demonstrat- 
ed the Prime Minister's infinite 
capacity for making things 
worse. Mrs Shephard is about 
to plunge the entire school 
admission system in this 
country into urter chaos by 
reintroducing selection." 
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Giant step: Model-maker Peter Roberts puts a final touch to a London scene at Lego land Windsor, which opens today Photograph: Philip Meech 



Woman broker wins £81j)00 for victimisation 


A CSty broker was awarded 
record compensation of £81,000 
yesterday after suffering right 
years of sexist victimisation 
from her Japanese bosses. 

- Helen Bamber, 33, said she 
feft Vindicated 'and claimed It 
was “a day of shame” for in- 
ternational investment bank 
FtijL An industrial tribunal 
Jaundied a scathing attack on 
the bank, the third largest in foe 
. waikl for trying to intimidate 
herandrain hejheputation. 


Miss Bamber, of Hampstead, 
north London, said she suffered 
continually on foe grounds of 
her sex; being paid £43,000 a 
year as- a Euro-bond dealer 
while a male colleague received 
£170,000. She won her daim for 
sexual discrimination last year 
but returned to the tribunal af- 
ter failing to agree compensa- 
tion and damages. 

-Tribunal chairman Ian Lamb 
accused the' bank of showing 
“ma!evolenibe,‘spite, malice and 


arrogance intended to insult and 
cause pain to the applicant". 

Miss Bamber told the hear- 
ing Fuji still bore a grudge 
against her and tried to black- 
en her name with her new em- 
ployers, a British bank in foe 
Qty, by sending a letter about 
her case to foe chief executive. 

Mr Lamb said: ‘'The conduct 
of foe respondent in this case 
is. off the known scale of ag- 
gravated damages . . . this is an 
exceptional case which justifies 


an exceptional award.” He crit- 
icised Fuji’s deputy managing 
director, Michael Cole, who 
represented the bank and at- 
tacked Miss Bomber's integri- 
ty by accusing her of conspiring 
with her representative and 
boyfriend, Cameron McNeilL to 
extort money from the compa- 
ny. “The two aspects to foe 
counter attack were wholly un - 
founded and we rejected foe 
theory Mr Lamb said. 

Miss Bamber was given 


£24.000 for future loss of earn- 
ings and a further £20.000 for 
loss of earnings at Fuji up un- 
til April 1994. when she left. 

She received £12,000 for her 
difference in salary within the 
two years since she worked 
there. £20,000 for aggravated 
damages and £5,000 for injury 
to her feelings. With interest the 
final figure could top £100.000. 

Miss Bamber joined Fuji In- 
ternational Finance as a grad- 
uate trainee in 1986 and was 


consistently praised for her 
work and allied “one of their 
key sales executives” after earn- 
ing the company hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year. But 
she claimed on one occasion di- 
rector Takashi Yoshida told her 
to resign after she spurned his 
sexual advances during a busi- 
ness trip. 

Mr Cole had earlier accused 
Mr McNeQl of cooking up the 
sexual allegations to “add spice” 
to his girlfriend's claims. 
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Fire 
brigade 
liable for 
damage 

Hampshire County Council 
was today facing a compensa- 
tion bill of up to £12m after a 
judge held the county’s fire 
brigade liable for the partial de- 
struction in a blaze of a prestige 
company headquarters in 
Basingstoke. 

It is believed to be only the 
second judgment ever obtained 
against a fire service in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom for alleged negli- 
gence in the course of its work. 
The council is expected to 
appeal. 

The fire broke out in the roof 
of the state-of-the-art head- 
quarters in Basingstoke of Dig- 
ital Equipment Ltd, known as 
The Crescent, in March 1990. 
The owners. Capital & Coun- 
ties pic, had fitted an automat- 
ic sprinkler system which, it 
was claimed, would have limit- 
ed foe damage to a small area 
of the roof void if it had not 
been turned off by the fire 
brigade. 

The allegation was that the 
firefighters stopped the 
system while the fire was 
still blazing in foe erroneous 
belief that there were no 
sprinklers in the roof void; 
that the firefighting was 
somehow being hampered by 
sprinklers at first-floor ceiling 
level; and that these could not 
be isolated and turned off 
without shutting down the 
entire system- 

judge Richard Havery 
QC, sitting as a High Court 
Official Referee. held 
there was no justification for 
the fire officer in charge to 
depart from the principle 
that sprinklers should be kept 
running until a fire was com- 
pletely under control. He said 
the decision was "a bad 
blunder”. 

The judge rejected an argu- 
ment by foe fire brigade that it 
owed no legal duty to foe own- 
ers of the building and, like foe 
police, was immune from being 
sued as a matter of public 
policy. 
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A murder trial was halted and 
the jury discharged yesterday to 
allow' the defence to investigate 
new information. 

Marcel Williams. 32. of Old 
Traffnrd. Manchester, was on 
trial at Liverpool Crown Court 
accused of shooting dead a 
man who was ftypo sting notices. 

and wounding his partner. 

The court was told that new 
information had been provided 
to Mr Williams's QC. Michael 
Mansfield, and he wished to 
pursue it. 

Mr Justice Smedley said it 
was impossible for the four-day 
trial to continue. "It is not the 
kind of investigation that can be 
done in a day. so very regret- 
tably I am going to have to dis- 
charge you." he told the jury. 

Mj Williams denies murder- 
ing Chris Horrox. 30. and at- 
tempting to murder his business 
partner. Jimmy Carr. 46. Mr 
Carr and Mr Horrox were out 
flyposting on the night of 2 May 
1994 when Mr Carr was hit by 
four bullets and Mr Horrox was 
shot through the head. 

Mr CarT has told the court 
that he and Mr Horrox were 
sticking up posters in Man- 
chester when they were shot by 
Mr Williams. Mr Carr said that 
after being shot, he pretended 
to be dead. He said he was shot 
twice more and then heard Mr 
Williams shoot Mr Horrox. 

Mr Williams who claims he 
was “set up" and was nowhere 
near the scene of the shooting, 
was further remanded in cus- 
tody until Monday. 
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Virgin canvas: Visitors to the new Gallery of Modern Art in Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow, for its 
ceremony yesterday. The collection is open to the public from tomorrow Photograph: 
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Minister quits 
over baptism 


UPGRADE TO A SUPREME VI-SPRING 
BED AT NO EXTRA COST 

I F Wl ARE THINKING OF Bl'YING a new bed. For decade*. Vi-Spring beds have been the 
Vi-Sprinj; has a unique proposirion for vou. On benchmark of quality throughout the bed industry, 
new order, placed up to 20th Mav vou can buv a The SLTRE.ME versions of these beds are made to 
Sl PREME version of the Baronet, Herald. even higher specifications. The Herald SUPREME 's 
Reg\l or Tiab a for rhe standard model price. upholsterv for example has die addition of natural 
\'i-lspring SlTREME beds represent the ultimate in curled hair for added comfort. In partnership with 
luxun and comfort and ore hand made to a higher specialist retailers, Vi-Spring is funding this 
opecilication than din other beds. Udng the unique remarkable offer which adds up to substantial 
\ i-Spring hand pocketed spring system each savings. Simply cut out the voucher and take it to 
tensioned steel spring work., independently to rest one uf the participating specialists and make the 
thoroughly everv part of the body- comparison for voursclf. 


A Methodist minister yesterday 
announced he had resigned be- 
cause of an “amicable" dis- 
agreement with his church over 
the issue of bapdsm. 

The Rev Terry Pottle, based 
at Amble, Northumberland, 
said he no longer wished to per- 
form the ceremony - which 
placed him in direct contra- 
vention of chinch policy. 

“The position is very simple: 
the Methodist Church main- 
tains a position of baptising ba- 
bies as a sign of God’s love and 
offer of grace to all people," said 
Mr Pottle, who serves six 
churches and is also Methodist 
chaplain to Addington Prison. 

“From my point of view this 
was not the practice of the ear- 
ly church, neither is it taught in 
the Bible. The Methodist 
Church requires ministers to 
baptise infants where appro- 
priate. I feel that I can no 
longer, in good consdence, do 
this and have therefore ten- 
dered my resignation, which has 
been accepted by the President 
of the Methodist Conference. 

“Obviously. I am very sad to 
be going but as a minister 1 feel 
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Care in the community: Policy changes after d^Jble death 

‘Agencies failed 
to provide for 


— • * 


opening 

Paul Reid 


I have to maintain my own in- 
tegrity if I am to preach the 
Bible to other people. But it is 
an amicable parting under the 
circumstances." Mr Pottle, 45, 
and his wife, Marie, are due to 
leave their tied home in August 
after four years of service. 

Mr Battle said that if anyone 
approached him asking lor a 
baptism he referred them to an- 
other minister who would do it, 
which meant the church was not 
turning anyone away. 

He said he wished to con- 
tinue as a minister and was now 
considering approaching other 
Christian denominations which 
did not cany out baptisms. 

The Rev Dr Stephen 
Mosedale, the Methodist Co- 
ordinating Secretary of Church 
Life, based in London, said: “We 
do have a clear policy about 
what we expect of our ministers 
as regards infant baptism: it is 
that they are required to be 
willing to baptise them in 
appropriate circumstances. 

"Therefore, it is inevitable a 
minister who no longer feels 
willing to undertake baby bap- 
tism will have to resign." 


GLENDA COOPER 

A schizophrenic who killed his 
mother and then committed sut- 
ride was let down by “inade-_- 
quate” care in the community,, 
an inquiry said yesterday 
Last April Robert Viner, 42, 
a civil engineering graduate 
who had lived in the community 
since 1982, battered his 'moth- 
er, Muriel, to death at her 
home in Corfe Mullen, Dorset, 
with an exercise weight and then 
killed himself with an over- 
dose. 

The report came the day af- 
ter the inquiry into the care and 
treatment of the schizophrenic 
triple killer, Jason Mitchell, 
called for a shake-up in mental 
health laws. 

While the independent in- 
quiry found that the Viners’ 
deaths could not have been 
predicted, it noted that there . 
had been no consideration of 
the needs of Mrs Viner, 76, who 
had cared for her son for 15 
years. 

This was exacerbated by the 
“deficiencies" in communica- 
tion between health, social ser- 
vices and housing authorities 
who failed to address the needs 
both of her and her son. • ■ 

At the inquest last August, 
which recorded a verdict of 
unlawful killin g on Mrs Viner, 
and an open verdict on herson, 
it was heard that Mrs Viner felt 
her son should move into shel- 
tered accommodation. 

Three days before the deaths 
a community psychiatric nurse 
had found Mrs' Viner "at the 
end of her tether" with herson 
and Colin Greaves, her son-in- 
law. also told the inquest she 
had been so concerned for her 
safety that she had hidden all 
the mtchen knives. 


The inquiry found that Mrs 
Viner would have benefited 
from having somebody to talk 
to. She would not confide in her 
GF and one friend described 
her as “a prisoner of .her son". 

It states: “It must be a mat- 
ter for concern that Muriel 
Viner could have cared for her 
son in the community for a sub- 
stantial number of years and yet 
have had no effective contact 
with the social services depart- 
ment which would have en- 



Robert Viner: Mother 

could have got more help 

abled her to have access to 
assistance in her own right”. 

The inquiry said there was do 
clear evidence that staffing lev- 
els had an adverse effect on 
care, but noted that a lade of 
special needs housing "may 
have hampered the successful 
management" of the case”. 

Mr Viner was not included in 
the Care Programme Ap- 
proach, under which the men- 
tally ill are given a key worker. 
Dorset Health Commission said 


it had now extended the pro- 
gramme so that it included all 
patients in contact with. spe- 
cialist mental health services. 

The chairman of the inquiry. 
Anthony Harbour, said : “We 
recognize that the profession- 
als involved in Robert Viner’s 
and Muriel Viners care worked 
with compassion and dedica- 
tion. Nevertheless we consid- 
ered this case highlights the 
ina deq uacy of the limited im- 
. plementadon of the care pro- 
gramme approach which was 
adopted in Dorset." 

Toe report also found a lack 
of communication between 
agencies which “contributed to 
a failure to fully identify the 
needs of either Robert or 
Muriel Viner and to provide a 
comprehensive care plan". 

The health commission said 
it was implementing an action 
p lan to ensure the 36 recom- 
mendations made by the inquiry 
were swiftly implemented and 
£750,000 had been set aside to 
develop support for carers in 
Dorset and a Carers’ Charter 
had been introduced. 

More community psychiatric 
nurses and seven new social 
worker posts have been creat- 
ed to support the work of men- 
tal health teams with regular 
monitoring of those under the 
care programme approach. 

The chief executive of the 
commission, Ian Carruthers, 
said: “The deaths of Robert and 
Muriel Viner were a regrettable 
tragedy . . . Important changes 
in service provision have already 
been made in the light of an in- 
ternal inquiry into the deaths. 
In addition the agencies in- 
volved . . . have signed up to an 
action plan to ensure the inquiry 
team’s recommendations are 
carried forward." 


Families ‘need mare say’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The balance between the rights 
of the mentally ill and those of 
their families needs to tip back 
in favour of the families. Mar- 
jorie Wallace, chief executive of 
the mental health charity Sane, 
said yesterday in the wake of 
the Jason Mitchell and Robert 
Viner reports. 

At the same time, she 
warned, the Government’s re- 
cently announced package to 
improve help for the mentally 
ill remained completely inade- 
quate. 

Both the Mitchell and Viner 
cases - in which one killed his 
father and the other his moth- 
er - showed that relatives were 
not listened to and failed to get 
the support they needed, she 


said. “The professionals, as 
usual, took the view that they 
would wait until something 
worse happened," she said. 

The problem, she said, was 
that psychiatrists, nurses and so- 
cial workers all acted as advo- 
cates for die patient, “but (here 
is no one to act as advocate for 
the families. 

“There are people working 
for the rights and fulfilment of 
the person who is mentally ill, 
but not for the rights of fami- 
lies, and particularly of elderly 
parents. And there is a conflict 
of interest between the two. 

“There obviously has to be a 
balance struck, but the pendu- 
lum has to swing back. There is 
too little attention paid to the 
needs of relatives and carers." 

In neither of the recent cas- 
es, she said, would the- package 


of new measures announced by 
Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary 
of State for Health, help. 

It involved a £95m pro- 
gramme, far from all of which 
was new money, which includ- 
ed new 24-hour nursed homes 
to proride asylum for the most 
distributed schizophrenics and 
others who need the “long stay" 
care which used to be provid- 
ed hospital. But divided up be- 
tween health authorities, she 
said, that amounted to around 
£500,000 each - barely enough 
to run just one of the 20-bed 
units each, even if the capital to 
build them was found. 

“What are they meant to do 
with all the rest of the people 
who don’t qualify for these few 
facilities?” she asked. “These 
measures simply do not match 
the scale of the problem." 
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Vi- Spring n a Founder Mrabn of The Sleep CouikJ 


JAMES CUSICK 

Plans for the introduction of 
electronic road rolls on Britain's 
motorways, regarded as crucial 
to the Government's future 
transport strategy, are faring 
further serious delav after the 
withdrawal of half the private - 
sector coomanies involved in de- 
veloping the toll technology. 

Charges for using the 2.000- 
mile motorway network were 


being planned for introduction 
in 1998 with the Government 
banking on receiving £700m 
from the toll charges. Elec- 
tronic tolling would also have 
provided the key to charging 
motorists on new roads fi- 
nanced by the private sector. 

A year ago the Department 
of Transport was trumpeting 
Britain’s potential world lead in 
electronic toll technology. Trails 
were scheduled to begin this 


summer on the M3 with eight 
leading firms involved in de- 
signing a national toll system. 
However the timetable slipped 
back 18 months. Now, with the 
withdrawal of the three firms, 
there is even more delay. 

Although the DoT said the 
withdrawals were for “com- 
merriaT reasons, the project has 
allegedly been dogged by disil- 
lusionment over government 
pricing policy arguments. 


Siemens, one of the companies 
who pulled out, would not com- 
ment on the decision yesterday. 

The DoT confirmed yester- 
day that it “would be unlikely 
for the motorway trails to com- 
mence this year”. A report in to- 
day’s Economist suggested the 
entire project was on the verge 
of collapse. 

The continuing delays have 
put the- idea of selling toll 
charges to the public, “per- 


ilously close to the coming gen- 
eral election”, according to 
Whitehall sources. There has 
been growing concern in some 
government circles that de- 
scriptions of the electronic road 
charges as a potential “poll tax 
on wheels" were justified- One 
study, compiled by the Centre 
for Policy Studies, concluded 
that there was “a real risk of civ- 
il disobedience" if any system 
was not completely accurate. 
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In the light of current events, we have taken the decision to source all beef 
supplies outside the United Kingdom. This decision has been based solely on our 

customers’ continued concern and apparent lack of confidence in British beef. 

■ ••. ; ’ - r 

Managing Director of Burger King Europe, Craig Bushey, made this announcement: 

l 

"As we have stated previously, all Burger King patties are made from heef of the highest 
quality, taken from prime cuts of forequarter and flank that contain no offal or mechanically 
recovered meat. In accordance with the latest government statement, we are confident 
that this beef is safe to consume. 

However, our customers’ lack of confidence in British heef, the related potential 
damage to our business and threat to our employees’ livelihood has caused us to take the 
decision to source beef outside the UK until confidence in British beef is fully restored.” 

I 

From Saturday 50th March, and until further notice, all beefburgers served in 
Burger King restaurants will be made with non-British beef. 

You will still be able to enjoy the BK Chicken Flamer; Chicken Royale, Spicy 
Beanburger and all other items on our menu. Naturally, should 

BURGER 

Circumstances change in any way, we will keep you informed through g^| 
the press and our restaurants. 

i • ■ . • • • - • 

®J3urger King is a registered tradwnaifc or Burge* King Corporation. ™Flamer is a registered trademark of Burger King Corporation. 
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Call for agency 
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research fraud 
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Grand concepts: Rob Lee yesterday working on his sculpture of William Blake's God, destined to join Atlas, Medusa and three other figures at 
the Natural History Museum's new Earth Galleries which open in South Kensington, London, in July Photograph: Jos6 Mcftfeste 

Churchill papers purchase was ‘vital’ 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Lord Rothschild, chairnun of 
the National Heritage Memo- 
rial Fund, yesterday defended 
himself against charges of 
squandering lottery money on 
the £13m purchase of the 
Churchill archive. 


The decision last May to buy 
the papers from the war leader's 
family, including the Tory MP 
Winston Churchill, was one of 
the first grants by the NHMF, 
which distributes* lottery mon- 
ey for heritage projects. 

* Lord Rothschild came under 
attack from some members of 
the Heritage Select Committee. 


Joe Ashton, Labour MP for 
Bosscdaw, said that there had 
been some doubt whether Win- 
ston Churchill. Sir Winston's 
grandson, was the legal owner 
of the archive. 

"Surely people who spent 
money on lottery tickets would 
not have wanted their money to 
end up in the pockets of Chur- 


chill's grandson?” be asked. 
"There are thing? in national life 
which are somehow sacred 
icons in this country. We helped 
save the first letters Nelson 
wrote with his left hand and 
Wellington's dispatch from the 
Battle of Waterloo." Lord Roth- 
schild replied. 

The select committee dis- 


agreed about the value of the 
purchase. John Maxton, Labour 
MP for Cathcart, told Lord 
Rothschild: "You were right to 
spend that money on acquiring 
the Churchill papers, but you 
never should have had to. It was 
a disgrace that any member of 
the family should have de- 
manded money for the papers." 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A UK agency to police allega- 
tions of scientific fraud. 
protect whistle-blowers who 
inform on colleagues was called 
for yesterday by Britain’s top 
two medical journals. 

In a unique collaboration, die 
Lancet and the British Medical 
Journal produced separate lead- 
ing articles demanding action as 
a new book detailed more than 
70 proven or suspected cases of 
scientific dishonesty and fraud 
worldwide. 

Britain's medical profession 
'harbours a culture that prefers 
to sweep such problems under 
the carpet”. Dr Richard Smith, 
the BMJ’s editor said, while Dr 
Richard Horton, the editor of 
the Lancet , declared that "pro- 
fessional self-regulation has 
failed”. 

If Britain's medical and sci- 
entific community - the Royal 
Colleges, the General Medical 
Council the Royal Society, the 
research councils and other 
bodies who fond research - do 
not an this time, the govern- 
ment will have to, Dr Smith 
warned. But an attempt last year 
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to setup such a body foundered 
when representatives of the 
Royal Society, the Medical 
Research Council and the 
General Medical Council were 
; “scornful" of the proposal, Dr 
Smith said. 

■ The call has been given top- 
ical urgency by the General 
Medical Council's decision last 
week to strike off Dx Geoffrey 
Fhirhurst, a Merseyside GP 
who was Vice-chairman of a 
medical ethics committee and 
a former government adviser, 
who forged patient’s consent 
forms for drug company- 
sponsored trials which earned 
him at least £15,000. 

It also follows the case last 
year of Malcolm Pearce, the 
consultant obstetrician at St 
George’s Hospital, south-west 
London, who was struck off af- 
ter falsely claiming to have re- 
located an ectopic pregnancy - 
one that begins in the fallopi- 
an tube, which transports eggs 
to the womb - into the womb, 
producing a successful birth. He 
also published false claims 
about a trial involving 191 
women in a journal which he 
edited. 

Fraud in medical research is 
now “pervasive’’, the Lancet 
said But the response to sci- 
entific misconduct in the UK 
and many other countries “has 
been one of casual indiffer- 
ence'’. 

An agency to investigate 
fraud, review complaints and 
establish the true prevalence of 
the problem is “urgently need- 
ed", it added. 

The article went on to ask: 
“How many more patients will 
have to be mistreated and how 
much more dishonest research 
will have to be conducted and 
published before our compla- 
cency finally damages the 
reputation of the medical re- 
search community beyond re- 
pair?" 

The United States, Den- 
mark, Norway, Finland Austria 
and Australia all now have ‘‘co- 
herent systems” for tackling 


the problem. Dr Smith said Tbe 
US system is a Commission of 
Research Integrity, set up by 
Congress and the Department 
of Health because of the sci- 
entific community’s inability to 
deal adequately with miscon- 
duct”. 

Allegations must be fully in- 
vestigated with both whistle- 
blowers and those they accuse 
treated with “respect, fairness 
and openness”. 

A commission could both 
provide guidelines for institu- 
tions and individuals, offer im- 
partial investigation, collect 
data and sponsor research. Al- 
though accurate data are lack- 
ing, the Lancet said, fraud 
seems to affect between 1 in 
1000 and 4 in 1000 research 
studies. 

Personal ambition, greed, 
the need to publish to gain 
recognition and promotion, and 
league tables of university per- 
formance where research in- 
come and output is divided by 
the number of staff all con- 
tribute to fraud 

Such frauds can range from 
the criminally invented non-ex- 
istent, study, to minor and 
sometimes unwitting plagia- 
rism, to simple carelessness, to 
publishing the same results in 
different journals and being 
given authorship of papers to 
which the researcher has con- 
tributed little or nothing, John 
Howie, Professor of General 
Practice at Edinburgh Univer- 
sity, says in an introduction to 
his book. Fraud and Misconduct 
in Medical Research - the work 
which has prompted the articles 
in the medical journals. 

The lack of a career structure 
for research staff may also con- 
tribute, where those in mid-ca- 
reer become expensive to fund 
but need to continue to appear 
innovative. 

“The temptations are obvi- 
ous,” Prof Howie said The 
“fundamental” change needed 
is to shift the research climate 
firmly back “from quantity to- 
wards quality”. 


From Piltdown Man to fake drug trials 
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Open house: One of the riverside apartments built to entice otters back to the River Ken net Photographs: John Voos 


Designer riverside apartments 
are being built for oners to 
entice the animals back to die 
Thames region after pollution 
forced them to flee in the 1950s 

The National Rivers Au- 
thorin' together with wildlife 
conservation groups in Berk- 
shire, Oxfordshire and Wilt- 
shire. are working with the 
local water authorin' to re-es- 
tablish the otters. 

“Otters vanished from the 
area in the late- 1950s and 1960s 
because of excessive river 
pollution.” said a spokesman for 
Thames Water. “We don't want 
to artificially rc-introduce otters 
into the area, so we are build- 
ing homes for them to find.” 

Each new otter holt consists 
of an underground chamber 
measuring two metres square 
with access, via pipes, to the riv- 
er and nearby land. The cham- 
bers are divided into “rooms” 
with concrete slabs. 

The locations of the holts are 
being kept secret to protect the 
otters' privacy, but all are along 
the river Kennet in Wiltshire. 
The initiative follows a similar 
scheme along the upper 
Thames last vear. 













Heavenly creatures: Otters were forced away from rivers by pollution in the 1950s 


The sites were selected by 
Mark Satinet, the Kennet Ot- 
ter Habitat Project Officer with 
the Wiltshire Wildlife TrusL 
“Otters were once found 
throughout England,” he said, 
“but pollution and habitat loss 
have caused their numbers to 
decline rapidly. These new 
apartments arc ideal ... as [ot- 


ters] are secretive creatures 
and like dark, quiet places near 
water.” Oners were recently 
seen in the area for the first time 
in 20 years. John Lawrence. 
Thames Water’s waste manag- 
er, said: “We want to do all we 
can to make life easier for the 
otters now they are returning to 
the region's rivers." Thames Wh- 


ter has invested £550m in im- 
proving sewage works in the re- 
gion and plans to spend another 
£300m by the turn of the cen- 
tury. “Our investment at sewage 
treatment works has paved the 
way for their return . . .We hope 
that new riverside pads will 
make them feel even more 
welcome." 


offenders 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


A guide to catching serial 
{tillers, multiple rapists, kid: 
nappe rs and aimed robbers, is 
to be issued io senior detectives 
for the first time. The confi- 
dential manual also supports the 
use of offender profiling in ma- 
jor investigations and givesa list 
of rccommecdedpsycbologists 
who can be used in trying to 
track down serial offenders. -- ; 

Police' officers belief that 


new investigative techniques 
and modem technology such as 


DNA sampling will reveal that 
there are many more serial 
murderers and rapists than pre- 
viously thoughLThev also pre- 
dict that many major crimes, 
previously believed to have 
been one-offs, are Jinked. . 

The handbook is being drawn 
up by the Association of Chief 
Police Officers following a num^ 
her of serial crimes, including 
the murders tamed out by 
Frederick and Rosemary West, 
and the case of Michael Sams, 
who was jailed for life in 1993 
for the murder of Juite Dart and 
the kidnapping of the estate 
agent Stephanie .Slater. Tbe 
police believe important lessors 
have been learnt from these 
types of linked cases. They also 
want to draw together all the. 
forensic and technological 
advances of tbe past decade. 

Until this publication the 
police had not produced their 
own guide to catching major 
criminals. In 1983, following the 
conviction of the Yorkshire' 
Ripper, Peter Sutcliffe, the 
Home Office produced a cir- 


cular called The Im-esdgaiion of 
a Series of Mcqor Crimes, but that 
it now considered out of date 
and inadequate. 

Among the subjects covered 
in the book are the latest 
interview techniques, the use of 
computerised incident rooms, 
how to. manage a major inves- 
tigation, training, how the 
media can help in investigations, 
and what help detectives can get 
from the newly-established 
Crime Faculty. • . 

rllie'book. which will only be 
available to senior investigating 
officers, says offender profiling 
- the technique of predicting the 
likely characteristics of an of- 
fender - can be a useful tool in 
major investigations. There have 
been remarkable successes using 
such techniques, John Duffy, the 
so-called Railway Murderer who 
was contacted of rapes and mur- 
ders near railway lines in Lon- 
don in 1986, was caught as a 
direct result of a profile compiled 
by Professor David Canter. 

The manual follows a year: 
long inquiry by a working par- 
ty of Acpo's crime committee, 
headed by Detective Chief Su- 
perintendent Michael Jenkins, 
of the West Midlands police. 

Inspector Clive Parsons, the 
group's secretary, said: “You 
have got to except that we are 
going to find more linksbe- 
tween serious crimes in the fu- 
ture. We are trying to get 
officers not to treat major 
crimes as one-offs - we want 
people to consider links with 
other incidents. The police now 
acknowledge that they should 
be looking for over-all patterns 
of crime.” 
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Royal triumph: Portillo sets up independent trust to preserve seafaring links and architectural and historic integrity of Wren’s masterpiece on T hames 

University wins bid 




college site 


Plans backed personally by the 
Prince of Wales were accepted 
last night as the winning bid to 
turn the historic Royal Naval 
College Greenwich into 
Britain’s foremost Baroque site. 

Michael Portillo, the Secre- 
tary of Stale for Defence, also 
announced that an independent 
trust would be set up to preserve 
(he architectural and historic in- 
tegrity of the famous site. 

There was a nationwide out- 
cry when plans were unveiled to 
close the naval college which is 
housed in the twin-domed 
palace and lease out the build- 
ings. But Mr Portillo delighted 
conservationists by announcing 
that the University of Green- 
wich was the most appropriate 
contender to he the main oc- 
cupant, with Lhc National Mar- 
itime Museum using certain 
sections. 

Some of the buildings will be 


concerted to provide sheltered 
accommodation for retired sea- 
farers and their wives or widows. 

Dr David Fu&ey, Vice-Chan- 
cellor of Greenwich Universi- 
ty. welcomed the announce- 
ment. "1 am absolutely 
deliehted (hat the university 
has been identified as the most 
appropriate, main occupant of 
the Royal Naval College site.” 
he said, adding that the main- 
tenance and preservation of 
the architectural and historical 
integrity of the site "remains a 
top priority”. 

Dr Fussey stressed there 
would be improved public ac- 
cess to allow both local people 
and visitors to enjoy part of the 
nation's great heritage. The 
university” will work alongside 
the Government in an attempt 
10 secure World Heritage sta- 
tus for Greenwich and trans- 
form it into a British Versailles. 


Detailed negotiations will 
now begin to refine the plans to 
occupy the college site. 

Mr Portillo said the inde- 
pendent trust would pay par- 
ticular attention to the college’s 
historical associations with the 
Royal Navy, with a senior 
retired admiral likely to be one 
of the trustees. He acknowl- 
edged the announcement would 
be a disappointment to the sev- 
en other bidders for the 150- 
year lease. 

But he said: “The Govern- 
ment is determined that the fu- 
ture use of the Royal Naval 
College should be one worthy 
of the magnificent site and in 
the best interests of Greenwich 
Hospital and the nation." 

Virginia BottornJey, Secretary 
of State for National Heritage, 
said the announcement con- 
firms the Government's com- 
mitment to adopt the most 


effective means for ensuring the 
future conservation and use of 
‘‘these exceptional buildings". 

Concerns over the future of 
Greenwich prompted the 
Prince of Wales to call a meet- 
ing with senior ministers and 
heritage experts in the riverside 
buildings last November. A 
spokesman for the prince said 
he would be “pleased to hear 
this great news". 

It is expected that the mar- 
itime museum will use the 
famed Painted Hall and Chapel, 
while the university will occu- 
py the other areas for teaching, 
research and administration. 

More than S00 organisations 
originally e.xpressed an interest 
in Sir Christopher Wren's mas- 
terpiece on the Thames. But the 
size of the building and the strict 
requirements that ruled out its 
use for the likes of an hotel put 
many potential bidders off. 









New lease of life: The Royal Naval CoBegje whose occupants wB aKfacfe shidents and refln^ seafarers Photograph: Brian Hams 
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CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent . ' 

Military personnel found guilty 
of racial discrimination will now 
face court martial under apian 
to stamp out continuing de- 
crimination in the armed forces. 

Although the Ministry of De- 
fence yesterday deaied allega- 
tions of “widespread” racism in 
in the Army, it signed up to an 
action plan recommended by the 
Commission for Racial Equal- 
ity following a report released 
yesterday which detailed indi- 
vidual cases of disc riminatio n . 

Under the new penalties, 
courts martial wfl] be considered 
regardless of whether any oth- 
er offence has been committed 
under military law. 

Hetman Ousel ey, chairman 
of the CRE, said that the agree? 
mentwith the MoD to'try.io 
achieve racial equality should 
have been concluded “a decade 
3go”. The action plan, signed by 
Mr Ouse ley and Che Permanent 
Under-Secretary at the MoD, 
Richard Mottram, lays down a 
strict timetable for the imple- 
mentation of reforms, including . 
written instructions to all key 
personnel reminding them of 
their obligations under the 
Equal Opportunities Directive; ! 
thorough monitoring of the 
ethnic origins of applicants, a re- 
view of the Army's selection 
tests for soldiers; .and special 
measures to increase recruit- 
ment of “visible ethnic minori- 
ties” into the Household 
Cavalry, which now has none. 

The 60-page report, focuang 
on the 1,000-strong Household 
Cavalry Regiment — formerly 
the life Guards and the Blues 
and Royals — was launched in 
January 1995. It followed a 
case where a black soldier who 
was discouraged from trans- 
ferring to the Life Guards in 
1991 successfully won" com-' 
pensation from the Army. Mr 


. ' itoring systems”' which were 
: “so i inadequate as to be of no 
- assistance in probing allega- 
tions of this kind". Ethnic mon- 
itoring started in late 1993 but 
: figures were kept otdy for the 
... whole Army, not for individaal 
' regiments and corps. 

. . The Household Cavalry is 
Britain’s senior regular army 
unit, dating from 1611 in the 
Restoration of Charles IL The in- 
vestigation found it had a pref- 
erence Tor officers with a family 
connection, which cduldleadto 
indirect discrimination against 
ethnk minorities. Only one serv- 

Soldier ‘felt 
an outcast’ 

The report highlighted the 
case. of “Soldier A’, who joined 
. the Army in 1984. He had 
one black and one white 
parent He recalled that one 
officer at the selection centre 
had been concerned at his 
joining the'HousehokJ Cavalry 
. and attending the Guards 
training centre at Pirbright, 
Surrey.-There he encountered . 
‘a barrage of racism’. On the 
evening of the first day he 
and another coloured recruit 
were visited by an instructor 
who warned them *Vbu two 
are going to get problems’. 

He nicknamed them ’Mustafa 
Crap' and ’Mustafa Shit'. 
Numerous incidents 
fbllowed r sometimes in front 
of hundreds of other soldiers. 
The presence of the other 
ethnic minority recruit helped 
’Soldier A', but he left and 
’Soldier A' said he then, felt a 
'complete outcast*. At no 
time did he ever make an 
official complaint 


£159 


Ouseley said that all the action 
taken by the Army to achieve 
racial equality in the past year 
had been triggered by this for- 
mal investigation. 

The report found that the 
MoD had recently introduced 
an ethnic-monitoring system 
but had “no usable data". Bob 
Purkiss, who headed the study, 
said he had found “serious in- 
adequacies in the ethnic-mon- 


ing officer, of’AngjoTndian! 1 qeh 
gin, cdukTpossWy be considered 
part of the latter; The regiment 
also had a reputation for not 
wanting ethnic .mhrority soldiers, 
which led to direct discrimination 
. Th ere had been direct, dis- 
ci uuinati cm against one soldier 
posted to the Household Caval- 
ry and against one serving in it 
However, Mr Mottram said 
“we do not accept, and neither 
does the report suggest, that 
there is widespread discrimi- 
nation in the Army as a whole”. 
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landed and waited for him 
till the moors darkened ' 

and seas grew thick- 
After centuries, absentmindedfy 

art thinking all the while of Finn, 
they took off their old grey heads 
and threw diem to cap a nearby hill 

so high and deeply nothing could take root. 

They bopped then, headless. 

down the path to an unroofed place ’ .- 

settled thetr feel in the turf 

side fcy side in a ring _ 

and addressed themselves to the future. 

By the time Finn came J 
they’d have turned to stone. .... 

no longer able to weep. 

a™tog career which be- 

S (Blood- 


j- -y- . . : 
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Adoption law 
shake-up vows 
to end race bar 

GLENDA COdPER background wben they reach IS. ''Eighteen months ago, an 

. .Step-, and foster-parents will adoption agency run by Kent 
Prospective.paxeats should no. also find it easier to adopt - 50 social services said couples who 
longer be vkaims of “political per cent of adoptions are now bad unprotected sex, smoked, 
carrectness^ jand barred from - by step-parents, " were aver the age of 37, or over- 

adoprion on grpundsof educa- , Councils will have a new weight, would be considered 
tion; race, air 'age, the Govern- duty to publicise their range of only for older children and 
ment announced yesterday. adoption services and encour- those with special needs. 

-In Uie biggest shake-up in. age more families to consider Felicity Collier, director of 
adoption law fof 20 years, min-; . . adoption, particularly families the British Agencies for Adop- 
isters saidtheywant more par- ffonLethmc communities. don and Fostering, said: “The 
ents to consider adoption, along . .The Health Minister, John picture of adoption workers 
with the options Of keeping Bowis, said: “Iwant to see a sys- withholding children from dcs- 
the abortion. '. • tein which safeguards children perate families is cruel and 

Critics claimed this could re- - without the tangle of red tape misleading." 
suit in “social' engineering" -if and the roadblock of political . - Mr Bowis insisted the best 
pressure was brought to bear on correctness. There is no room place for a child was whh its nat- 
single mothers :to give their for ruling out adoptive parents ural parents and there was no 
children- up for adoption. on such grounds of education, intention lo put pressure on 
Adoptions have fallen by age or race." single mothers- But Brian 

more than half- over the last 30 Cases that caught national at- Waller, chairman of the ADSS 
years Jn l977, ayear after the tendon include Jim and Rosa Children and Families com- 
Adoption Act, almost 13,000 Lawrence, from Cromer, Nor- mittee, said: “It feels like social 
children were adopted; about folk who were told Lhey could engineering, which is not what 
3,000 were babies, under a year', not adopt a mixed-race child be- adoption should be about, 
old. In 1991 the total was 7,000 cause of their “lack of under- . “It's counter-productive to try 

and fewer than 900 were babies, standing of racial issues". Mrs to pressure parents. If they do 
The new bill stresses the Lawrence was born to an Asian give up their baby, it can stay 
need to protect the child's we I- family in Guyana. with them for the rest of then- 

fare. It includes a welfare check- Hammersmith and Fulham lives. There are very unhappy 
list for agencies and the courts, refused one couple the right to adults with serious mental 
a new complaints procedure and adopt a Chinese child because health problems because of the 
the right of adopted children to they would be unable to ensure pressure they were put under 20, 
obtain information about their links with “China’s rich culture". 30 years ago." 


Rugby prop denies blame 


A young rugby player alleged to 
have collapsed the scrum which 
resulted in the paralysis of an 
opponent yesterday denied any 
responsibility for his injury . 

Ben Smoldon, 21, is claiming 
£lm damages for the 1991 ac- 
cident during a game between 
Sutton Coldfield and Burton on 
Trent under-19 Co Its, which left 
him confined to a wheelchair. 

Mr Smoldon. of Sutton Cold- 
field, West Midlands, a hooker, 
claims the referee, -Michaer . 
Nolan, and Burton's tight head 
prop, Thomas Whitworth, were 
to blame. He alleges that Mr 
Nolan did not take proper con- 
trol of the match, and that Mr - 
Whitworth was aggressve and 
contributed to the collapseof the - 
scrums by taking the players' 
shoulders below hip height He 


believes his injury was caused by 
Mr Whitworth moving out of 
position. 

Mr Whitworth, 22, of Low- 
er Leigh, Staffordshire, told 
Mr Justice Curtis that Mr Smol- 
don came into the scrums with 
a “forceful" attitude. 

He said that Mr Nolan of- 
fered advice during the. match 
on how to maintain a stable 
scrummage: “He told us *Be 
careful Use common sense. 
Crouch* touch, pause, engage. 
Use due care while engaging. 
Keep the scrums high'." 

He said he was told that Mr 
Smoldon was hooking the ball 
in the scrum with his left hand 
rather than his feet. Because of 
that, he held Mr Smoldon’s 
hand during a few scrums, but 
did not do so in the one in which 


he was injured. All he could re- 
member of that scrum — which 
collapsed almost at once — was 
himself, the rest of his front row 
and Mr Smoldon on the floor. 

Immediately before its col- 
lapse he maintained his normal 
scrummage position. He dis- 
missed as “untrue" suggestions 
put by his counsel, Christopher 
Symons QC, that he bad delib- 
erately collapsed or lowered the 
scrums, head-butted or punched 
an opponent or dropped his left 
shoulder and "bored in” to- 
wards Mr Smoldon. 

Mr Symons: “During this 
collapse, or immediately after, 
or after the match and in the 
weeks that followed, did anyone 
point a finger of blame at you?” 
' Mr Whitworth: “No sir.” 

The hearing continues today. 


news 


New York fashion: Donna Karan show takes it to the maxi 



NY style: A yellow leather coat over brown pinstripes (left) from DKNY, whose autumn collection took in the season's styles of military 
detailing and maxi coats, and (right) a silk velvet-beaded coat with brown fox fur cuffs from Donald Deal Photographs: Mark Cardwell / Joe Tabacca 


Top presenters go as Talk Radio flounders 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Talk Radio UK plunged into 
further turmoil yesterday after 
revelations that its political pre- 
senter, Trevor McDonald, has 
decided to quit and Simon 
Bates, the former Radio 1 disc 
jockey, had been axed. 

Jonathan King, who hosted 
the mid-morning show, has also 
been told that his contract at the 


national radio station will not 
be renewed as it struggles to 
contain losses of up to £lm a 
month. 

The decision to sack Mr 
Bates- who was hired at a salary 
of £120.000 a year - followed a 
10 per cent drop in audience fig- 
ures to just over 300,000 for his 
breakfast show which began 
last October. Surprisingly per- 
haps. research showed that lis- 
teners did not like his most 


famous contribution. Our Tune, 
which had won a lucrative spon- 
sorship deal with Kleenex. 

"It was just not popular. Peo- 
ple who listened to Bates did not 
want to know. Audience figures 
fell by 8 per cent wben it came 
on," a Talk Radio insider said. 
The DJ is now consulting his 
lawyers. 

Trevor McDonald, who 
anchors News at Ten, only man- 
aged to pull in 100.000 listen- 


ers for his flagship Sunday 
morning political show. 

The axing of the big-name 
presenters represents yet 
another U-tum for the nation- 
al commercial station, which 
hired them last year after its 
launch concept of “shock-jock” 
radio proved a flop. 

Now' struggling to maintain 
audiences of under 2 million — 
compared to 4.6 million for 
Gassic FM and 4.2 million for 


Virgin Radio, its only two na- 
tional rivals - it is now on to its 
third attempt at a fresh start 
under ihe management of 
Tratis Baxter, managing direc- 
tor of CLT, which runs the sta- 
tion. Jason Bryant, the third 
programme director of the sta- 
tion since it began in February 
last .rear, said; "I want to put a 
line-up of presenters together 
which appeals to the public. It 
sounds easy to do, but it isn't." 
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news 



warned over Forth Bridge repairs 



Safety survey: Checks reveal ‘significant deterioration’ 






Rail chiefs were yesterday or- needed improvement if deter- 
dered to improve 'maintenance ioration was to be stopped and 
of the 100-year-old Forth potential structuraj problems i 
Bridge, near Edinburgh. 


notice of its intention to issue 


in 


The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive said the mile-long 
bridge - which carries 1.000 
trains a week over the river 
Forth - was still safe, but 
Railtrack needed to repair ex- 
isting damage and step up 
maintenance procedures. 

The assessment by the HSE 
was prompted by public concern 
about the condition of the 
bridge which has recently been 
shedding large Flakes of red 
paint. 

The report sard; “The bridge 
is over 100 years old and some 
deterioration in its condition is 
to be expected. However, the as- 
sessment has indicated that 
over many years the mainte- 
nance system has not been ro- 
bust enough to present 
significant deterioration in 
certain areas of the bridge. " 

Engineers from HM Railway 
Inspectorate carried out a sur- 
vey of the condition of the 
bridge - a hazard analysis and 
structural study. In their judge- 
ment the bridge was safe in its 
current condition to carry 
Rail track's present loading. 

Although the bridge has been 
allowed to deteriorate, its struc- 
tui ’ integrity was not com- 
promised. Its carrying capacity 
in its present condition com- 
plied with modem standards of 
safe design for bridges. The ex- 
isting main:, 1 nance regime 


the future were to be avoided, 
the study said. 

Sam Robertson, chief in- 
specting officer of railways, said 
he was not alarmed by tbe 
survty, but added; “We were 
dissatisfied, disappointed, con- 
cerned to find that parts of tbe 
bridge had been allowed to de- 
teriorate with no apparent 
maintenance over long periods 
and this wun confirmed because 
of a complete lack of records." 

He explained thai when JRafl- 
track took responsibility for 
the bridge two years ago they 
found big gaps in maintenance 
records. 

“Clearly it indicates a lack 
of care on the part of people 
responsible at the time.’ 7 

Railtrack now has to meet 
several requirements including 
completing an overall survey of 
the bridge's condition, and es- 
tablishing a full understanding 
of bow the bridge and in par- 
ticular its bearings - whieh al- 
low contraction and expansion 
- were designed to work. 

It will also have to complete 
a structural assessment of the 
bridge and prepare an action 
plan for restoration and re- 
pairs. Railtrack will also have to 
prepare a maintenance plan to 
cover the future upkeep and 
monitoring of the bridge's 
condition. 

Mr Robertson said that the 
HSE had given Railtrack formal 


improvement notices in respect 
of these items. 


The report said some sec- 
ondary sections, steel angle 
straps, were so rusted they were 
broken through and had to be 
replaced. Some parts of the 
bridge had no paint or coating 
other than the oil treatment ap- 
plied when it was built “A sig- 
nificant backlog of painting 
work needs to be addressed.” 
Between 50 per cent and 70 per 
cent of the bridge required 
some sort of coating. 

The survey shewed the paint 
applied over the last 100 years 
was no longer providing ade- 
quate protection to the steel 
underneath. “In recent years, 
grit-blasting had been used to re- 
move old paint but this had also 
removed the original ofl and 
coating from the steel whieh 
gave a degree of protection. 

Railtrack said it would be 
spending more than £3m on the 
bridge in the next financial year. 
A spokesman said - “We too have 
carried out an in-depth analysis 
on the carrying capacity anH con- 
dition of the bridge and we are 
preparing a maintenance plan 
which will preserve the bridge 
indefinitely.’* 

The statement added: “Rail- 
track welcomes the Health and 
Safety Executive's report and its 
acknowledgment that the Forth 
Bridge is safe, its integrity is not 
compromised and that it com- 
plies with modem standards of 
safe design.” 
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Showing Ks age: Maintenance of the Forth Bridge needs to stepped up if stn-cturar p ' r ' ob '.eJSo 
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ADVENT 

P75 PENTIUM* 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel Pentium® 
75MHz processor. 

• 8Mb RAM..! . /’ 

• 540Mb hoid drive. 

• Dual speed CD-ROM 
drive. 

Was £1499: £1099. 
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• 8Mb RAM. 
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Amnesty International in -the 
UK may be forced to scale 
down or even cancel important 
campaigns ob human rights vi- 
olations around the worfd. be- 
cause of a financial crisis. 

The UK section of the in- 
ternational movement suffered 
a drop in income' lastryearand 
now needs to raise £600,000 
within a month to fund cam- 
paigns on China, torture and tbe 
death penalty. Management 
has already drawn up contin- 
gency plans which win involve 
slashing budgets if the money is 
not found. 

In an effort to bolster funds. 
Amnesty’s treasurer, Martin 
Lubieniedri, has written to the . 


organisation’s 127,000 mem- 
bers in the UR “If we don’t raise 
' this money in time, then 
Amnesty wul be forced to take 
a back seat on many critical cam- 
paigns, in 1996. Wc\c never had 
to do that before The fact is that 
if Amnesty is not there to stand 

up and shout for human rights 
wherever they are being abused 
' in the world, no one will be." 

. David Bull, director of the 
UK section, said: “I have been 
with the organisation for five 
and a half years and we have 
never been in this position in 
that time." Although plans had 
been drawn up in case the 
shortfall on its proposed bud- 

S et of £7;7m was not made up, 
e said he was “confident t he , 
membership would respond”. 
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APRICOT 

7 MS 540 P75 PENTIUM- 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel Pentium 
75MHz processor. 

• 8Mb RAM and 850Mb 
hard drh*. 

• Sony quod speed 
CD-ROM drive. 

Was £1549 


100 


Di*ons Doal 


1549 



APRICOT 

MS540 P90 PENTIUM* 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Intel Pentium® 

90MHz processor. 

• 8Mb RAM and 
850Mb hard drive. 

• Sony quod-speed 
CD-ROM drive. 
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PACKARD BELL 

915 P75 PENTIUMS 
MULTIMEDIA PC 

• Comprehensive software 
package. 

• 8Mb RAM and 630Mb 
herd drive. 

£1449. 



HEWLETT PACKARD 

DESKJET 400 
COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

Up to 3 pages per minute print 
speed. Usual Price £279.99. 
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CANON WC4000 C01CHJK PHNTEK 

• Up to 4 peg® per mint** (mcnol. 

• 360 x 360 dp resolution. 

• 64Kb memory buffer V\fos £299.99 


HEWLETT PACKARD , 
660C BUBBLEJET 
COLOUR PRINTER 
• Up to 4 pages per 


LEXMARK WMMBIER I5K 

COLOUR INKJET PRINTER 

• 600 x 300 dpi resolution. 

• Up to 3 pages per minute. 
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• 28.8 bps fax modem. 
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• Intel Pentium® 
PlOOMHz processor. 

• Remote control + 
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INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNT 
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0.38 
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3.56 

324 

324 


CANON 

BJC4I00 COLOUR 

PRINTER 

• Up to 3.8 pages per 
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A long tall: The comet Hyakutake in a photograph taken with a Wide Reid Planetary Camera on board the Nasa Hubb 
round the earth, on Monday when the comet was 9.3 million miJes distant. The image covers an area 2,070 miles across 
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A hairdresser was yesterday, 
awarded £220,000 damages • 
a/fer a jury decided that he was 
assaulted by police and wrong- 
ly acres ted. 

JtennethShu, 3% claimed be 
was attacked by police wfa len he 
refused to let them, into his 
London home without- a war- 
rant in July 1992. . . : " 

A- The Metropolitan Pbiice con- 
finned the award, which ' Mr 
Shu's lawyersaid was a record 
payout, but a spokeswoman 
said: “We are likely to appeal 
against the size of the, award 
rather than the Verdict" She was 
unable to say if an investigation 
is to be set up into the conduct 
of officers involved. 

Police had gone to his home 
over a dispute involving a ten- 
ant. He was arrested after 
refusing to aHowthe officers in. 

As Mr Shu celebrated his 
victory today, bis lawyer, Sidiq 
Khan, said: "My client was 
grabbed by the arms which 
were twisted up his back and 
then handcuffed behind him.' 
He was also held in a neck lock, 
which is qow illegal and not 
taught to police officers. 

‘They punched and kicked 
him in the van and be was 
kicked in the kidneys. Another 
policeman used his bade as a 
footstool and the driver turned 
round and insulted him verbally 
saying he had got no more ■ 
than be deserved. The charge 
officer told him, Tve never ar- 
rested a Chink before'. ■ 

"When he was released at 
11pm that night they threw 
him into the street in just jeans 
and flip-flops. He had to walk 
two miles home, because they 
refused to let him call a taxi." 


;■ Mr Khan said when Mr Shu 
reached his home, the front 
door was wide open and his 
stereo and other property bad 
been stolen. 

Doctors at London’s King’s 
College Hospital found that 
. Mr Shu had extensive bruising 
to hisbackand kidneys. He- was 
: passing blood and decided to 
make a formal complaint to the 
Police Complaints Commis- 
sion. Although a police surgeon 
.confirmed the injuries, the com- 
plaint was rejected and the 
hairdresser then decided to 
sue. 

Following a four-day dvD 
hearing at- Central London 
County Court, the jury decided 
in Mr Shu's favour and award- 
ed him £20,000 . in compen- 
satory damages an d £200,000 in 
exemplary damages. 

A statement on behalf of the 
Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner, Sir Paul Condon said: 
"We believe the award in this 
case to be excessive and we are 
looking to- appeal against the 
are of the award but not the ver- 
dict." An application to appeal 
was lodged with the court 
almost at once. A police spokes- 
woman added: “No discipli- 
nary action has or will be taken 
against the officers involved 
and none is planned. They 
continue, .with their normal 
duties." 

The 32-year-old hairdresser 
who arrived in London from 
Hong Kongnine yearsago, lat- 
er said: "Finally I've got justice. 
I'm really happy with what the 
jury have done. I feel terribly 
relieved.” 

He said: "I stiU don’t under- 
stand why the police did what 


PC found guilty 
of karate attack 


A Scottish police officer was yes- 
terday found guilty of launch- 
ing an unprovoked karate 
attack on a teenager being held 
in police cells. 

The hearing at Aberdeen 
Sheriff Court was told how 
Constable; Cohn Leask a 29- 
year-oid martial arts expert, 
kicked I9-year-oid Kevin 
McGeachy in the groin before 
launching a flurry of blows to 
the suspect’s head and finally 
throwing him to the ground. 

Leask, who took up karate 
and martial arts when he was 12- 
yeaisrold, had denied the assault 
which took place last July. 

The court was told that Mr 
McGeachy had been arrested 
for drugs offences and taken to 
Grampian police headquarters 
in Aberdeen for a strip search. 


Other officers in the cells wit- 
nessed Leask carrying ont the 
attack which left-the teenager 
lying on the. ground bleeding 
heavily from the head. . 

Giving evidence on his own 
behalf yesterday Leask, who 
weighs 18 stone, daimedhe had 
only used self-defence tech- 
niques on Mr McGeachy be- 
cause he feared he was about to 
be attacked. Leask, who gave a 
demonstration in court of the 
martial arts skills he claims to 
have used on Mr McGeachy, 
said his punching power 
amounted to three times his 
body weight and could cause 
serious injuries to opponents. 

Sheriff Graeme Warner 
.deferred sentence until 15 April 
for social inquiry and commu- 
nity service reports. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A man jailed fora killing he sots . 
he did not commit, will today: 
refuse to leave Long Lartin jail 
at the end of fafe prison senteaqe 
in a protestation of his inno- 
cence. : ’ . •' 

Patrick McCann - jailed 
largelv on the evidence of his, 
own family- says he will decline 
t r> Imw rht» rt-tt where. he ha s: 


rn ipnv f rni- 

served six years of a 10-year sen- 
tence, until Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary refers his 
case back to the Court of Ap- 
peal or his innocence is estab- 
lished. 

The move presents the 
Prison Service coping with over- 
crowded jails with an unusual 
problem. Usually those refusing 
to leave do so, because of per- 
sonal reasons - fear, agora- 
phobia, difficulties at home - 
and counselling normally works. 
* spokeswoman said yesterday. 
-\Vfe would treat a protest in the 
same way and hope that solves 

the problem." . . 

McCann. 40, was jailed m 
June, 2990 for the manslaugh- 
ter of Richard Holdswortb. in 

Cardiff after a drunken binge 

with his family. He was ac- 
cused of suffocating Holds- 
worth and robbing him of ash. 
A previous trial had to be aban- 
doned after a jury could not 
agree a verdict. 

But according lo McCann s 
supporters, the case agamsl 
him was always weak. 

There was evidence suggest- 
ing that Mr Holdswortb may 
hats died of natural causes. 

Further, there was no foren- 


sic evidence linking McQumto 
Mr Holdsworth’s flat Of the 167 
items tested none put him at the 
6cene of the crime, but there was 
evidence, including fingerprints, 
placing his accusers in the flat. 
They included his sisters, Brid- 
get and Susan. 

The credibility of these wit- 
nesses has since been called into 
question! Susan w as sentenced 
to four years for robbery after 
Mr Hnlftewnrth’s money was 


found in her possession - she 
claimed McCann had 'given it to 
her - but she has since ab- 
sconded from jail and is now be- 
lieved to be firing in Ireland. 

'And medical records show 
that Bridget - who has since 
died and whose evidence about 
the killing was crucial to Mc- 
Cann’s conviction - revealed die 
s u ffered alcoholic neuropathy. 
From tape-recordings of her in- 
terviews with police, experts 
have now concluded that die be- 
trayed signs ctf being open to 
suggestibility. . 

This, new evidence was sub- 
mitted to Mr Howard last year, 
asking him to refer the case to 
. the Court of Appeal. The file is 
still uttder conaderation. In 
the meantime, McCann main- 
tains he will not leaveprison on 
parole. 

He said yesterday. *T have 
protested my innocence from 
dav one. The case against me 
was absolutely ridiculous. I 
should never hare been charged 
when forensic evidence proved 
that 1 had not even been into Mr 
Holdsworth’s flat and all of my 
accusers have been in iL - 

•‘I warn lo dear my name for 
my children's sake. .. 


they did. The past three -an d-a- 
half years have been like hell for 
me. Every time I thought about 
what happened, it was just 
anger. 

.- "I hope this money will send 
a very strong message to the po- 
lice. If it had been only £3,000 
or £4,000 it would have been dif- 
ferent Pm sure it will make a 
difference for the future. 

“I need a break after this 
week. Every single detail was 
gone through in court It was re- 
ally exhausting. Psychological- 
ly, it has been difficult for me.” 

He added: ."Now I feel hap- 
piness and depression. Happi- 
ness because my case came to 
court and people believed my 
story, depression because of 
all the lies.” 


Comet Hyakutake comes in range for a close-up - 9 million miles from earth 
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NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Family doctors arc being told 
they should stop providing care 
for "patients in nureingund res- 
idential homes and for highly 
dependent patients living at 
home unless they arc paid 
extra for the work. 

A document being sent to all 
35.000 family doctors says they 
should also decline to advise 
health authorities on purchas- 
ing health care, should not take 
blood, treat minor injuries, re- 
move stitches after operations, 
provide home care after day 
case surgery, prescribe a range 
of expensive and hi-tech drugs, 
undertake vasectomies, or treat 
piles by injection without a con- 
tract to do so from health au- 
thorities or other purchasers. 

The work - all of which is 
already undertaken by at least 
some GPs - should not be 
undertaken without extra pay- 


ment. according to the British 
Medical Association’s family 
doctors’ committee. The advice 
comes in a paper which will be- 
come BMA policy if approved 
at a conference in June. 

The aim is to provide a 

restricted definition of what 
the e’dstina GPs' “core contract" 
is ahead of negotiations with 
Stephen DarrcU. the Secretary 
of Slate for Health, over a new- 
deal aimed at shifting into gen- 
eral practice more work tradi- 
tionally done in hospitals. 

GPs' leaders complain that 
significant amounts of hospital 
work - such us longer term 
care of the elderiy - have already 
slid into general practice with, 
in most cases, no extra payment. 
Defining a “core contract" 
before discussion on the trans- 
fer of other work - such as mi- 
nor injury centres, care for the 
menialiy'ill and more complex 
drug and diagnostic techniques 
- is ’ crucial" according to Dr Ian 


Bogle, chairman of the BMA’s 
general medical services com- 
mittee. which is warning of 
falling recruitment to general 
practice and low morale. 

The BMA cannot instruct 
GPs to stop doing the work - 
but its advice is that if "health 
authorities do not wish to pur- 
chasethis work, then it won't be 
done - . Dr Bogle says. 

For providing some items - 
care in nursing and residential 
homes, or hormone implants - 
GP leaders may seek national 
negotiations. Other items from 
the list include mentally til 
patients under supervision or- 
ders, varicose-vein ligation and 
screening for diabetes, induced 
eye disease other than glauco- 
ma, a range of more serious 
minor surgical procedures. 

The paper's recommenda- 
tions provide “a weapon for GPs 
to use with their health 
authorities in local negotia- 
tions". a spokesman for the 


BMA said. It is issuing the 
guidance unilaterally, not plan- 
ning to negotiate with the 
Department of Health over it 

Family doctors choosing to 
provide the "non-core" ser- 
vices should be convinced they 
arc financially attractive and 
that they offer a reasonable 
profit margin. “The end result 
should be an increase in GP 
income." the document says. 

Defining the "core" service 
enables GPs to say no to new 
work, but yes “if they consider 
it to be appropriate and if suf- 
ficient resources are available." 

The document concedes 
there are risks in attempting to 
define in a more restrictive 
way the work of family doctors. 
GPs’ clinical freedom to choose 
what services patients receive 
could be reduced, management 
may take a more iutrusive 
interest in their work and oth- 
ers may compete to provide 
non-core services. 



Sixties sensation: Ball chair designed by Eero Aamio in 1965 (est. £2 r 200-£2 l S00) having an airing in New Bond 
Street yesterday before auction at Sotheby’s sale of post-193 Os design on 1 April . Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 



Neighbourhood Special Constables are volunteers who give up a few 
hours of their spare time every month to work in a local area of their 
choice alongside the regular police. But being part of the Special 
Constabulary isn't all about giving. 

You’ll gain a sense of achievement, an opportunity to stretch 
your abilities and to meet people from all walks of life in your chosen 
neighbourhood. You'll also receive the training and back up to deal 
with situations ranging from crime prevention to assault and theft. 

To be a Neighbourhood Special Constable you don't need 
qualifications on paper but you must he of good character, enjoy 
working in a team and have the ability to think on your feet. You don't 
have to be especially young either, you're eligible if you're aged 
between 18-55, male or female. 

What every Neighbourhood Special Constable has in common 
is a genuine concern for people and a desire to make a difference in 
their local community. 

If you think you fit the bill, fill in the coupon for information 
about training for the Special Constabulary as a Neighbourhood 
Special Constable. 


PHONE 0345 272 272 


NAME/TITLE 


ADDRESS 

POSTCODE 


DATE OF BIRTH 


IKD/i 


PLEASE SEND THIS COUPON TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS: DEPT SC, FREEPOST CV1037, STRATFflRD- UPON- AVON, WARWICKSHIRE, CV37 9BR. 





HEATHER MILLS 

HomeAffoms Correspondent 

A man whose pro-democracy 
activist father has “disap- 
smee being deported to 
native Nigeria has failed in 7 
his bid atthe Court of Appeal 
to remain in the UK. 

Adc Onibiyo had claimed 
his life could be at risk if he too 
were sent to Nigeria where his 
father, Abdul, 54, "vanished 
without trace" following his 
own forced removal last Octo- 
ber. But three judges yesterday 
upheld the Home Secretary’s 
refusal to grant Mr Onibiyo 
political asylum. ' 

However, in an important 
asylum test case decision, the 
judges ruled that/ contrary to the. 
Home Office’s contention, asy- 
lum seekers did have a right to 
make a second application for 
refugee status during a single 
-stay m the UK Mr Howard had 
legally and properly exercised 
his powers in concluding there 
was no "fresh claim” for asylum. 

The Master of the Rolls. Sir 
Thomas Bingham, sitting with 
two other judges, refused Mr 
Onibiyo leave to appeal to the 
House of Lords, but nis lawyers 
will now ask die Law Lords 
direct to hear the case. 

In the mean time die student, 
who has been in detention at 
Campsfield, in Oxfordshire, for 
a year, will not be sent back to 
Nigeria. 


Sir Thomas said Ade Onibiyo 
bad relied on his father’s dis- 
rance and evidence of 
rights abuses in Nigeria, 
including the execution last 
November of Ken Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other pro-democracy 
activists in Nigeria:' But he 
added: “There is. however, no 
evidence that the applicant’ s 
father has been detained, and 
the Nigeria High Commission 
has publicly asserted that be has 
not been detained.” It was 
extremely unlikely that there 
would be “officially inspired” 
persecution of a young man wbo 
'had bof set -foot in Nigeria 
since the age of 1L, and who had 
not pursued any political activ- 
ity of any land during his long 
stay in the~UK, he said. 

- But outside court, Mr 
Onibiyo’s sister, Lola, said she 
was now fearful that her broth- 
er and other members of her 
family could suffer the same fate 
as her father. “We are being 
asked by the British Govern- 
ment to prove that our father 
is safe but we cannot get any 
evidence out of Nigeria." She 
said that her mother, Joyce, and 
two younger sisters now faced 
deportation. ' 

The Labour MP Jeremy Cor- 
byn said: "The Onibiyo cam- 
paign has won an important 
case for every other asylum 
seeker. But the family is being 
asked to prove a negative in 
order to win asylum for Ade.” 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


No annual 



Guaranteed free for life * Transfer your existing 
balance at just I % per month (1 2.6% APR variable} 
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MPs seek ‘spy master’ for intelligence services 


(&LIN BROWN . - 

‘Chief Political Corespondent 

An all-party comniittco yester- 
day clashed witfat the Prime 
Munster over the threat to 
British spies caused by a Russ- 
ian inoJe in American 
OMtial-XotenigeiiceAgency.^ 

> The appointmen t of a min- - 
iaerial “spy master” with re- 
sponslbilityfor MX5, MI6 and 
GGJti the Government com- 
munications headquarters, was 


also raised by members of the 
committee as a possible solution 
to past failures properly to dis- 
seminate intelligence informa- 
tion around White hall 
The Security and Intelligence 
Committee, chaired by Tbm 
King, a former Cabinet minis- 
ter, warned that British agents' 
lives could have been lost after 
secrets were betrayed by 
Aldrich Ames, a CIA officer, 
and claimed that ministers ha d 
been inadequately briefed. 


“We are seriously concerned 
over the extent and nature of 
the damage that has been done 
to British interests by the trai- 
torous activities of the CIA of- 
ficer Aldrich Ames," said the 
committee. It was also worried 
that “tainted" intelligence bad 
been passed to ministers by 
agents compromised by Ames. 

But John Major brushed 
aside the fears of the commit- 
tee, which he set up. He said in 
a letter that after reviewing 


the evidence, “damage to the 
UK was not great” and he was 
satisfied that ministers “were ad- 
equately briefed". The Prime 
Minister added: “These are 
serious issues and 1 look forward 
to seeing your conclusions fol- 
lowing your further investiga- 
tions into these matters." 

The committee complained 
in its annual report published 
yesterday that the British' in- 
telligence services had launched 
their own inquiry into the dam- 


age caused by the Ames affair 
in November 1995 - almost two 
years after his treachery was first 
exposed. 

Archie Hamilton, a former 
defence minister and a member 
of the committee, said: “We are 
concerned that be was an ex- 
tremely bad agent. He used to 
get drunk; be fell asleep in the 
office; he had an expensive car 
and a large bouse; nobody 
checked on this; he merely said 
his wife was very rich. It does 


cause great concern for anyone 
who has to look at the security 
Organisation." 

The committee reported that 
Ames had identified 13 CIA 
agents in Russia; nine were ex- 
ecuted and three were impris- 
oned. “It is vital that all possible 
lessons are learnt on the secu- 
rity aspects of this case with the 
minimum of delay." 

The report highlighted a fail- 
ure in the present ministerial 
structure to have a proper 


overview of the security and in- 
telligence services. The agencies 
reported to senior ministers 
who had other responsibilities. 

Lord Howe, a former Foreign 
Secretary, said be bad been giv- 
en an overview of the intelli- 
gence and security services for 
the first time as a member of 
the committee, although 
MI6 and GCHQ had reported 
to him when he was a Cabinet 
minister. 

Mr King said that no minis- 


ter, with the exception of the 
Prime Minister, had an 
overview of the intelligence in- 
formation being supplied by 
M15. M16 and GCHQ. In Ger- 
many, there was a minister with 
responsibility for the intelli- 
gence and security services. 

The Prime Minister promised 
to improve the dissemination 
of intelligence information 
around 'Whitehall in the wake 
of the Scott report into the 
arms-to-lraq affair. 


By-election battle: Labour leader tours seat while launching training policy Spying ITlctkiSS cl COlTlGfoclck clS 

Russia seeks Britain’s secrets 


plugs in 
for the 
campaign 
to come 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Tony Blair raised the stakes in 
the Staffordshire South East by- 
election yesterday by in effect 
admitting that Labour could not 
afford to fail to win the seat 
from the Conservatives. 

"This is a very important 
campaign.” he told parly work- 
ers. “We can’t take anythingfbr 
granted." 

The Labour leader, with his 
eyes increasingly focused on a 
possible October general elec- 
tion, launched the party's mod- 
est but specific training plans in 
Tamworth, the core of the seat 
vacated by the death of the lory 
MP Sir David Ughtbown. 

In a dry run for the technol- 
ogy which will dominate the 
general election. Mr Blair spoke 
to a news conference in London 
via a satellite link. 

Mr Blair used a computer- 
aided machine tools workshop 
in Tamworth as a backdrop for 
his announcement of a £150 
tr aining grant each for one mil- 
lion workers, provided they 
contribute £25. 

Labour has tried to fight the 
by-election as a government in 
waiting. Gavin Strang, the shad- 
ow agriculture minister, on; 
Wednesday interrupted a 



live wire: Labour leader Tony Blair during a satellite link from a Tamworth factory yesterday Photo&aph: Steve Hill 


photo-call on a dairy farm in the 
constituency to telephone Franz 
Fischler. the European agri- 
culture commissioner, to de- 
mand EU assistance for 
stricken cattle fanners. 

But the beef scare has blown 
apart the Tory strategy for the 
by-election, which was to build 
oa party unity on Europe and 
continuing economic good news 
with their toogh, ex-army can- 
didate. Jimmy James. 

At the edge-of-town Salis- 
bury's, it is only the hard-core 
who are buying beef or voting 
Tory. One former Toiy voter 


said she would not be voting for 
Mr James. “They’ve known 
about beef for a long time and 
they must have known it would 
come out They hoped they 
could fluff their way through, 
but I’m not buying any." 

Thmworth is quintessential 
new Labour territory. A pleas- 
ant, prosperous Midlands town 
surrounded by large Birming- 
ham commuter houses. The 
people are fed up with the 
Government and the Labour 
council, whose leader Brian 
Jenkins is the party’s candidate, 
has achieved the highest acco- 


lade possible - no one has a bad 
word to say about iL 

Labour’s dSemma is that it 
won a simil ar West Midlands 
seat, Dudley West, from the 
lories with a record post-war 
swing of . 29 per cent in De- 
cember 1994. Anything less 
than that could be portrayed as 
a recovery by the Tories. But 
even before the beef scare, a 
Birmingham Evening Mail poll 
conducted in the street had 
given Labour per cent. 50 
points ahead 6f the Tories on 16 
with the Liberal Democrats 
third on 13 per cent. 


The Liberal Democrats' 
Jeannette Davy, meanwhile, 
treads the logically challenged 
line of admitting her chances are 
slim - “If we don't win here, we 
would like to get as many votes 
as possible" - and that she 
“would like to see a general 
election as soon as possible”, 
without endorsing a Labour 
win as her next-best outcome. 
□ Staffordshire South East 
1992 general election; D Light- 
bown 1C) 29,180; B Jenkins 
(Lab) 21,988; G Penlington 
(Lib Dem) 5.540. Conserva- 
tive majority 7,192. 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

Increasing numbers of Russian 
spies are being sent to Britain 
to obtain information about 
military, economic and political 
targets, according to a report 
published by ML5 yesterday. 
The second information book- 
let issued by the Security Service 
also states' that Irish terrorism 
is still the single largest threat. 

The book is pan of the ser- 
vice’s attempt to be more open 
and conies as Dame Stella Rim- 
ington hands over her post as 
Director-General of MI5 to 
Stephen Lander. 

Among a review of MI5’s 


work it says that although the 
threat of espionage from the 
former Soviet Union has great- 
Jy diminished, there has been a 
recent upsurge in spying by 
Russia and other countries. 

The report says: “In the UK 
after a period of initial re- 
trenchment following the rise to 
power of President Yeltsin, both 
the Russian civilian and military 
intelligence services have re- 
newed their efforts to post in- 
telligence officers to London." 
It adds that the majority of spies 
are run by foreign handlers 
based in Britain. 

Counter-espionage takes up 
about a quarter of MJ5's efforts. 
The service employs about 


2.000 people and has a budget 
of £800m. Fighting interna- 
tional terrorism takes up about 
a third of its resources and Irish 
terrorism absorbs 39 per cent - 
down 5 per cent since last year. 
This trend is expected to be re- 
versed since the breaking of the 
IRA ceasefire last month. 

Under a Bill currently going 
through Parliament, M15 will for 
the first time be allowed to in- 
vestigate traditional serious 
crime, such as money launder- 
ing. Among some of its other 
current work is the investigation 
of attempts by foreign countries 
to obtain material and expertise 
for nuclear, chemical and bio- 
logical weapons from Britain. 


RETURN 



PARIS - AMSTERDAM * BRUSSELS 



Booh tty sprint, the Fastest coach service to Europe. From London Victoria Coach Station before 
the aid of March, and you hare across die channel by Hovercraft, then hoard a luxurious coach 
to either Paris. Amsterdam or Brussels For just £2S* return. After March, you can still booh 
For £25“ but it is subject to Apex conditions. Not suiprisingty. seats are at a premium. 

So tall Hoverepeed Reservations now on ono4 240 241 or see your local travel agent 




-BaotaOsmiiabeaiKiebyai Marts 1996. "Apex cona tmn r«*irf b rkm booking io be nude (4 toys m advanc* of travel 
No amenimeras pw rnttred. Has offer b sutjea la tamed avuBitfrfcy. 



annual 

liver. 


!£*£#*** 



m 


V 


"jF* • -■f 


Amateur llramatrst 

Uses Europe Online to 

promote his new plays- follow 

latest theatre aetion and get 

advice from other leading actors 

Easy •«««$* to Emil and Oteastion jj poops, enlatainmeal and dotation, travel and shopping services aB for Me 
lowest noottij fee* ow Ike internet. For kelp, advice and one month's free trial inelo<Un£l0 hours access, eaU free now. 

It'S easy to 
get into 
Europe Online 

0800 
10 6610 

It's • way of life 

<v 



^ 9 kovOA tias pcrborl W wBctL Offer foljcrt to ■oJ iwJbkiWy. UK Free kcth t® (ariosi «rr of pfc»M rWi(e*. e* 1 *** 

»3 ^ prcl ^ pf m0 A * oir m roprirwL Eavpe Oath* l*. *!■$»**' Boo**. tM Kio£» Boot toofeo. SW IS OTE. UtpyAn*w.ew»[WBlI«e.»« 

„eo 

*££ & * 

: 

H □ tloHo ttw vSSS e 

- - ■ ■ 


NAVY 


HAVE YOU GOT 
WHAT IT TAKES TO 
GET ONBOARD? 


A’ Levels in Maths and Physios show you’ve got 
the brain power. Bnt it’s your personal qualities 
that will get you onboard the Royal Navy 
Engineering Sponsorship Scheme and seoure 
you a job as an Engineer Officer. 

As we move into the twenty-first century, our 
Engineer Officers must be capable of working- \ 

with the most sophisticated weapon and defence 
systems in the world. So we want you to show us 
that you have the intelligence, motivation and 
potential to handle the technology and the 
responsibilities that come with it. 

Impress us and well sponsor you to read 
engineering at the University of Southampton - 
one of the top engineering faculties In the 
UK. Here you can specialise in M echanical 
Engineering (if you’d like to be a marine en g i n e e r ). 
Electronic Engineering (if you're interested in 
being a weapon engineer) or Aerospace Systems 
Engineering (if you’d rather be an air engineer). 

While you are studying well supplement your 
grant to the tune of £1.500. And we'll give you 
up to £1,400 each year for aftaniiing training 
days with the Royal Naval Support Unit at the 


it 1 w* 

SMam 






University. These mix maritime training with 
adventure and social activities so you can have 
some fun while learning about the Navy and the 
job that's waiting for you when you graduate. 

The Job? A commission in the Royal Navy and from 
six years' service in one of the most challenging 
and rewarding engineering careers in the world - 
that of the Engineer Officer in the Royal Navy. And 
you can expect to reach Chartered Engineer status. 

To find out more about the Royal Navy 
Engineering Sponsorship Scheme *’ 

and how to apply, please call 
0345 300 133 or return the 
coupon below. 

ROYAL NAVY 
ENGINEERING 


Beady to take you on. And on. 


Postcode 

Telephone _ 


.Date of Birth . 


Star more information and an application pack call 0345 300 133 or sand tbe coupon to Cdr Julian MaJec. OBE RN, 
Department BC03013, FREEPOST 4335. Bristol BS1 3YX, No stamp needed. btq)J/www.qpen.gov.uk/navy.Tahm.htm 

9t | tb aqnl opportauIUea apkgas tutor (bn In Bdrtnw Ax and n ct ou pi o mquuw and applk wkro fimi "Uin t a Ri«i|a MorsaDj jmi thooM tu*c been a (JX 
WWnl fcr OtrpMMX Pa» ym. 


t 





[»iaapmC 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Turin 

IMRE KARACS 


BUILDINa 


-xi] U i ] U 


Today s European summit 
meeting in Turin may he meant 
to concentrate on overhauling 
and harmonising the Union s 
institutions, but a shadow has 
been cast over the proceedings 
by deep differences between 
member stales over the in- 
creasingly delicate creation of 
a single currency. 

The issue symbolises one of 
the basic difficulties which the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence Taces: how to build a Eu- 
ropean Union which is flexible 
enough to admit diversity, yet 
solid enough not to disintegrate. 
By creating a plan that meant 
some stales would enter mon- 
etary union, while others would 
noL the Maastricht treaty also 
created the germ of a two- 
speed Europe. 

The issue of monetary union, 
which had lain dormant for 
some time, returned this week 
when a Franco-German summit 
in the south of France laid 
down plans to create a new cur- 
rency regime to accommodate 
countries whose economies 
were not strong enough to join 
the single currency at its launch 
date in 1999. 

The proposal, known as EMS 
2, has been greeted with scep- 
ticism in the countries most like- 
ly to be forced to join it, and 
faces an immediate credibility 
problem because Britain, which 
has already opted out of the 
single currency, wants nothing 
to do with it. 

According to a well-placed 
official banking source, the pro- 
ject may be economically viable 
but will almost certainly be po- 
litically unacceptable unless 
Britain can be persuaded to take 
part. Countries such as Italy, 
which are nowhere near meet- 
ing the convergence criteria 
for monetary union, will need 
some persuading that the sys- 
tem is in their interests and not 
just a palliative disguising Fran- 
co-German domination of the 
EU. 

-This is a system that stands 
no chance of working." the for- 
mer Italian prime minister and 
economic expert, Ghiliano Am- 
ato, said yesterday, querying the 
wisdom of reriving a currency 
regime bartered to pieces in the 
financial marketplace in 1992. 

All this indicates that the re- 
lationship between Europe’s 
hard core and its outer layer will 
prove more difficult to handle 
than anticipated. 

Karl Laraers. foreign affairs 


spokesman of Germany’s gov- 
erning Christian Demo crate 
and a kev associate of Mr Kohl, 
has in the past advocated the 
creation of a “hard core of 
states within the EU. commu- 
ted to deeper political integra- 
tion than laggards, such as 
Britain. 

But in a paper presented on 
the eve of the Turin summit by 
him and Wolfgang Schaubte. the 
deputv leader of Lhe Christian 
Democrats, there was little ev- 
idence of this zeal. Member 
slates should be allowed to 
develop varying depths of inte- 
gration within the union, it 
said, “but the core is not im- 
penetrable’'. 

-We need a vanguard the 
paper said. Euro-sceptic states 
ought not to hinder deeper 
integration among the “van- 
guard”. nor should they be 
locked out of an £lite club. 

This is a far cry from the vi- 
sion outlined by Mr Lam ere two 
years ago. which would have 
relegated Britain to a second di- 
vision in Europe. Since then. 
Germany has had to lower its 
sights, partly because it has not 
found support for its goals in 
other EU stales, but mainly be- 
cause it has been diverted from 
this course by its preoccupations 
with the more immediate task 
of ensuring Europe's common 
currency is bom on time. 

These issues are likely to be 
relegated to the sidelines at 
Turin; indeed the Italian Foreign 
Ministry, which is organising the 
event lias been doing its best to 
ensure the occasion passes off 
as uneventfully as possible. 

But the subject of monetary 
union is likely to come into the 
open at a two-day meeting of 
European economic and fi- 
nance ministers in Verona next 
month, and remain on the agen- 
da for several months. 

For all the talk of establish- 
ing “flexibility” in the EU’s 
founding treaties to cope with 
the enlargement of Europe to 
20 or 30 states, monetary union 
has already created the need for 
such flexibility. But it has not de- 
livered the mechanisms to let it 
happen. 

In the longer term, whatev- 
er the IGC derides, everyone in 
Turin knows it is the geometry 
of monetary union that will 
shape the Union long after this 
meeting is forgotten. 
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NORTHWEST 



NICOLE VEASH 

Fifty Labour MPs have called 
on Tbny Blair to rule out a sin- 
gle currency, warning that mon- 
etary union would require huge 
cuts in British jobs and services. 

Thp sign ed-demand is one of 
ffie first indications, since Mr 
Blair became party leader of the 
potential level of unrest if he 
were to lake Britain into a sin- 
gle currency as prime minister. 
Nearly ohe.mfive of the party’s 
MPs "supported the “Europe 
Isn’t Working” statement 

'Alan Simpson, MP for Not 
; ringham Sooth, said a single cur- 
rency would lead to high levels 
of unemployment . and would 
dreg the counhy into a-“bigger 
bole” without the consent of the 
British people. “The European 


Flag day: A policeman outside the conference centre in Turin. Over 5,000 officers will bo deployed to ensure security 


agenda and not the bankers’ 
agenda. Our campaign is about 
- democracy and not . just-, eco- 
nomics.” 

Denril Daries, a fbnner 
snry minister and MP for 
Llanelli, said his party’s early 
European euphoria had ended, . 
And he warned that if Labour 
won the election, Gordon 
Brown would have to address 

j^gle iairreiktyfadtoismhisfir^ 

Budget as Chancellor. “It’s 
something we can’t run away 
■ from. If we go into government 


as a party without a dear view-, 
this issue would domiaate right 
from the begimiii^ w jw atd- 

- signatories to the statement 

include Diane Abbott, Tony 
Berm, Dennis Skinner, Ken 
Livingstone, and Peter Shore. 

: They claim the cost of intro- 
ducing the sinde currency in 
jobs and services would be 
equivalent to cutting half of all 
NHS trusts, or aH secondary 
schools and two-thirds of pn- 
. manes, or the raurecost of fire 
- service and law and order pro- 
. vision in Britain - estimated at 
£ 12 bn- “Stuck with mass un- 
employment and -deflationary 
economics, the Euro would be 
the breaking of Europe, not ite 
binding,” the statement argued. 

■ But suggestions that the Euro- 
sceptics would be willing to do 
deals with counterparts on the 
Tbiy benches were dismissed. 
“^VtdoriT have a common pur- 
pose," Mr Snnpsoh said. 

- The development was seized 
upon, however, by the Tory, 
chairman Brian Mawhinney, 
. who said; months, they seek 

to create the impression that the 
party is unit ed in . its mad dash 
towards- transferring powers 
from Westminster to Brussels. 
Here again Labour is saying one 
thing and doing another.” 


“I’m confident 
they’re the lowest 
prices around.” 


Mi 







Crown 

Wallpaper , 

Small florals I 
or floral stripe * 
design in 
5 colouryrays. 
Was £4.99 


fO 99 

ifcA per roll 



B&Q Non Drip 
Gloss 

Pure Brilliant . 
White. 2J> litres. 
Was £5.99 

HOW 





SotvHe Wallpaper 
Adhesive 

Economy size. 

£ 2 “ 



B&Q One Coat 
Gloss 

Self undercoating. 
Pure Brilliant White. 1 
2.5 litres. - 

£4” 


£53g C L r° 




Dulux Natural Hint! 
Vinyl Matt, Silk or 
Soft Sheen Emulsio 

11 Colours. 

2.5 litres. Was £11.99 

HOW* 

tQ.99 

Jhi ^ each 


£2 


MICHAEL CASEY ■ B&Q LONGSTONE 

“Find them 

for less locally 
and we’ll refund 

DOUBLE THE 
DIFFERENCE.” 

If vou find any Key Season Price products tor less locally we will refund double the difference - lust caS [back within 
14 days with your receipt. This exdudes price comparisons made with B&Q Ytaehouses or B&Q Depots. See In store tor 
details of our standard price promise which applies to afi other products. Otters may vary at B&Q Warehouses ond 
b&q Depots. Sizes shown are approximate. Offers subject to avoHabUv. please 'phone to check before traveWig. 


Colonial Knotty 
Pine Inferior 
Door 

781ns x 301ns. 

£ 2 ** 





l/3hp heavy duty motor” J; 4 4 E 
with thermal protection. I 

Canopy Garage Door Adaptor 

Synapse SMI 23 (not shown) for - _ m 
use with opener if garage , f Mgr 
door is canopy style. 



PotyflUa 

Standard size. 


Provencal 
Ceramic Tiles 
Brawn, marble or 
stone. Box of 10. 
16cm x 23.5cm. 




.98 

per box 


Tongue & Groove 
Cladding 

5 length pack. 
7.5mm x 95mm. 

/A.49 
1.8m -JmrW per 

■■ pack 

fK.49 

2.1m:.-....UpGf 

pack 

re.99 

2.4m ...feri# 

pack 

2.7m...... £75 



im 

mi 



A BIG GE 


y-rr&yi&fci 
• :.-f 




i-w 

.asatfitai 





'&m r - 


- 


v 




PR 


. as* ‘ 1 tid 




•A 4. 'JAW 

fill ..Vi 


£19 


p 9ins 
f Simulated I 
r Sheepskin \ 
Roller and 




* T” . 

fcvfc'.r" 




Smooth 4 
p Paving Slab > 

400mm x 400mm 
Natural. J 

m buff or red. .' 

89p ! 

each - i „ 

J r.m 


Electric 

Garage 

Door 

Opener 

SN 122 with 


£2 






’4^-: 
















CONFERENCE 


Biri 


crisis brings 
ci into EU fold 






fssr.-'- 


■^fe can best shape our national 
Jestiny by working In partner- 
hip with our. closest neigfa- 
xmrs,” wrote John Major intis 
orward to die Government’s 
Vhhe Paper on Europe three 
teeks aga “Europe," he.de- 
i fared, should be wont ‘'co-op-' 
< ration, shared purpose'’ and 
‘Common enterprise”. , ‘ . 

The statements will return to 
haunt the Prime Minister today 
at the launch in Tumi oftbe in- 
ter-governmental conference 
on European reform. ■ . •; 

Britain’s willingness to work 
in partnership with Europe.has 
always been doubted by other 
members. Rarely, however, has 
its insularity or inability to un- 
derstand the problems cf its Eu- 
ropean partners been so starkly 
> exposed as since the crisis broke 
last week over British beef 
\ European officials and vet- 
erinary scientists are stfli fum- 
ung over the failure of the 
British Government to give the 
Commission prior warning of 
the BSE announcement to the 
fommons 10 days ago. Two 


days earlier European agricul- 
ture ministers had met in Brus- 
sels, but Douglas Hogg, 
Britain’s representative, had 
feiled to attend. Britain already 
knew the beef scare was about 
to break but Franz Fischler, the 
agriculture commissioner, 
beard the news via the media. 

Had Britain consulted with 
.the Commission, officials say a 
co-operative way of resolving 
the crisis might have been 
found. Whether the export ban 
could have, been averted is 
doubtful, but it might have 
been less Draconian. Prior 
warning would have given 
Britain’s partners rime to help 
draw up a considered response 
which might have prevented 

f rblic fear spreading through 
urope. It is this fear, and the 
inevitable collapse in consumer 
confidence, that has necessi- 
tated the world-wide ban. 

Why did Britain notconsuh? 
Surely, given the country's mas- 
sive beef export trade to Europe 
the Government must have 
considered the impact of the 
health scare for European con- 


sumers and markets. Commis- 
sion officials say all the evidence 
suggests that the Government 
never once considered die Eu- 
ropean dimension. “It was not 
simply that they didn't care ... 
Europe simply didn’t enter 
their calculations,” said one. 

The imposition of the EU 
beef export ban has inevitably 
provoked howls of anti-Euro- 
pean protest in Britain. But 
from the European perspective 
the necessity for some sort of 
ban was dear. The measure was 
not imposed to punish Britain, 
but to protect Europe from 
BSE. The collapse in confi- 
dence in British beef could not 
be allowed to devastate the en- 
tire European beef industry. 

As the ban has come into ef- 
fect the C ommis sion has made 
clear it is ready to help pay com- 
pensation. but only when 
Britain comes to “consult” over 
what eradication plans it pro- 
poses. Even this the Govern- 
ment has been reluctant to do. 

For the leaders meeting in 
Turin the paradox of the British 
position is clear. The go-it- 
alone policy over beef has 
brought borne just bow much 


Britain needs Europe. Late in 
the day the Government is now 
showing readiness to co-oper- 
ate and to accept that it has no 
choice but to come to Europe 
for financial help. A deal is ex- 
pected to be drafted today. 

The broader lessons for Eu- 
ropean “co-operation” and for 
the search for a common pur- 
pose at the IGC are as yet un- 
clear. The devastating effect of 
the beef ban on British indus- 
try cannot yet be assessed. As 
the worst effects are felt, it may 
be that the ban hardens British 
public opinion even further 
against European integration. 

What Britain's partners hope, 
however, as they meet Mr Ma- 
jor in Turin, is that the beef cri- 
sis will help them emphasise the 
necessity for Britain to recog- 
nise that its interests are inex- 
tricably tied to Europe. 

Jacques Chirac, the French 
President, and Helmut KohL the 
German Chancellor, will today 
undoubtedly take the opportu- 
nity to offer sympathy to Britain 
over the crisis and speak of the 
need to respond as a union 
working, in Mr Major's words, 
in an “common enterprise’". 
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Concerned: The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke, who advises against a partial monetary union Photograph: P/ 

Clarke calculates the 

ins and outs of EMU 
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6242Y Twin & 
Earth Cable 

50 metre reel, 
White. 1mm*. 




£ 8 29 
fall per ret 

2.5mm 1 , . 

£ 12 * 
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MK4413AMP 
EXTENSION Rfil 

30 me&os. • • 

/1K).99 




PowerBreaker 
BCD Adaptor J02 
Was £18.99. 

NOW . 
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Hanging Basket Kit 

Contains 12ins wire 
hanging basket, fibre 
liner, bracket with 
fixings, compost and 

dz. £4.99 


B&Q Granular Lawn 
Feed & Mosskiiler 

Easily applied mini 
granules. Contains 
Ferrous Sulphate. 
Treats 50sq.m. 


£3 


50sq.m. 

3179 


I 

*st , 

iFW'm 




£4 


Karen er 


Pressure 

Washer 

100 bar. 

Includes 6m high 

^ ■_ ^i^pressu re hose with trigger 
gun and long lance with 
variable jet pattern. 


iPli £6 


B&Q Granular Lawn 
Feed Weed & 
Mosskiiler 
Contains MCPA, 
Mecroprop-P and 
Ferrous Sulphate. 
Treats 70sq.m. 

t£* 9 
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EVERGREEN 
EXTRA , 

r V0$;. 

■ ■ “ „ -v I 


‘Evergreen Extra* 

Lawn Feed 

Wilh weedkiller and 
mosskiiler. Contains MCPA, 
Mecoprop and Ferrous 
Sulphate. 



t&Q Multi Purpose 
Compost 
or potting plants, 
cuttings, baskets 
jnd seedlings. 

50 litre bale. 






Bosch PSB400-2 
Corded Drill 

400W. 10mm chuck, 
2 speed with 
hammer action. 
Was £41 .26 



Cuprinol TlmberCare 

Autumn Red. Rustic 
Brown. Rich Oak or 
Autumn Gold, 
j litres. 

Was £7.49 ffi.99 
NOW Em w each 


Mountfield Omega Laser 42 
Petrol Rotary Mower 

1 6ins cut, metal blade. 
\ 50 litre grass collection 

bag and 3‘/2hp 
Briggs and Stratton 
petrol engine. 

99 




Gala Sink V 

1.5 bowl with Tap 
Pack. Champagne d 
or white. i 


29 
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Bosch PHG500-2 
Hot Air Gun 

1500W. 2 heat settings. 
Was £27.30 

*»£223 


Arizona Ceiling 
Fan with Light 421ns 
White, with gold effect 
design and single 


Record Workshop 


Abru Afuvaf 3-Way Ladder 

Converts to stairwell 
ladder, stepladder or 
3m extending ladder. 






ji 





Shelley Suite 

Available in white. Includes 
bath and front panel, basin, 
pedestal, WC pan, cistern and 
gold effect bath and basin 
taps and fittings. 

£249 




Gainsborough Style 
300 Electric Shower 
7.2kW wrth push 
button high or low 
power settings. 


HBka Bench 
Grinder - 

' 240 volt, , 
3000rpm, single 
phase motor 
with two 15cm 
grinding wheels. 


Zag 19lns Tool 
Box with Tray 

£ 7 ” 


Ml 



Solid Pine 


Toilet Seat 


Natural. 


£11 


Gainsborough Energy 
2000 Electric Shower 
9.5kW wiih 5 mode 
multi-spray showerhead 
and rotary control for 
flow and temperature. 


these ARE ONLY A FEW OF OVER 200 KEY 
SEASON PRICES YOU’LL FIND AROUND THE STORE 


ABETTER PRICE 


YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 


Certain store hours 
may vary, please 
■phone your nearest 
store to confirm. 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Chancellor Kenneth Clarke 
said yesterday that Britain’s 
decision whether or not to join 
the single European currency 
would depend on the relation- 
ship between the countries tak- 
ing part and those staying out 
- the “ins” and the “outs”. 

“If a group decides to go 
ahead and form a European 
monetary union, the key' ques- 
tion is: Would going in be more 
helpful to our economy than 
staying out? It depends how 
they intend to proceed and 
what will be the relation be- 
tween the ins and the outs," Mr 
Darke told a House of Lords 
committee. 

An accord between France 
and Germany earlier this week, 
requiring the outs to join a new 
exchange rate mechanism with 
the single currency, sparked 
new tensions between the like- 
ly core members of the single 
currency and other countries, in- 
cluding Britain, on the eve of the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence in Turin. Mr Darke yes- 
terday stressed the importance 
of avoiding conflict. 

“It cannot be in anyone's in- 
terest in the European Union 
for friction between the ins 
and outs to start to develop." he 
said. He added that it was high 
rime the EU addressed the 
question of this relationship. 

The British Government is 


siNdl^QURRENPY 

thoroughly opposed to a nev 
exchange rau? mechanism. M 
Clarke rejected the argumem 
made by the French in panic 
ular. that countries outside tb- 
single currency would ny to ben 
efit from competitive devalua 
tions against the euro. 

“There arc Frenchmen wh- 
believe the British cunning) 
contrived Black Wednesda 
[when the pound dropped ou 
of the existing Exchange Rat 
Mechanism]", he said. But b 
argued that there was no com 
peritive advantage in debasin 
the currency. 

The Chancellor told the coir 
minee ihat he was veiy cor 
cerned about the risk th£ 
partial monetary union woul 
be divisive. "It would creut 
enormous strains within th 
European Union if a hard cor 
took all the decisions." he saii 

He also expressed concer 
that the European Centr; 
Bank would take decisions wit! 
out reference to the interests i 
countries outside the Euri 
currency bloc, although El 
finance ministers have starte 
to address this issue, he said. 

Mr Darke added that h 
himself was sympathetic to th 
idea of a single currency, but 
was a “complete myth” that h 
was determined to join com 
what may. He could see hirase 
arguing either way dependir 
on the circumstances. 



BRITAIN’S BIGGEST D.I.Y CHAIN - 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE PHONE 0181 466 4166 

OPENING 
HOURS 

Mondoy-Saturdoy 
Most stares 8anv8pm 
Sunday England ft 
Wales lOarn-dpm 
(where permitted). 
Easter Sunday 
Closed. 

Scotland & Northern 
Ireland Vam-6pm. 
Including Easier 


C(/ka&S zs^ 
(tt'UrexyCLcns b^ftveeti^ 
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international 

Old bruiser set to give Yeltsin a 


nose 




Moscow — Anyone who asks 
General Alexander Lebed 
abouL toe injuries be received 
during bis boxing career is like- 
ly to be treated to one of the 
.no re disturbing stunts to be 
performed by a public figure. 

He places his thumb on his 
lose and presses hard. As its 
*?ne structure was smashed in 
i fight, it crumples, making his 
mattered profile entirely flat 
MU for a ridge of bushy eye- 
brows. The general proudly 
ihows off this trick as proof that 
le was a serious combatant, wfll- 
ng to get hurt in order to fri- 
unph. “What kind of lighter is 
t that doesn't get injured?” he 
isked. with the same unnerving 

jiare that Mike Tyson uses to 
oesmerise his prey. 

He does not need to spell out 
lis larger meaning, which is that 
le wants Russians to believe 
hat he brings the same quali- 
ies - courage and purpose ful- 
less - to the political arena. 

Four months ago, the re- 
erve general was one of the 
aosl widely discussed figures in 
Russian politics. Almost every- 
<ne expected his party, the 
Congress of Russian Commu- 
ities, to do well in December's 
arliamentary elections; pundits 
redicled that he would be a 
trong candidate in toe presi- 
ential elections this June. But, 
ic party crashed, winning less 
lan 5 per cent of the vote. 

It became clear the party 
as damaged by a personality 1 
-*ud between General Lebed 
nd its co-leader, Yuri Skokoy. 
>vemighL toe general lost his 
in-up boy status, and it looked 


As the fledgling Third Force’ group gathers strength, 
alarm bells ring in the Kremlin. Phil Reeves reports 


as if Russians would no longer 
he treated to endless television 
interviews in which they mar- 
velled as much at his astonish- 
ingly low voice as his politics. 

Until now. With only a few 
weeks to go before the first 
round of the presidential poli. 
General Lebed is preparing to 
enter the ring again. He has de- 
clared his candidacy, and has re- 
vealed he is likely' to be part of 
a new group called "Third 
Force”, a coalition aimed at 
sweeping up the anti- Yeltsin, 
and-Communist vote. 

.Although the group is in em- 
bryonic form, its leaders are also 
expected to include Svyatoslav 
Fyodorov, a veteran politician 
whose skills as an eye-surgeon 
made him a national celebrity. 
Significantly, there is also talk 


that it has recruited the liberal 
economist, Grigory Yavlinsky, 
whose Yabloko party came 
fourth last December, but who 
has been slipping in the polls. 

The group’s plans will be 
under close scrutiny in the 
Kremlin, where potential vote- 
stcalers are regarded with 
alarm. Opinion surveys show 
President Yeltsin’s popularity 
rising; a Moscow Tunes ! CNN 
poll had him in second place 
with 14 per cent, behind the 
Communist leader Gennady 
Zyuganov's 19.1 per cent. 

"If the trend continues, the 
President should make it into a 
run-off, giving him a good 
chance of retaining power. But 
there re mains a chance that the 
anti-communist vote could be 
split between Mr Yeltsin and 


another party, threatening his 
chances of making it to the 
second round. 

This is not a prospect which 
appears to disturb General 
Lebed, who claims to be after 
the middle-of-the road - neither 
“red nor white"* - electorate. 
“There are lots of people who 
wouldn’t support either the left 
or the right,” he told the Inde- 
pendent. “They are not radicals, 
but believe in common sense 
. . . They are toe Third Force.” 

He said he had “no fears” of 
a split vote, arguing that the par- 
liamentary election demon- 
strated that the left wing has 
about 25 per cent of the vote, 
while the right has about 15 per 
cent. ‘'Some 60 per cent of 
Lhe votes lie in between. I'm 
working for them.” 


Third Force's political agen- 
da is likely to be based on 
broad themes such as improved 
living standards, not least be- 
cause its leaders’ ideologies 
differ. General Lebed, for ex- 
ample, is a moderate national- 
ist, with a scattering of hard-line 
tendencies, including a refusal 
(mindful of the prejudices of toe 
public) to condemn Stalin. 

Dr Fyodorov is an exponent 
of “people’s capitalism - an 
economy based on joint-stock 
companies in which all em- 
ployees own shares and have 



Presidential aide returns to fold 


Moscow — Anatoly Chubais, 
the market reformer whom 
Boris Yeltsin dropped from his 
cabinet earlier this year, yes- 
terday said he had put emotions 
aside and joined the team work- 
ing for the President’s re- 
election because it was tbe only 
realistic way of saving Russia 
from a return to Communism, 
writes Helen BLvruirfc. 

The revamped Communists, 
nnder Gennady Zyuganov, had 
□o economic specialists and 
the rhanops of them turning out 
to be moderate after June's poll 


were slim. Rather, they were 
likely to nationalise and even 
confiscate property: “The price 
of this fa Communist] victory 
will be terrible,’* be said. 

Mr Chubais's decision to in- 
volve himself in the campaign 
will boost Mr Yeltsin, whose rat- 
ings have been rising. Mr 
Zyuganov remains the front- 
runner but some Russians have 
been pot off by a Communist- 
inspired vote in toe State Duma 
denouncing the dismantling of 
the Soviet Union. They have tak- 
en this to mean the true colours 


of the Communists are . not 
pink bat dark red. 

Mr Chubais, who was First 
Deputy Prime Minister until 
January, was blamed by Mr 
Yeltsin for the poor showing of 
the government party. Our 
Home is Russia, in Decem- 
ber’s parliamentary elections, 
won by toe Communists. 

Yesterday he said he would 
remain outside toe govern- 
ment, even if Mr Yeltsin won, 
and from an independent po- 
sition would tell the Kremlin 
leader unpalatable truths. 


equal voting rights, plus wide- 
spread private land ownership. 
The 3,500 employees at his eve 
institute in Moscow are paid a 
share of toe profits rather than 
a salary, an incentive scheme 
that has amassed enough wealth 
for the institute to allow it to buy 
a trig dado-dotted stretch of the 
Moscow River, complete with 
restaurants, a yacht dub and a 
stable of Arabian horses. 

Once launched, the group 
would have a long road to trav- 
el, and little time. Bnt all three 
men enjoy enough popularity in 
Russia to arouse attention in po- 
litical circles; and together have 
the support of about 10 per cent 
of those surveyed by the 
Moscow Times and CNN. The 
general says that they would ul- 
timately field only one candidate 
- the one who leads toe polls. 

Any party that assembles 
three such veterans under one 
banner is worth watching - on 
toe off-chance that toe gener- 
al. with his men, will give Mr 
Yeltsin a nose as damaged as 
his own. 


...... 
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Ear to the ground: .General Alexander Lebed, party leader of. the CoftfressoJ 
Russian Communities, ata press conf e rence In Moscow Photograph: Finck dockel AH 



Tourists get a 
real feeling 
for dinosaurs 


i AVID USBORNE 

5 3w\tirk 

i 'e may still be a long way from 
i aJising the Jurassic Park fan- 
i sy of regenerating dinosaurs. 
I it. thanks to a new fossil dis- 
i ivety in the south-western 
, S. wc can at least imagine we 
» c touching one. 

Proclaiming itself toe world's 
•st “dinosaur-petting zoo”, a 
sw Mexico museum is invit- 
: g visitors to stroke the armour 
1 'a creature that roamed the 
| nerican plains and deserts 70 
illion years ago. 

What they are touching is a 
icone cast taken from a sec- 
m of fossilised skin of a duck- 
led dinosaur discovered in the 
arby ranges. The sensation 
wm’etoing close lo feeling the 
gged tyres of a mountain 
ce. with a pattern of crirap- 
ged. raised bumps. 

“People who come here can 
n their hands on the exhibit 
! d essentially pet the di- 
j saur,” Spencer Lucas, a 
| laeonlologisi at the New 
i exico Museum of Natural 
j story and Science, in Albu- 
crque, said yesterday. “I 
nk children will remember 
s more than reading about di- 
saurs in books." 

The original fossil was un- 
.■ered five years ago by a ge- 
>gy student, but it was only 
lyear that scientists realised 
[at it represented. “It's so 
1 Srd that, as a trained palaeon- 
i pgist. I didn't know what 


"■A, **. 


the hell it was,” Mr Lucas said. 

The fossil is about 10 foot 
long and 2 foot across and only 
a small section has been exca- 
vated for the museum’s exhib- 
it. Although about a dozen 
duck-billed dinosaur skin im- 
pressions have already been 
found around toe wodd, Mr Lu- 
cas says this one is important be- 
cause’ most of it is intact and in 
toe ground. 

"Only by studying it in the 
ground" and in its proper con- 
text are we going to be able to 
figure out how the skin got to 
be preserved,” he said. 

The bones of toe animal are 
also fossilised and are in place 
under toe skin, although there 
is no sign of any muscle or oth- 
er tissues. 

The chance to “pet” toe di- 
nosaur comes only weeks after 
scientists in New Mexico un- 
veiled separate plans to re-cre- 
ate toe sounds that dinosaurs 
made by blowing air through toe 
trombone-like cavities of a fos- 
sil of a duck-billed dinosaur's 
skulL They expect to hear a 
deeply resonating “moo". 

What is likely to interest sci- 
entists most about the skin fos- 
sil is how tough toe it was, 
suggesting it evolved to combat 
carnivorous insects. 

Mike Brett-Surman, a di- 
nosaur specialist at the Smith- 
sonian institution. in 
Washington, noted: “It brings lo 
mind the picture of a Meso'zoic 
mosquito with a Black and 
Decker drill." 
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Laminate Flooring 
Derm 1 

Siyltsh harcftraanng Boor. Easy to *3y A'd dean 

All Purpose Ceramic £7.99 

Tile & Grout 5Lt + 20% extra free SAVE £1 
Was £ 8.99 

I -preserved: Mr Lucas with some of the fossilised I wickes water Seal 51t 
j. Visitors can 'pet’ a cast of it Photograph: AP | was £9.99 
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Onyx Effect White Vybrictop2m £14.99 
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international 



faces trial over 

in 1970 



TONY BARBER 

Europe. Editor 

A Polish court opened pro- 
ceedings yesterday against 
the country’s last Communist 
leader, -Wpjdech Jaruzelski, 
who has been indicted over the 
kSfing- of at least 44 people 
during workers’ protests in 
December 1970. 

" Ml Jaruzelski, 72, a retired 
general, wa& Poland’s defence 
ministerwhen the then Com- 
munist authorities ordered the 
army and police to shoot at rivil- 
ians whp were demonstrating 
against food price rises in Gdan- 
sk andTpthecBaltic ports. 

- The Gdansk provincial court, 
granting Mr Jaruzelski’s de- 
fence lawyers a request for 
more time to study the case, 
decided to reconvene in three 
months. The court also agreed 
to consider Mr Jaruzelski’s 
request that the trial be turned 
over to Boland’s State Tribunal, 
a body that handles cases 
involving senior government 
officials:;.’ 

The former president and 
Communist Party leader is best 
remembered abroad for his 
declaration of martial law in 


December 1981, to suppress 
Solidarity, the mass movement 
whose leaden eventually re- 
stored democracy in Poland in 
1989 - paradoxically, with Mr 
JaruzelskTs co-operation. 

A Polish parliamentary com- 
* mil tee; possibly influenced by-; 
; his own view that he acted to " 
■ prevent a Soviet invasion, rec- 
-v ommended last month that Mr 
;Jaruzelski should not stand 
’trial for imposing law. 

Tor many Poles, the 1970 
“■ tai l ing s are as terrible a mem- 
ory as the declaration of mar- 
tial law. The Communist 
authorities initially tried to 
conceal the truth, partly by 
arranging secret, night-time 
burials of the dead workers. 

‘ But the events prepared the 
'ground for the - emergence of 
Solidarity in 1980 as die first free 
’ trade union in Communist 
Eastern Europe. Lech Walesa, 
the former Solidarity leader 
and first post-Communist pres- 
" ident of Poland, used to say the 
1970 killings on the Baltic coast 
■were the decisive moment lead- 
ing to his transformation from 
■humble shipyard electrician in 
Gdansk into a world-famous 
opposition leader. 


Several dozen Solidarity 
supporters stood in front of the 
court yesterday, holding up 
banners reading “Co mmunis t 
crimes - genocide crimes" and 
demanding punishment for Mr 
Jaruzelski and H officials 
. accused of instigating the shoot- 
ings. “Revenge is not the pur- 
pose of this trial. It should 
restore trust in the justice 
system,” Solidarity’s leader in 
Gdansk, Jacek Rybicki, told 
the newspaper Zyde Warszmvy. 

Among those accused with 
Mr Jaruzelski are a former 
interior minis ter, a former 
deputy prime minister and nine 


officers. Poland’s reformed 
Communists, who were re- 
turned to power in free elections 
in 1993, reject opposition 
charges that they have sought 
to delay the case going to trial. 

Polish lawyers say the trial 
could be the biggest' in the na- 
tion’s history, with 1,000 wit- 
nesses likely to be summoned. 

An appeal court last week set 
aside the acquittal of two gen- 
erals held responsible for the 
murder in 19& of the popular 
pro^Solidarity priest, rather 
Jerzy Popieluszko. 



Daughter and mother: Chelsea and Hillary Clinton 
yesterday. They also took in St Sophia Museum 


at Istanbul's Blue Mosque 
Photograph: A P 


yf Wickes 

BUILDING MATERIALS 

Now 


WWickes 

TIMBER, DOORS AND WINDOWS 

Now 


MASTERCRETE CEMENT NOT IBS IBM 40) 
WAS £4.19 NOW £3.97 



Building Sand Maxi Bag 
Was 99p 

Sharp Sand Maxi Bag 
Was £1.09 

Bricklaying Mortar Mix Maxi Bag 
Was £SL89 


93p 

SAVE 6p 

99p 

SAVE tOr 


5* ALUMINIUM PATIO DOOR 
WITH HARDWOOD FRAME 
WAS £189.99 NOW £149.99 


Polycarbonate Sheeting 
3m x 700mm x 10mm 
Was £23.79 

Polyc ar bonate Sheeting 
2.5m x 700mm x 10mm 
Was £19.99 

4m Black Round&ie Gutter 
Was £5.49 

Gutter Support Bracket - 
Was 89p 

Black Roundline 
External Stopend 

Wickes 38 Roofing Fait 
10m 


Wickes GARDENING 


HIITERN PAVING 

FAS 89p NOW 79p each 

zailable in Red/Buff 400x400x30mm - 

allet of 70 Was £5£L50 Now £52^0 
rice each when you buy a pallet of 70 
fas 85p each Now 75p each 



SAVE 40P 

£19.99 

SAVE £3^0 

£18.99 

SAVE £1 

£4.99 

SAVE SOP 

69* 

SAVE 20p 

only£1.29 

only£S.79 


Now 


Riven Paving Slab Was £1.09 EAO«99p 
(Available In Red/Buff 450x450x32mm) 

Pallet of 70 

Was £73^0 Now £66^0 each 
Price when you buy a pallet of 70 
Was £1.05 Now 95p each 

6’ Bow Top Gate 
Was £37.99 

(AMBSable in 2‘ 9*. 3’ and 3‘ 3* wkflhsl 

Garden Spade 
Wbs£9^9 

Garden Fork 

Was £9.99 

Featheradge Shed 
8*x6’ 

Standard 
Fence Panel 

Growbag 99P 

Whs £1.19 SAVE 20* 

Multi Purpose Compost 75tt ONLy£2.99 

£14.99 

SAVE £3 

oNiy£7.99 



Softwood Dado Rail £8.99 

19mm x 58mm x 2.4m Pk4 SAVE £1 

Was£9i99 

Hemlock Spindle 900mm x 32mm £1.19 

Was £1.48 SAVE 30r 

Berkeley interior Door 78‘ x 30’ £74.99 
Was £84^9 

Hardwood French Door 
Was £279.99 

Preglazed uPVC Acacia 
Exterior Door 78‘ x 33‘ 

Was £199.99 


£39.99 

SAVE £8 

£8.99 

SAVE £3 

£8.99 

SAVE £3 

oniy £179.00 
omy£9.49 


Flooring Grade Chipboard 
2400mm x 600mm x 1 8mm 
Was £4^9 

OS8 2440mm x 1220mm x 1 1mm 

Was £1099 

Ideal tor extents joinery 

Hard board 

1220mm x 600mm x 3.2mm 

Was £1.19 

Use to even untevel floots 

Exterior Plywood 
2440mm x 1220mm x 12mm 
Was £1999 


£3.99 

SAVE 30p 

£9.99 

SAVE £1 

79p 

SAVE4QP 


£16.99 

SAVE £3 


2XGG Aluminium 
Back Door 

Sawn Treated Softwood 
19mm x 100mm x 1.8m Pk5 
Was £029 

Sawn Treated Softwood 
47mm x 47mm 2.4mm Pk6 
Was £11.49 

Loft Floor Pack 

1200mm x 400mm x 18mm Pk3 

Was £459 


SAVE £1C 

£239^9 

SAVE £40 

£169.99 

SAVE £30 

only£99j99 


£4.99 

SAVE £1.30 

£9.99 

SAVE £1.50 

£4.49 

SAVE IOf 


SAVE £5 ON ALL uPVC 
AND SOFTWOOD WIIDOWS 

uPVC WINDOWS 
ROM £69.99 

SOFVWOOD WINDOWS ROM 

£37.99. 


20% OFF 

ALL PLANED SOFTWOOD 
TIMBER* 



>TWickes 1 

[TOOLS AND LADDERS 1 

1 Now 


120 BAR PRESSURE WASHER 
WAS £159.99 NOW £99.99 


only £29.99 


40 Gallon Water Butt 
Was £17.99 fl90«r® capacity) 

2.4m x 150mm Log Roil 


If'Wickes | ELECTRICAL, LIGHTING & SECURITY | Now 


R ALUMINIUM LAHTIRN 
FAS £17.99 NOW £ 15.99 



2.5mm Twin & Earth 
Cable 50m 
Was £12^9 . 

1 mm Twin & Earth Cable 50m 
Was £8A9 
Shed & Garage Alarm 
Was £17.99 
13A 2Gang 

Switched Socket Pack of 5 
Was £1435 
Brass DownBghter R63 
Was £6.99 
Brass Bownligftter R6 
Trade Pack of 4 
Was £24.99 

Telescopic Worklight 500W 
Was £24^9 

Moonlighting Kit with Timer 
Was £34.99 
Black Floodlight 150W 
Was £&39 
4 Way TVailing Socket 
and 1m lead 


£11.99 

SAVE SOP 

£6.99 

SAVE £1AO 

£14.99 

SAVE £3 

£13.95 

SAVE £1 



£29.99 

SAVE £5 


SAVE £1 

£22.49 

SAVE £2^0 

£19.99 

SAVE £5 

£29.99 

SAVE £S 

£3.49 

SAVE SOP 

oniy£3.99 


600W 4 V 2 " 

Angle Grinder 

550W Hammer Drill 
Was £34£9 

0-2.500 RPM/13mm Chuck 

Brick Bolster and Guard 9x3’ £5.99 

Was £999 SAVEE1 

3 Way Combination ONLy£26.99 
Ladder 

3m Double Extension Ladder £39.99 
Was £44.99 SAVE £5 

Manufactured Id BS2037 Class 3 

Standard Loft Ladder £27.99 

Was £29.99 SAVE £2 


WE WON'T BE BEATEN ON PRICE 

Wicker, has always been the place to go ior the lowest prices - guaranteed. 

In the unlikely event that you find the equivalent product in stock at any ot our competitors 
at a lower price, including special otters or sale prices within 7 days o! purchase, 
not only will we match that price, but 

WE'LL BEAT IT BY A FURTHER 
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OF THE DIFFERENCE FOR YOUR TROUBLE 


I iior? for term* and CC-f.Cl-i ©:*.*. 


Don’t be fooled by suggested cheap prices 
on key seaonal items. 

Buv vour DIY products and projects 
with confidence at Wickes. 
Uobe3 ,ad.e prices, best qua.ity and value. 


TTWickes 

THE EXPERTS IN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
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Balkans’ 
favourite 
granny 
sees it all 

C onsulting with oracles on 
Lhe part of military and 
political leaders has a long and 
honourable history. In feet it 
is only in recent centuries 
that the practice has fallen 
from fashion. No doubt the 
modem obsession with scien- 
tific method has something to 
do with the change, but sci- 
ence has brought not one jot 
of foresight and predictabili- 
ty into the political sphere. 
Leaders are constantly and 
universally surprised by the 
twists and turns of history. 
Chamberlain was taken by 
surprise. Hitler was taken by 
surprise. Churchill was taken 
by surprise. More recently 
the various already forgotten 
Communist leaders in Eastern 
Europe were taken by sur- 
prise. And more recently still 
Margaret Thatcher, George 
Bush ... from their positions 
of maximum access to all 
available information, they 
got it wrong and paid the 
price. Bill Clinton is a certain 
winner in November, of 
course - which suddenly 
makes Bob Dole look rather 
a good bet 

All the more reason then to 
lake Granny Yanga seriously. 
Granny lives in a remote 
mountain village in southern 
Bulgaria, near the border with 
Greece. 

She is 85 years old and 
blind. But she' can see clear- 
ly, into the future. And she is 
the most revered Bulgarian 
alive. 

Compared with her, Hris- 
to Stoichkov, sadly unable to 
show off his own magic at 
Wembley on Wednesday, is a 
nobody. 

Her pronouncements are 
always faithfully reported by 
Bulgaria's media and provide 
a much-needed source of 
comfort as the country makes 
its painful transition from 
Communism to democracy 
and a market-based economy. 

Top politicians regularly 
travel from all over the Balka- 
ns and from Russia to seek her 
advice. 

Her fellow octogenarian 
and former dictator Todor 
Zhivkov still keeps in touch 
and sent her gifts on her re- 
cent name-day, also the Or- 
thodox Christian feast of the 
Annunciation. 

And what was the sub- 
stance of her pronouncement 
on this occasion? “Things will 
be difficult until May but 
thereafter they will improve,” 
she foretold. There are fa- 
miliar resonances here. Diffi- 
cult to place at first, then quite 
unmistakable. This is our very- 
own Kenneth Clarke. 

The Chancellor has not 
been in southern Bulgaria re- 
cently, so far as 1 recall. But 
then. Granny Vanga does 
have a telephone. 


I am told by people who have 
been there that not much 
happens in Bulgaria, which no 
doubt makes prophesying a lit- 
tle easier than it might oth- 
erwise be. You can get away 
with the broader view and not 
gel tripped up by the detail. 
This may also explain why 
Switzerland can seem an ex- 
citing place to live and ... yes 
... fall in love. In 1991 Presi- 
dent Zhelyu Zhelev appoint- 
ed one Elena Kircheva as 
Sofia's ambassador to Berne. 
Unfortunately she seems to 
have met with bad company 
and, as tbose from the more 
genteel backgrounds may in 
such circumstances, suc- 
cumbed. The company she 
succumbed to in the country 
where the cows might have a 
touch of the folie Angjaise but 
the people are as sane as 
cowbells, is Peiar Hadzhidim- 
itrov. Peiar is obviously a 
touch schizophrenic. He is an 
admirer of Adolf Hitler but at 
the same time denies that 
the culmination of his hero’s 
life's work, the Holocaust, 
ever look place. He has only 
lived in Switzerland since 
1974. so perhaps a cure is in 
the offing. But his homeland 
- Bulgaria, again, - is not do- 
ing much to help. Unlike 
many East European coun- 



Zhivkov: Often consults 
fortune-telling granny 

tries. Bulgaria prides itself 
on lacking an anti-Semitic tra- 
dition. During the Second 
World War it refused to hand 
over its Jews to the Nazis, de- 
spite being a German ally. 

So it is deeply embarrassed by 
the marriage of its ambas- 
sador. President Zhelev has set 
in motion the procedure for re- 
moving Mrs Hadzhidimitrov 
from her post. 

W e suggested last week 
that Lech Walesa might 
be carrying a grudge against 
the Queen for not recognising 
him as a brother monarch. 
The substance of their private 
conversation this week has not 
been revealed, but he has 
now turned his ire against his 
own country’s treatment of 
him. Polish law provides an ex- 
president with a bodyguard, a 
car and health care at a gov- 
ernment clinic - but no pen- 
sion. So lhe former f 100-a- 
month electrician has now- 
sent a fax to the management 
of his old shipyard in” Gdan- 
sk asking for his old job back. 

James Roberts 
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China to bar Patten 
from handover 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 


The first group of the 10,000 
Zulus to “hit the streets of 
Johannesburg yesterday in a 
controversial denionstraiion 
seemed to materialise out of 
thin air. The Jeppeslown district 
was deserted most of the mom- 
ins, but for a few dozen soldiers 
and police agents who cradled 
shotguns against their flak jack- 
ets at some road blocks. 

Then. 4O0 Zulu warriors wav- 
ing knoWrerries. metal pipes. 


sticks and spears turned a cor- 
ner. Where there was silence a 
moment before, an entire 
neighbourhood was abruptly 
heaving with rhythmic chanting 
and the clacking of truncheons 
against cattle-hide shields. 

'"Die police stared at a wall of 
Zulu demonstrators in a 
variety of costumes, ranging 
from leopard-skin loincloths to 

pink dresses. The Zulu impi. or 
recimenL waved its traditional 
weapons in a taunting manner 


at the police and in dear defi- 
ance of the Jaw. 


The police vowed only hours 
before to uphold the week-old 
Dangerous Weapons Acl But 
in such circumstances, even 
with their shotguns, any at- 
tempt to disarm the crowd 
would have been foolhardy. In- 
stead, the police talked into 
their two-way radios and gave 
way before the prancing war- 
riors and ululating women. 

It was one of the few tense 
moments in a day of protest 
which passed with suiprisingfy 
few incidents. The demonstra- 
tion was called to commemorate 


the shooting to death of eight 
Inkatha supporters outside the 
Shell House building, the head- 
quarters of President Nelson 
Mandela's ANC, two years ago, 
on 28 March. It became known 
as the Shell House massacre and 
is still a source of friction be- 
tween the ANC and Inkatha. 

Tension was high before the 
demonstration as both the ANC 
and its Inkatha rivals traded 
accusations of plots to provoke 
a similar incident 

But in the end, as is often the 
case in South Africa these days. 


it was the law which had to yield 
One police officer assured me 
that “particularly dangerous** 
weapons, such as spears and 
axes, had been confiscated . 

In the next breath he admit- 
ted it had been done in very few 
cases and only when the police 
were dealing with small, man- 
ageable" groups of Zulus. 

poUaTand the army, whe^oor- 
doned off parts of the dty cen- 
tre with razor wire, as well as the 
police’s pragmatic approach to 
enforcing the law, were credit- 


ed for allowing the demonstra- 
tion to pass without trouble. . 

But the police's failure to 
make good its threat has left tiie 
government looking weak, and 
has reinforced an impression 
that people in South Africa 
may flout the laws they dislike. 

The Dangerous Weapons 
Act, passed tea week at the urg- 
ing of Mr Mandela and his Safe- 
ty and Security Minister, Sydney 
Mufamadi, was aimed at re- 
ducing the poll deal violence 
between ANC and Inkatha in 
KwaZulu-Natal 


The fear is that, as yesterday 
showed, the new law is unen- 
’ forcable. A similar weapons 
ban was instituted by the last 
white-minority government of 
FW de. Klerk at the behest of 
the recently' unbanned ANC. 
Then'the polks were also faced, 
with huge rallies, where it was 
impossible to disarm.. people, 
withoutinviting manslaughter. 

• Unless the ; government 


the SbeD House massacre, next 
year’s demonstration may not 


Shin Bet 

under fire 
over murder 
of Rabin 
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Bong Kong — China is bent on 
preventing Governor Chris Pat- 
ten from participaimgan the 
joint ceremonv for Hong 
Kong’s transfer to China next 
year according to diplomatic 
'sources. Britain’s chief nego- 
tiator on the handover, Hugh 
Davies, reported “difficulties 
yesterday after the latest round 
of lattes in the Sino-British Joint 
Liaison Group. Renter 

Village siege ends 

LeienJuu) — Commandos 
; overpowered one of Germany's 
■ most; notorious criminals and 
• freed seven members of his 
former wife’s family that he had 
tizreatened tokiU during a gru- 
elling 24-hour ordeal in a rur- 
al village. Prosecutors identified 
the manat Norbert Hatjner, 45, 
who spent II years in jail for a 
series of spectacular bank rob- 
beries and kidnappings in the 
‘ 1970s and eaifv l5S0s Reuter 


Okinawa base row 






Tbkyo The Prime Minister, 
Ryu taro Hashimoto, signed 
documents to force reluctant 
property owners bn Okinawa to 
renew leases far US military 
bases after the local governor 
refused to do so. Throughout 
the day, a construction crew bur- 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 


Yitzhak Rabin’s bodyguards 
believed the Israeli radical right 
was more likely to throw stones 
and tomatoes than to try to mur- 
der the prime minister, ac- 
cording to the official report on 
the assassination, which was 
published yesterday. 

The three-man commission, 
headed by MeirShamgar. a for- 
mer president of the Supreme 
Court and which spent four 
months investigating security 
lapses which allowed Yigal 
Amir to kill Rabin so easily, de- 
cided there was no evidence of 
a conspiracy. Although Karmi 
Gillon. then head of" the Shin 
Bet IGSS) security service, 
knetv the danger of Rabin be- 
ing attacked by a member of the 
far right was increasing, he did 



Rabin: Video showed how 
easy it was for his killer 


nothin® to impress this on his 
subordinates or the prime min- 
ister s bodyguards. 

The commission had a nar- 
row brief in investigating the im- 
mediate security breakdown on 
4 November, when Rabin was 
shot three times in the back as 
he left a "Yes to Peace. No to 
Violence” rally in Tel Aviv. Is- 
raelis were astonished last year 
to see on an amateur video that 
Amir was able to dawdle for 40 
minutes as he waited for his vic- 
tim without anybody asking 
what he was doing. There were 
only two bodyguards with Ra- 
bin as he was shot, neither 
standing directly behind him. 

The report said: “The Shin 
Bet had abundant information 
about the intensification of 
threats against the lives nf 
prominent persons, first and 


foremost the Prime Minister. 
The Shin Bet did not do 
enough, in terms of adjusting its 
protection method to the new 
risks, to cope with the worsen- 
ing threat, and did not ensure 
that its bodyguards properly un- 
derstood the severity of” this 
threat. " 

The commission rejected the 
thesis that the need for politi- 
cians to have direcL contact 
with the public made the task 
of protecting Rabin impossible. 
It said the failings were organ- 
isational: it mentioned a num- 
ber of tunes the unwillingness 
of all the security services to di- 
rect efforts towards detecting 
and stopping a Jewish assassin. 

The commission W3S not 
mandated to deal with the 
build-up of violent opposition 
to Rabin's policy of partial 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank. Its definition of a con- 
spiracy to assassinate was nar- 
rowly defined. 

There was no doubt Amir be- 
longed to a circle of militant re- 
ligious nationalists prepared to 
use violence to oppose the Oslo 
Accords. Some members of the 
group knew of his intentions to 
kill Rabin, Shlomi Halevy, a stu- 
dent, had told police, though in 
a convoluted form, of Amir's in- 
tention to commit murder, 
claiming he had overheard it in 
a lavatory in a Tel Aviv bus sta- 
tion. In reality, he had been toJd 
by his girlfriend. 

The commission's 214-page 
report has a 1 18-page classified 
annexe. Judge Sbamgar is very 
much an establishment figure 
and the conclusions of the re- 
port are for the most part bland. 

Mr Gillon stepped down as 
head of the Shin Bet in Janu- 
ary, though he said yesterday 
that he offered his resignation 
three days after the assassina- 
tion. The head of VIP protec- 
tion has also resigned. Other 
Shin Bet officials responsible for 
protecting Rabin were cen- 
sured in the report. 

Rabin's assassination has re- 
sulted in much tighter security 
for senior officials, including his 
successor, Shimon Peres, and his 
Cabinet ministers. 

Ministers now say that their 
guards keep them away from 
the public at a time when they 
want to mingle with the crowds 
in the run-up io the election on 
29 Mav. 


ried : to complete a . security- 
fence around a US military 


. communications unit where po- 




; expect 
forced renewal 


protests against the 




Hunt for monks 


a&it 


Paris . — Algerian security' 
forees^searclmig ."for. seven 
French Trappist monks sealed 
off the Islamist stronghold of 
Medea from where they were 
r abducted 24 hours earlier by 
suspected Muslim militants. 
‘ r Wb are waiting anxiously for 
some hews of them but unfor- 
tunately we have heard nothing 
so far.” said a spokesman for the 
Algiers diocese Reuter 


Exercising restraint: An Israeli soldier releasing a handcuffed Palestinian after yesterday's swoop on the university town of Bir Zeit Photograph: AP 


Hundreds held in crackdown on Palestinian students 


Jerusalem — Israeli forces yes- 
terday arrested 200 students at 
Bir Zeit university, 10 per cent 
of the student body of the 
most prestigious Palestinian 
educational institution in the 
occupied territories, writes 
Patrick Cockbum- 
The arrests started at 4am 
yesterday when large contin- 
gents of Israeli security forces 
moved into the bill-top town of 


Bir Zeit, north of Jerusalem, 
and two nearby villages. Loud- 
speakers announced that the 
town was under curfew as teams 
of soldiers entered student 
houses and apartment buildings. 
Students and others detained 
were held in a playing field in 
the nearby village of Jifna. 

Israeli radio said that 370 
Palestinians had been detained. 
The army said that the aim was 


to arrest suspected guerrillas, limited gains they made through 
confiscate weapons and “round 4he Oslo accords are being 
up and-Yeturn home Pales tinr- ^Steadily eroded. In addition to 
ans who were staying in these the clamp -down by Israel, the 


areas illegally”. This refers to 
students from Gaza attending 
Bir Zeit, though the university 
says only half the students 
detained come from there. 

The mass round-up will fur- 
ther alienate Palestinians on the 
West Bank who feel that the 


Palestinian Authority has ar- 
rested at least 7 00 suspected 
members of Hamas or Islamic 
Jihad according to Amnesty 
International. 

In the wake of the four sui- 
cide bombings which killed 62 
people in Israel, Israeli securi- 


ty forces have moved back into 
the 465 villages from which 
they had largely departed. . 

The blowing up of the hous- 
es of the families of those ak 
leged to be involved in suicide . 
bombing and other high profile 
gestures appear to be aimed at 
ii^ressmgthelsraelielectorate 
with the government’s tough 
stance on security in the lead up 
to the election on 29 May. 


Priests and a judge in child-sex scandal 


Hostage seen alive 

Urtray, Cambodia — -A British 
land mine removal- expert and 
his Cambodian interpreter; held 
hostage by an armed gang, have 
been seen alive at a camp be- 
longing to Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas. They were seen by 
messengers' sent by the gov- 
ernment to help negotiate the 
release of Christopher Howes 
and his colleague in die British- 
based Mines Advisory Group, 
who we re detained Tuesday-AP 

Bangladesh sit-in 

• Dhaka — : President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas agreed to a lav 
that all future elections in 
Bangladesh be overseen by 
non-party caretaker govern- 
ments. But thousands of angry 
dvil servants, defying a polio: 
ban and demmding that the 
caretaker regime take charge 
now, continued their sit-in at 
the secretariat, the hub of civ- 
il administration. Reuter 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Madrid 


Three priests, a marquis, a uni- 
versity professor, a policeman, 
a juvenile court judge and a re- 
tired flamenco dancer. This col- 
lection, together with 50 other 
people, have one thing in com- 
mon: embroilment in a scandal 
involving a homosexual child 
prostitution ring in the southern 
Spanish city of Seville. Two men, 
a comedian and a singer, were 
bailed for 2m pesetas (£10,000) 
this week on suspicion of cor- 
rupting minors in the case. 

After months of investigating 


the goings on at the Amy gay 
bar, in Seville, Judge Maria Aux- 
iliadora Echavarri recently 
lifted the ban on reporting (hat 
she had formerly imposed. 

But she withheld the names 
of the witnesses, more than 20 
boys some as young as 14. 
for their protection. They are 
identified only by number. 

The scandal emerged when a 
young victim who did not re- 
ceive promised payment tipped 
off the authorities more than a 
year ago that under-age boys 
were subjected to sexual abuse 
by prosperous dignitaries who 
frequented the Amy bar. One 


of the witnesses - known by the 
pseudonym "Eduardo” - said in 
a radio interview in January that 
he had been offered clothes, 
money, drinks, travel and co- 
caine in exchange for sexual 
favours. 

The decision to conceal the 
identity of the accusers was 
denounced by defence lawyers 
as recalling the worst tradi- 
tions of the Inquisition. 

They learnt details of the ac- 
cusations only by wading 
through 16 fat volumes of 
anonymous testimony, a labour 
that the Justice Ministry eased 
somewhat at the weekend bv 


renting for them an industrial 
photocopier. 

The cnief evidence against 
the singer Javier Gurruchaga 
was his apparent request by tele- 
phone from a Seville hotel to 
the Amy for a *mcrito" (an 
Arab Ixjy) to be sent to him. The 
police had tapped his call Oth- 
ers, including the comedian 
Jorge CadavaJ. are implicated 
on the evidence of young victims 
and in some cases photographs 
taken in the Amy by policemen 
posing as potential' clients. 

Judge Manuel Rico Lara, 


who presided over Seville’s ju- 
venile court, was suspended 


from his functions and bailed for 
lm pesetas in Januaiy after one 
boy testified to having had a sex- 
ual relationship with him. The 
judge declared his innocence 
and claimed . he bad been a 
victim of mistaken identity. 

The Amy was closed last 
October and its owner, Carlos 
Saldana, jailed on charges of 
promoting under-age prostitu- 
tion. One of the establishment's 
highlights was Friday-night bin- 
go with a naked boy in a private 
cubicle as the top prize. The 
youths were mostly Spaniards 
but included some from else-' 
where in Europe and Morocco. 


Farewell in space 

Cape Canaveral — Stormy 
weather moving into Florida 
forced Nasa to call the shuttle 
Atlantis to land tomorrow, a day 
early. The decision was an- 
nounced a few hours after the 
crews of the shuttle and the 
Russian space station Mir said 
goodbye in a brief but emotional 
ceremony. Reuter 


'Godfather’ dies 

Tokyo — Shin Kanemaru, who 
wielded immense power as 
Japan’s political godfather for 
dour decides until he was oust- 
ed by a- huge corruption scan- 
dal, died yesterday of a stroke 
at the age of 81. AP 

' Obituary page 22 
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The most relaxing, hassle free trip you've ever had 
is now possible when you fly World Business 
Class to any of 200 US cities with Northwest 
Airlines or our partner KIM. S, 


Your transatlantic flight will be out of Gatwick or 


\ Amsterdam Schiphol and in World Business Class 

Ll • 

you’ll experience comfort down to the tips of 


your toes. 


If vou live within 60 miles of Gatwick or 


You can even earn free travel- not just to the 




even one of our 19 regional airports we ll 
send a complementary chauffeur driven 


United States but to more than 400 destin- 


ations in 80 countries on 6 continents. 
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Town 



A rampant urban moralism has been unleashed upon the countryside. Those working the land see townies lost in a haze 
of hypocrisy and ignorance. The BSE scare springs from the estranged relationship of modem farmers and consumers 


T 1 he wet-eyed young farmer who told a 

X television crew there would soon be 
more people dead by suicide on farms than 
dead by Creutzfeldt-Jacob disease was 
repeating a warning that is being echoed 
across the countryside. Mad cow disease 
is not only a health question, nor simply a 
politics question. It is a question of town 
and country. It has provoked the biggest 
crisis for generations in relations between 
farming, or country people, and the cities 
where most of us five. And this has been 
a long time brewing. 

In the city, for the consumer, there are 
always options. In the country, for strug- 
gling medium-sized farmers, there aren't. 
There, the force of urban consumer choice, 
far beyond the power of politicians, will 

wipe out rural busi- 1 

nesses, hopes, compa- f 

nies -and yes, probably 

some lives, too. Once EKfe v- 

this plague has passed, i 

a whole culture of agri- 

cultural know-how will 

have passed away. And 

what must hurt more ^ 

than anything is that 
the disappearance of 

those farmers will 

cause barely’ a ripple of 

disquiet among the r amiGrS H 

ruminant urbanites. , . 

There has been a tO IGCtUl 
terrible reversal in far- ( 1 ^ 

mens’ reputations. Not 3.2111113,1 lO 
so long ago, they were , 
respected national ilSYG X16VI 

heroes, whose sweat ,, . - 

and knowledge helped 3ll Dig! 

the country survive war . . 

and eat ever better in 3 SIGH 

peacetime. Townies 

might not know much 
about burning, but they knew fanners mat- 
tered. Only a few generations ago. most fac- 
tory workers, clerks and professional peo- 
ple would have had some dim memory that 
their people had come from some working 
village, shire or farm. In milli ons of Victo- 
rian and early 20th-century workers' homes, 
prints of farmyards and cottages kept the 
memory of a rural past alive. 

Quite recently, there has been a dramatic 
change in attitude. A rampant urban moral- 
ism has increasingly painted farmers as big- 
business villains - cruel, greedy, insensitive, 
polluting. When protesters against the live 
export of lambs or veal calves blockade 
Shoreham, urban morality speaks. When 
hunt saboteurs pack into minivans and head 
for the shires, urban morality is outraged. 
When suspicious consumers challenge store 
managers about pesticides in fruit, when 
suburban ramblers find old hedges have 
been grubbed up, or twitchers fail to hear 
expected birdsong - then, and in scores of 
other examples, urban Britain stares bleakly 
at rural Britain, and finds it wanting. 

From the other end of the telescope, the 
minority still working the land stares back 
at the cities and suburbs and see a haze of 
hypocrisy and ignorance. They see con- 
sumers wanting cheap, interesting and 
varied food, without being ready to spend 
much time or money on it. Yet the major- 
ity who prefers life that way descends mto 


moral spasm whenever they glimpse the 
consequences of their impossible demands. 
Then thinking fanners hear lectures from 
“animal lovers" who have never sat up at 
night with a sick calf. Now they must lis- 
ten to a great roar of approval for the 
destruction of their livelihoods. 

We have been walking towards this dis- 
aster for a long time. As the first industrial 
country, Britain has been losing any con- 
nection with growing food for hundreds of 
years. From the 18th century onwards there 
occurred one of the great changes in 
mankind’s history. It was simply but well 
described by the historian Harold Perkin as 
“a revolution in human productivity, in the 
capacity of men to wring a living from nature 
... " This, Pbrkin said, “enabled a minority 

a of a much larger popu- 

lation to grow the food 
for all the rest, releasing 
the majority for other 
kinds of work, including 
modern industry, mech- 
anised transport, large- 
scale government, mass 
warfare and the profes- 
sions. It created the 
modem city ... ” 

Our contemporary 

world, with its liberating 

UUSt listen technologies, its huge 

human population, its 
*es from myriad consumer 

, , choice, its cyberspace 

Vei*S wno and post-modem irony, 

rests on something most 
er sat up of us no longer think 

, . , about The countryside 

it With is a place few people 

I „ live in and fewer under- 

Z Call stand. The pressure on 

agriculture to make less 

earth produce more 
food becomes ever more relentless. 

There is nothing new about urban squea- 
mishness and willing ignorance when it 
comes to frxxL Vegetarianism and a concern 
for animal welfare have been well-recorded, 
if minority interests, for hundreds of years. 
In the early 1700s the Duke of Montagu, 
who loved lambs but said that “when by 
chance he saw ’em killing one, he turned his 
head away and could not bear to look,” is 
the hypocritical ancestor of modem man. 

Hus disconnection between beast and 
plate, field and food, has grown more dan- 
gerous with the rise of factoiy processing 
and industrial techniques. Anonymous, 
highly flavoured, brightly packaged gunk - 
sweetened breakfast gunk, crispy-dyed 
snack gunk, breaded microwave Tv gunk, 
even gourmet gunk - is producing an extra- 
ordinarily ignorant generation. A survey for 
the Countryside Campaign, launched last 
November, discovered that one in five chil- 
dren aged seven to 10 believed eggs were 
laid by pigs and bacon came from chicken. 
A third didn't know that oats, barley and 
peas were grown in Britain. One in 10 
thought there were lions, tigers and kan- 
garoos at large in the British countryside. 

Urban adults are, no doubt, less ignorant. 
We are pretty gullible, even so. We are stu- 
p'd enough to think that brown-shelled eggs 
are more “natural''; and when egg pro- 
ducers put colouring in chicken food to 


ANDREW MARR 


Farmers must listen 
to lectures from 
‘animal lovers’ who 
have never sat up 
all night with 
a sick calf 



. . . Runners must taker responsibility for 
what has happened on Their farms. The 
hysteria they are suffering from is parttythe 
-result of the- consumer. ignorance from 
which many of them have profited in the 
past But the urban consumer cannot turn 
round and bleat; “m one ever told me 
about what happens in abattoirs, food pro- 
cessing plants and egg farms . The infor- 
mation, lb be sure, is partly hidden by the 
bland will of . food ccnnpaity propaganda 
that splashes words' like “naturaT' aloag- 
side images oFIbscari peasants, Swiss pas- 
lures and half-timbered English barns. But 
it is not secret ft takes amomenfs thought 
to. make one wonder at the .relatively kw 
price and abundance, in the supermarket 
And after wondering what has been done 
to achieve this - a fourfold increase in agri- 
end tnral- production since 1945 — it is not 
.hard to conre, tythe fruth. . ; . 

Wh are free people’ and with fhretfom 
comes the duty to be informed and to think. 
Our ignorance of our countryside is, for die 
most part; wiHirig. We are ready to tii ink of 
it via vague, reassuring images, from Post- 
- man Pat to Constable*, as a place of tran- 
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The rural dream: industrial workers kept alive the memories of their past with idealised prints 


ensure that we get brown-shelled eggs very 
few of us slop and ask what suddenly hap- 
pened to all the white-shelled eggs. 

We think, or pretend to think, that cows 
live in fields and that “free-range" chick- 
ens spend their lives pecking at com in cob- 
bled farmyards, rather than in factory-style 
sheds. And so on. This thoughtlessness 
about how food happens can lead politi- 
cians, like the rest of us, into hilarious 
inanitv. as when Teresa Gorman reminded 


the Commons, in tremulous tones, that the cency to explosions of h 
salmonella scare had caused the death of directly dangerous, too. 


Hutton Beutsch 


ria. But it is 
d consumers 


a million chickens. What, I wonder, did she 
think was meant to happen to them? That 
they were going to end their days in 
Bournemouth retirement homes watching 
daytime television? 

Squeamish ignorance about food is dan- 
gerous partly because it leads to events Kke 
the current beef and brain disease affair. 
We swing from long periods of compla- 


and the media been more interested in. 
food production and more knowledgeable, 
would farmers have .esperimented .with 
feeding cows on the. mashed remains of 
sheep? Would the Ministry of Agriculture 
have been so relaxed about the widespread 
use of organo-phosphates? Would there 
have been more caution about the effect 
of plastic packaging on meat? ' 


as a heavily mecbanrsed- teirain wbose 
inhabitants worry about market .share, 
unemployment and return on capital. 

• WendelL Berry, the American fanner 
and writer, has reflected that what be calls 
tire“mdustrialeater^ has lost sense of the 
CTilhue and'orimns of food, and that -this 
is highly convenient for' Lhe fopd industry: 
“The products of nature and Agriculture 
have' been made, to ah appearances, the- 
products of industry. Both eater and eaten 
are m exfle from biolqgical reality It 
would dot- do fori the consumer to know 
that the hamburger she is eating came from 
a steer who spent much of his life stand- 
ing deep in his own cxcrcmcQt in a fccd- 

I6U helping to poBute the local streams.” 

. Wdl. we knaW nbw.And we also know 
that What seems convenient for the food 
uduWiy .may turn out, to be disastrous not 
jostforscmxspasrivecQnsiiiri^ 
farmer, the farm- worker, the abattoir 
owner, the local haulier,thechecsemakcr 
and the vfllage diop — in short, for the 
codntiyside itself. . • . . 

There are pcditical answers: an. assault on . 
the Common Agricultural Polity, which 
encourages in tcasve vol ume fam ang^t the 
expense of sroaDcf-scale farms; positive 
-enconragfcnjeijt foroiganK fanning;; per- 
: hapsa andgra^gsystom designed 

to promote h^j-qriality British food. ; . 

Bu^ the-reat pewer for reform lies-with 
us, faeqbiisu^^ 

powerful and in "historical - terms, wealthy 
too. Modem prosperity^ encouraging a 
demand 'for. locally: butchered meat 
oigaincv^etablesa^specialitycheeses. 
Tt may betJqected that this isiin. Site, mid- 
dte-class development but many reforms 
in taste and culture Wart there. We have 
enough quantity, indeed, too much quan- 
tity. We need.'quafity instead. We need to 
baxjme a country that grows. less; better. 
This is aiesson that applies tomore about 
modern .Britain than its ;agriculture. But 
■ our agricultural economy, which has come 
dose to disaster in recent days, is where the 
quaUtyJWDlution. must start 



Diary 


Beef, belief and 
kangaroo nibbles 

In all the secular coverage of the BSE 
scare, it has been left to the humble 
Baptist Times to come up with a spir- 
itual angle. Under a bold headline, 
“Beef and Belief", its editorialponders 
the problem with proper Christian 
modesty. “There is little that a news- 
paper such as ours can add to the 
debate," it begins. Undaunted, it goes 
on and asks: “Is there a distinctively 
Christian contribution which can be 
made?" .... , 

There is indeed. “Abslainmg from 
beef is one way Christians might wish 
to consider the traditional pre-Easler 
Lenten period of abstinence." Just tell 
all the angry farmers that you’re vexy 
sorry, but you can’t be blamed - reli- 
gion strictly forbids that beefburger. 

Just one’ minor drawback, though. 
Aren’t you meant to give up something 
you’d actually like to eat? 

And what to eat instead? There I 
can be of some assistance. The answer 
came at a reception at Australia House 
for costumes from the Australian bal- 
let this week. Guests were nervily fin- 
gering the nibbles. Is it beef, they whis- 
pered? No, replied the cultural 
attache, proudly. It’s i kangaroo, twas. 
And we all forgot childhoods juried up 
with AA Milne and munched merrily. 


‘Our Tune’ 
fades out 

An era ends. An era 
0 f toe^curling, 

cringe-making 
gunge perhaps. But 
an era nevertheless. 
Simon Bates’s "Our 
Tune", the a*}®" 

morning, how-we-met memory wfodi 
raoveduom Radio 1 to Talk Radio. 
p.jl. r imfiferriav Bates 


matic about “Our Tune" or its creator. 
She claimed it prompted S per cent of 
people to reach for the off button. “The 
public hated it," she said. “We had peo- 
ple ringing to complain every time we 
played a record, saying ‘You are sup- 
posed to be a talk station'." Bales's cosy 
style and half-hour interviews were not 
what was needed, she added. 

Material there surely for one final 
“Our Tune". One can imagine the 
scene at the Talk Radio studios. Simon 
and spokeswoman glance at each other 
slyly; a furtive smile plays across 
spokeswoman's lips. Simon quivers 
and his spectacles mist up. “You’re a 
turn-off," she whispers seductively in 
his ear. And so especially for you. 
Simon, from central London, The 
Beaties and “Hello Goodbye". 


Your share of protest 

Tony Blair will be pleased to see his vision 
of the stakeholder society has been seized 
on by the Campaign Against the Anns 
Trade. The organisation is urging its sup- 
porters to attend the annual meeting of 
British Aerospace on 1 May to protest 
against its sale of Hawk Fighter planes 
to Indonesia. To encourage a good turn- 
out, the campaign is advertising free RAe 
shares in its latest newsletter. 


Vive la pay-off 

They say these things better in France. 
Christine Ockrent (right), the most 




important woman in the French media, 
resigned this week as director and edi- 
tor-in-chief of L 'Express, France’s high- 
est circulation weekly magazine, fol- 
lowing les differences with the 
magazine’s new owners. Ms Ockrent, 
who runs her own production company 
and hosts a political TV show, said in 
her farewell letter 
to staff that she 
was leaving “with 
head held high and 
a generous heart”. 

It was a fine 
French flourish. 

How many media 
moguls over here 
even possess gen- 
erous hearts, let 
alone publicise 
them? 

Mind you, Ms Ockrent can afford to 
have a generous heart. According to 
colleagues, she left L ‘Express wire a 
pay-off which, like her head, was high. 


Any abjections? 

A misprint that Leeds West Conserv- 
ative Association certainly didn’t 
intend In the list of motions for the 
Conservative Central Council meeting 
at Harrogate this weekend. The case 
of the deportation of the Sandi dissi- 
dent is, it boasts, “an abject lesson” 
to those who come to Britain to abase- 
our hospitality. Hard to know bow to 
vote, realty. 


Exclusive Sony 
offer. 6 months 
Free line rental. 
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moved Irom Radio 1 to taut 
Sadly for toe-curlers, yesterday Bates 
and TMk Radio parted company, with 
a spokeswoman being none too diplo- 


may hwctiricfr quaffing champagne, mh &foe w-as left with pigswiS (although; 
- his spwialcffK®. 1631 *? ww Oscars, above). v 

feat bafrd. UoydsBaat woffiorof the fortbftamin^ • ... 
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l see BSE jokes are beguiling to 
surface. 

The first has two cows in a field- One 
says to the other: “Wonying, all this 
mad cow disease talk, isn’t u?" ’Doesn’t 
bother me," comes the reply, *Tm a 
horse." 

Readers who have better and sicker 
offerings ... my mailbag awaits, . 
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Tories select 
a loser 


T he Conservatives are dangerously 
close lo ihe edge oFa gaping hole. U s 
called a return to The Eleven-plus and ii 
could swallow them. Encouraged by the 
short-term success they enjoyed exploit- 
ing Harriei Harman's decision lo send one 
other sons io a selective school. I hey have 
decided tint select ion is an issue iliey can 
exploit. If they do so. by proposing ihe 
widespread re introduction of selection l’or 
secondary schools it will be as political 
misconceived as it is educationally Hawed 
and socially regressive. 

Britain needs reforms which will break 
down ihe class ridden nature ot its edu- 
cation system, not reinforce those divi- 
sions by taking us back to the Fifties. 

Education yesterday to provided the 
reluctant backdrop For another pre-elec- 
tion political skirmish. Gillian Shephard, 
the Education Secretary, promised a 
white paper to expand academic selection 
in man! maintained schools. Earlier her 
Labour counterpart David Blunkett had 
launched a a plan for Individual Learn- 
ing Accounts. Underpinning their state- 
ments lie two quite different responses to 
concerns about ihe quality of education. 
Yesterday's announcements will set the 
pattern for many a clash to come. 

The Prime Minister's policy unit 
appears, to have persuaded Mrs Shephard 
to go along with its dream of recreating 
grammar schools. The While Paper will 
canvas the possibility of allowing schools 
to select their intake. It would be a grave 
mistake. 

Setting children for subjects is a great 
improvement on mixed ability teaching. 
Institutionalising segregation into sepa- 
rate ability schools is a mistake. Border- 
line children cannot switch easily between 
ability groups, and less academic children 
would be quickly stigmatised. .Academic 
segregation goes against the grain of 
other advance in the government's edu- 
cation policy -- including this week's 


Dealing report, which tried lo encourage 
a more open and respectful altitude 
towards vocational skills. Mr Major will 
find that evoking grammar schools is a 
political error as well. Schools are not 
interested. Only one per cent of the 
grant maintained schools and education 
bodies consulted on increasing selection 
responded with any enthusiasm. 

Parents know that education is increas- 
ingly the besL if not the only, insurance 
policy against unemployment and inse- 
curity. They also know' that expanding 
selection will only help those with the 
brightest. Everyone else will be even 
more worried than before that their chil- 
dren will be written off. 

By advocating grammar schools Mr 
Major is attempting to soothe parental 
dissatisfaction with 'atavism. The educa- 
tional standards and discipline of a myth- 
ical golden past are invoked as a solution 
to the anxieties about change and inse- 
curity in the present. Few will find this 
convincing. Parents who are concerned 
about the next generation will be looking 
for new ideas to help equip them for the 
future, not old promises about a return 
to the past. 

This is where Messrs Blunkett and Blair 
step in. Their proposals are aimed at pro- 
viding remedies for very modem prob- 
lems. Targeted first at the unskilled their 
Individual Learning Accounts would 
incorporate government, individual and 
employer contributions to help people 
take control of their careers by acquiring 
,new skills. Of course Labour hasn't found 
the answer to the skills deficit in Britain, 
just as they have not yet found a way to 
combine diversity and choice within the 
comprehensive system. But they are at 
least taking the right kind of approach: 
one that is inclusive but leaves ample 
room for choice and individual initiative. 
Those should be the watchwords of a 
modem education and training policy. 


Eastern fantasies 


66 Ti was a cock-up. pure and simple." 

A was the Palace spokesman s expla- 
nation for the Queen forgetting to men- 
tion the fate of Polish Jews in her speech 
to the Warsaw parliament. The same 
could be said of the whole of her gaffe- 
strewn visit to eastern Europe this week. 

But then the visit is itself symbolic of 
the patchy, uncertain and ambiguous 
character of British engagement with 
eastern Europe since 1989. Lots of stir- 
ring rhetoric, lots oF history', some advice, 
nof much action. Margaret Thatcher 
briefly provided an ideological link with 
the aspirant monetarist reformers of the 
region. But that was never going lo be 
enough to sustain a fully-fledged rela- 
tionship. Yet since her departure Britain's 
relations in the region seem to have 
become directionless. 

The Queen's trip sits squarely within 
that amateurish tradition. A gaggle of 
management consultants making claims 
about the British formulae for privatisa- 
tion or t incredibly \ how to organise local 
government are no substitute for invest- 
ment and trade. Hackneyed references to 
a sense of guilt about the wav our lead- 
ers behaved in the Thirties and the Sec- 
ond World War (but no visit to Auschwitz) 
put Britain firmly in these countries' past 
not their future. 

Britain has real interests here. We 
want Poland and the Czech and Slovak 
republics and Romania to move uesL in 
terms of outlook, polities and economics. 
That does not mean premature admission 
to Naio. or lo the European Union. It 


should mean a consistent engagement 
with these countries, underpinned by 
growing trade and investment. 

Yet too few British companies, com- 
pared with their German counterparts, 
have explored the opportunities of east- 
ern markets. In the early days after 1989 
many investors got their hands burnt by 
over-optimistic and ill-judged invest- 
ments. These days it is much easier to 
judge where and how to invest with con- 
fidence in Hungary, Poland and the 
Czech Republic. 

Britain's political engagement with 
eastern Europe seems opportunistic. 
Many Conservatives seems to imagine 
that eastern European states can be cyn- 
ically co-opted into a scheme rapidly to 
widen the European Union with the aim 
of scuppering federalism once and for all. 

It is fantasy. The horse has already 
bolted. German economic influence in 
Poland and elsewhere is based on trade, 
capital flows and joint ventures. The 
Czechs for one may not like it but their 
absorption into the Deutschmarfczone is 
a fait accompli: eastern Europe’s pros- 
perity depends on the Germans. 

Of course, as loog as the monarchy lasts, 
the Queen should fly the flag abroad, 
though one suspects her heart lies in visits 
across the Commonwealth. But as far as 
Europe goes, the Queen 's visit this week has 
just served to underline bow out-of-tquch 
and unprofessional Ebitain's approach is. If 
Britain is to be the standard bearer of a 
wider EU. it needs to back that with invest- 
ment and trade rather than royal rituals. 







The lost round-up 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dr Carey’s commitment to proclaiming the Gospel 


Sin Andrew Brown's assertion 
that the Churches' Decade of 
Evangelism has fizzled out 
(“Could he be the auntie-pope?”. 
27 March) is at odds with your 
coverage of the half-term report 
on the Decade (“Churches hall 
exodus”, 6 January). 

That story pointed to a halt in 
the decline of attendance: a more 
user-friendly church, which is 
planting new congregations every 
week; whole congregations being 
involved in evangelism: and more 
people being trained in new ways 
of communicating the faith. 

It also reported that targets had 
been identified for the second half 
of the decade. More needed to be 
done to reach out to children and 
young people and more effort had 
to be placed on deepening Ihe 
Church’s spiritual life. 

Far from fizzling out. the 

Fishing for 
a licence 

Sir: Your leading article on the 
EUs Common Fisheries Policy 
1 19 March) rightly identifies the 
scale of the fishing capacity of 
modern fleets as a key factor in 
the problem of overfishing. 

However, you say that the size 
of national fleets is not restricted 
Since the beginning of 1995 all 
member states have been 
required to operate a licensing 
system for fishing vessels, in ibe 
case of the UK, restrictive licens- 
ing was introduced in 1983.. 

There is indeed an active mar- 
ket in fishing licences ( which has 
allowed nationals of other member 
states to buy into the UK fleet). Jt 
is arguable that the problem lies 
with the lack of an associated 
market in quota rights, which 
could enable fishing firms to adjust 
their effort to the catches available. 
Die alternative is that govern- 
ments must attempt to control 
fleet capacity by means of licens- 
ing and decommissioning schemes, 
which requires them continually to 
“second guess” improvements in 
efficiency (for example ihrough 
technological progress). 

Aaron Hatcher 
University of Portsmouth 


Decade of Evangelism is alive 
and well in parishes throughout 
the country. In Dr Carey we have 
an Archbishop of Canterbury 
who is a courageous leader, warm 
and approachable, with a deep 
spiritual commitment to pro- 
claiming the Gospel. 

tNiGEL Wakefield 
(Ihe Rt Rev Nigel McCulloch, 
Bishop of %kefield) 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire 

Sin Andrew Brown, has made 
basic mistakes about the spread 
of Anglicanism and the role of 
the Archbishop. 

Travelling in the bush country of 
Sudan, thousands of Anglicans 
lined the way to catch a glimpse of 
a leader who, for them, repre- 
sented a global family. Aidibiaop 
Carey, much to the. delight of' 
Anglicans around the.wodd, rep- 


resents “us” - the extended, caring 
interdependent Angliban world. 

The role that the Archbishop 
played in the traumatic situation 
in Rwanda is quite remarkable. 
His visit last May to the Episco- 
pal Church in that country of wid- 
ows and orphans demonstrated 
that die An glican family cares 
about them, their nation and 
their church. As Anglicans, we . 
join forces with others who show 
concern for God’s world and all 
of God’s people. Archbishop 
Carey is also a recognised ecu- 
menical leader, and as such works 
to promote Christian unity. This 
was evident cm his visit to China. 

Needless to say, the troops in 
Bosnia, whether Anglican ornot, 
whether Christian or-not, showed 
appreciation for the Archbishop’s, 
presence with them just-before' - 
Christmas.” • 


As one who has the privilege 
to work and travel with the Arch- 
bishop in Anglican Communion 
affairs, let me assure you that we 
have in this Archbishop a person 
who has a prophetic voice aitd a 
compassionate heart. , • 

Canon John I Peterson 
Secretary General 
The Anglican Communion 
■'\ London SET 

Sir. Andrew Brown expects dis- 
establishment of the Church of 
England to comic soon as part of 
constitutional reform. Only the 
liberal Democrats are promis- 
ing disestablishment Are they 
seriously expected to win next 
time? ■ •: 

Peter Bottomley MP 
(Eltharn. Con)' 

' *\TVi HouseofC^mmdnSI 
• iLonddbSWl 


Adoption a fair solution for parent and child 


Sin Polly Toynbee opposes the 
Government’s intention to 
encourage single mothers to 
allow their babies to be adopted 
(“Why the slate can’t fix the 
family". 27 March). 

Her arguments are strident 
and somewhat garbled. She 
draws attention to the cost to the 
taxpayer of maintaining single 
mothers in poor conditions which 
blight the children’s chances, dis- 
misses as “sentimental nonsense" 
the notion that a baby is always 
better off at the breast of its bio- 
logical mother and berates the 
state's incompetence at looking 

All actors, male 
or female 

Sin Rebecca Front (Between the 
Lines, 27 March) was described as 
an “actress and comedian". This 
highligh ts an anomaly. Can the dis- 
tinction between male and female 
actors be justified? Should it not be 
“actor and comedian”, and should 
not the work of all actors, regard- 
less of sex, be judged together for 
awards such as the Oscars? 

MarkFurse 
Brill, Buckinghamshire 


after children in care; all of which 
would seem lo point to adoption 
as a reasonable alternative. 

She criticises adoption because 
half of adopted women and 30 
per cent of men go in search of 
their natural mothers: It could 
equally be said that half of the 
women and 70 per cent of men 
do not seek out their mothers. My 
wife and I adopted three infants 
40 to 35 years ago. They have 
become balanced, independent 
adults. They have not sought 
their natural parents, nor have 
other adopted children whom 
we know. This is anecdotal evi- 


dence, but so is much of Ms Toyn- 
bee’s case. 

Ideally, children should be 
brought up by one or both parents 
within the wider family. Some 
able single parents are capable of 
going it alone, but if a single par- . 
ent is, for whatever reason, unable 
responsibly to take ontherearing 
of the child, adoption might seem 
a fair solution for both parent and 
child. Single parents should not be 
forced into adoption, but they 
should be free to choose it as an 
option. 

William M Johnston 
W ools tone, Milton Keynes 


Science cannot give political answers 


20,000 leagues under a Melvyn Bragg 


I bring you today the first extract front 
the «tnv sex »i ' shipping novel 
Woman Overboard' by Elsie Fairfax, 
■■••on />/> he a major paperback. 

Part One: A Stranger 
I Comes To Call. 

I Pol ly had no - * been at sea for hi days 
J and -.vas beginning to get tired of 
i baked beans. She hud also begun to 
1 get tired of tho endless sunshine of 
j the Pacific Ocean, of the endless hiss- 
i ing of her radio, of endless grappling 
! with sheets and sails, and of (he nov- 
els of Mcivyn Bragg. 

"If only i had brought a book by 
some other author.” she often 
thought, hut she had really had no 
j choice. When you get sponsorship 
1 from the Cumbrian Book Authority. 

| you are contractually obliged to take 
j only Melvyn Bragg's novels on board. 
I and nobody clse's. and each Melvyn 
Bragg book on loan has a built-in 
microchip so that they can monitor 
your progress by satellite from 
Carlisle Library and spot immedi- 
ately if you have skipped a few pages 
or even thrown one overboard. 

But what she missed more than 
anything else was a man. Not a spe- 
cial man. just ... a man. She had been 
b? days at sea without seeing a man 
and she had got tired of Melvyn 



MILES KINGTON 


Bragg’s photo on the back of his last 
novel round about day 14. 

"Of course,’’ she said out loud in 
a rather poor Afrikaans accent- “it's 
also 67 days since I last saw a woman, 
apart from my own reflection, so why 
don't I feel bad about being without 
a woman to talk to? Why do I miss 
men more?" 

One of the few advantages of 
being alone at se3 is that you can talk 
out loud as much as you want to. You 
can shout and rant or sing Gershwin 
or even practise accents that are 
notoriously hard to imitate, such as 
South African and Geordie, all with- 
out anyone listening or telling you to 
pipe down. 

“What makes it so hard to lake." 
she said, in a wavering Newcastle 
accent, “is round about sunset, when 
you want a man to come along and 
offer you a little aperitif to kick off 
the evening ...” 


“Well." said a voice right behind 
her. “how about a gin and tonic or a 
small spritzer?" 

Polly wheeled round in utter 
astonishment. There, not 10 feet 
away, was a large motor yacht which 
must have stolen up on her 
unawares, and standing in the stern 
quite the most handsome man she 
had ever seen. 

“Were you listening to what I was 
saying just now?" said Polly. 

“Couldn’t help it." said the man, 
smiling a big. handsome smile that 
filled the horizon and her heart. 

“Name’s Jack Lancegcod. Out for 
a cruise from Hobart way. Now, 
how's about that drink?" 

Polly was just about to reply in the 
affirmative when there was an inter- 
ruption. A woman appeared on the 
deck of the motor yacht holding a 
gun. She looked at the man. She 
looked at Polly. She looked pretty 
mad. 

“So. Jack Lanceaood. there is 
another woman, is there?" she said. 

Then she levelled the gun at the 
man. “I told you what would happen 
if I ever caught you at it again!” 

“Honest, sweetheart" said Jack. “I 
jusl happened to spot this lone 
mariner passing by and thought it 
was only polite to offer her a little 
something.” 


“Excuses, excuses, excuses!" said 
the woman. “You always have a 
good story and I always swallow it. 
Well, not this time!" 

And to Polly's amazement she 
shot her companion, who fell groan- 
ing in the scuppers. 

The woman then turned the gun 
on Polly. 

“Look," said Polly," Don’t shoot 
... I really must be ... I have to ... 
there's a Melvyn Bragg novel I’ve got 
to ..." 

To her great surprise and relief the 
woman lowered the gun and smiled. 

“Men!" she said. ‘Aren’t they the 
pits? 

“Now let’s tip him overboard and 
get on with that drink he promised 
you. I’m dying for one myself!" 

Coming soon: Is Jack Lancegood 
really dead? What does this strange 
woman really want? Will Polly break 
the ndes of the single-handed, round- 
the-world race if she leaves her own 
craft to cross to another boat for a 
quick drink and a passionate lesbian 
affair? 

And what will she folk in Cariiskdo 
when they realise that Polly hasn’t 
turned a page of her current A lehyn 
Bragg novel in days? 

Don’t miss the next Instalment of 
Woman Overboard’! 


Sir John Gillott (letter, 28 
March), berates Ulrich Beck for 
talking about the “mistakes and 
shifting stages of scientific knowl- 
edge". Mr Gillott seems to think 
that there is a single rational 
approach to scientific issues which 
will lead us to social progress. Sci- 
ence works in terms of probabil- 
ity, not certainty. The knowledge 
it gives is essentially provisional. 

A glance at last summer's 
issues of Nature or New Scientist 
shows scientists adopting a range 
of positions over the proposed 
sinking of Brent Spar. Within the 
past ten days we have seen some 
scientific experts in the 8SE- 
CJD field tell us that they have 
slopped eating beef, others that 
they are even prepared to let 
their children eat it. 

The widespread misunder- 
standing that science gives cer- 
tainty is dangerous because it 
opens us to the misuse of science 
as rhetorical tooL This was done 
by ministers when far the best part . 

Parks revival . 

Sin I commend your suggestion 
(leading article, 27 March) for' 
the proposed rehabilitation of 
public porks. 

Would the not be the ideal way 
of spreading Lotterymoaey more 


of a decade they invoked science 
as proof of their assertion that 
British beef was completely safe. 

David Packham 
School of Materials Science 
University of Bath 

Sir. Several of your correspon- 
dents claim that science cannot 
tell us about morality, art, love. 
Or the essence of humanity. This 
is not a self-evident fact but an 
outdated ideological dogma. 

Altruism, soda! cohesion, plea- 
sure, ritual display, emotion, spir- 
ituality, and all the rest are dis- 


and sieved by evolution. AD these 
may be amenable lo experimehL 
demonstrable by mathematical . 
modelling, and traceable through 
archaeology mid anthropology. 
The onty limits to science are 
those imposed by our ancient 

enemies, ignorance and fair. 

Nicholas Widdows 
London NW3 

Help for Kabul 

Sin Your picture story on 
Afghan i s tan (23 March) high* 
lights a huge humanitarian cata- 
strophe, caused by over 15 years i 
ofovflwar. 


equally throughout the country to placed people are lack of fuel and 
mark the trauenruum? Each park food. Tie International .Red 


helped by such a scheme would 
require a ring fence as well as 
adequate patrols. If people living 
in the immediate vicinity could be 
encouraged to join management 
committees, so much the better. 

Alan R Young 
' Dudley 
West Midlands 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor; and include a daytime 
telephone anm bet (TTax:fll71- 
293 2056 ; e-malblettm<§' 
iodependentxnjik) Letters may- 
be edited for length and clarity’ 


food. The International Red 
Cross has been distributing food- 
to 9,000 of Kabul’s most vulner- 
able families with the Afghan ' 
Red Crescent. A food-fbr-wqrfc 
project is also operating- in a- 
35, 000-hectare area of what used' 
to be a minefield. Displaced peo- 
ple have made tools and 
ploughed and sown the. land. 
The first harvest will be in May'. 
The Red Cross is running two 




and full 




ports four- more 
applies. •• 

John English 
British Red Cross 
London SWl 


Cannibalism, 
cookery and 
kuru victims 

SinDr Richard Ladle (letter, 26 
March), is right to point out sim- 
ilarities between BSE-CJD and 
kuru, thetransnussfole brain dis- 
ease discovered m Papua New 
Guinea in 1957 which is associ- 
ated with cannib alism. However, 
kuru was probably transmitted by 
a. combination of. conhct with 
infectious brain tissue. and poor 
hygiene, rather' ton tty eating 
infected flesh: 

„ Ip his Nobel Prize-ytinning lec- 
ture, published iritulf in Science 
(197^^011974)943, D Qrieton_ 
Gajdusek showed that kuru was 
much more, [prevalent, among 
women. than men, that while 
women participated in the butch- 
Viy^dftbe corpse^ raenrarely if 
ever did so, but both sexes ate the 
flesh after cookingiL Gaj dusek 
noted that women contaminated 
themselves, their infants andtpd- 
dlers with heavily infected brain 
tissue when (he skull of a dead 
victim, was opened and, pointing 
out that they “rarely if ever 
washed” suggested that infec- 
tion ‘‘was most probably through 
the cuts and abrasions of the s fan, 
or from nose picking, eye rub- 
bing, or mucosal injury”. 

u non-oral routes are indeed 
the principal ones for the trans- 
mission of encephalopathies, 
then one might expect to find the 
following: 

1. Humans would probably 
not contract anything trom eat- 
ing scrapie-infected meat. For 
sheep at least, the experience of 
the last 200 years would seem to 
support this view. 

2. Humans who handle 
“volatile" scrapie-infected mate- 
rial, such as diy, rendered bone 
meal made- from contaminated 
sources, could well become 
i n fected by inbaling dust. Could 
this explain GJD in daily farm- 
ers? 

' 3. Humans who handle less 
dusty material, such .as infected 
nervous tissue in abbatoirs, and 
who practise. sensible hygiene, 
should be less at risk 
4. Beef from herdkwfaich have 
never been'exposed to contami- 
nated meal' should not contract 
BSE, . which is true for organic 
farms. 

I " 5. Cows fed on infected' bone 
meal would become infected 
through the nose rather titan the 
mouth. 'When cows eat meal they 
push .their entire muzzle well 
into the food. " 

Research needs to establish 
the normal transmission route of 
these agents ‘ before we con- 
clude that eating of, as opposed 
to ncra-oral contamination with, 
infected material is responsible 
for encephalopathies in humans. 

. Dr J S.Knowland 
Department of Biochemistry 
University pfOaford 

Sin Dr H C .Great (letter, 27 
March) smtes torpnly people of 
a rare g^t^ are susceptible to 
CJD. WouldttttotbepcKsible to 
cany out a mas? genetic screen- 
ing of tiie population, so that 
those of tins genotype could take 

- precautions, ratifet, than indulge 

m mass panic? - 

- . Richard M Prevett 

' 1 ' . London Wl 


must— but nobody has to eat beef 
at.all; In an my S4 years I have 
never eaten beef or any other 
meat, poultiy or f^ ; and Vm 


Let it be said at oiicei loudly and 
wariy; slaughtering' animals for, 
food is .a dreadful way to make a 
living; - - : p 

Rsti c ha m s te d, -Hertford shire 
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can learn from us 


Europe’s recession-hit giant must ask whether it can afford to preserve costly industrial harmony 


T here are beggars in Frankfurt As 
an antidote to the endless gloom 
about the state of the UK - the lack- 
lustre economy* the sense of insecu- 
rity, the incompetence of our govern- 
ment - 1 Went to have a look at the. 
financial capital of what most people 
would still consider Europe's most suc- 
cessful economy. 

If Germany's economic might gives 
it authority in shaping European pol- 
ities - for example at the fnter-Gov- 
emmental Conference in Turin today 
- it gives it even greater influence in 
shaping European economics. There 
is a German way of doing things: 
ordered, regulated, secure, based on 
consensus, with emphasis on manu- 
facturing -excellence. At the other 
extreme. I suppose, is our way of doing 
things: entrepreneurial, deregulated 
insecure, confrontational, with empha- 
sis on flexible services. 

Ten years ago this would have 
been no contest. Of course consen- 
sus was better than confrontation, 
order better than chaos. Even two or 
three years ago, while some aspects 
of the British reforms of the 1980s 
were being a dmir ed and imitated, 
there was no real feeling of a need to 
learn. Now the scales between the two 
visions are more evenly balanced. In 
the German financial and business 
community there is a deep concern. 
Business knows that the German 
way of doing things has to change, but 
most of the rest of the country won’t 
accept iL The reason for the need to 
change is told in one word: unem- 


ptojonent Germany is bade in recession. 

- Frankfurt is superficially as pros- 
perous as -ever. Bui waif aside from 
those beggars, the shops are half-full 
and there are hems cut to one-third 
of their original lag; there are retail 
sites to let; restaurants are empty; 
there are streams of taxis waiting for 
hire. Things may be fine for those in 
work, but many are dearly finding the 
goingtough. 

This shows in the figures. Headline 
unemployment is now over 11 per 
cent, against 7.9 per cent in Britain. 
Even allow for seasonal factors and 
look only at the former West Ger- 
many, and it is still over 9 percent and 
rising. West Germany has lost more 
than a million jobs in the past four 
years; in Germany’s showcase indus- 
try, plant and machinery, employ- 
ment has fallen from 1,250000 in 1991 
to 9SO.OOO last December. 

German industry is going through 
the seemingly endless downsizing 
which we have learnt to accept here. 
In one sense this is a sign of its excel- 
lence, its ability to reorganise itself 
when times are tough. At one extreme, 
the great Daimler-Benz pulled the 
plug'bn its loss-making associate, the 
Dutch aircraft firm Fokker, and made 
enormous cutbacks at its subsidiary 
AEG. The restructuring of the chem- 
icals company Hoechst has been just 
as remarkable because it has been 
done in less of a crisis atmosphere. 

Middle-sized engineering compa- 
nies, too, have responded to pressure 
by improving, yet again, their perfor- 
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Unions are part of 
decision making, they 
come to the round table 


mance. VDMA, the plant and machin- 
ery firms* association, explained that 
its members produce 20,000 different 
products of which - and this is the 
remarkable bit - 4,000-5.(100 are new 
each year. They succeed by making 
custom-built products, designed in 
close co-operation with the customers. 
Take the common criticism of German 
engineers in the past, that they pro- 
duced products which were over-engi- 
neered. Fine, they’ make them simpler. 
Just a few days ago there was a story 
about a piece of heating equipment 
that used to have 170 parts and is now 
made with 60. 

It is hard to convey this sense of 
excellence that is so deepjy rooted in 
German mechanical engineering ... 
except perhaps to BMW or Mercedes 
drivers. Up to now every time the 


mark rises, every time wages are 
pushed up, every time the government 
imposes some new regulation or tax. 
somehow the sheer quality of the 
German engineering industry* has 
enabled it to continue to hold its own. 
li is the best. 

But it is also hard to convey the 
sense of shock last year. when, after 
an excellent recovery from the early 
1990s recession, German manufac- 
turers suddenly found themselves 
plunged back into trouble. They bad 
done all the right things in 1993 and 
1994, slimmed down, simplified 
ranges, cut out waste; exports had 
boomed. Then in February and March 
last year the mark shot up by 6 per cent 
and the employers agreed to pay 
increases of more than 4 per cent. For- 
eign customers stopped buying. Sud- 
denly the whole of German industry 
bad to cut all over again. 

The result is insecurity. All the 
familiar concerns of the UK are now- 
heard in Germany: the fact that com- 
panies get rid of some of the roost expe- 
rienced people first, because they are 
the most expensive or closest to retire- 
mem age; or that young graduates, 
even engineering ones, cannot get jobs. 

If there is an obvious parallel there 
are, however, two key differences 
from the UK. One is the position of 
the unions; the other the attitude of 
the government. 

Unlike in the UK in Germany the 
unions are still pan of the decision- 
making process. They still come to 
Helmut Kohl's “round table”, prompt- 


ing the comment that round tables are 
a dangerous form of furniture. To a 
British observer this all feels very 
1970s; a much more sophisticated 
level of debate than die beer and sand- 
wiches at No 10. and of course applied 
to a vastly more competent economy, 
but the same search for consensus at 
whatever ultimate cost. 

And government is different. Mr 
Kohl's ruling coalition has just won a 
resounding victory’ in the regional 
elections. Voters are self-evidently 
happy. They want an interventionist 
state. They do not mind high tax rates, 
or at least they accept them if there are 
sufficient loopholes. (Taxes are high 
not only at the top. It is astonishing 
that. lor those who earn between 
£6,750 and £9.500. every extra mark 
earned is offset by cuts in social secu- 
rity payments or increases in taxes and 
social security contributions.) 

If voters back your policies there is 
no political pressure to change. If Ger- 
man industry is as wonderful as ever, 
government lags far behind. 

It is always dangerous to project one 
country's experience on to another. 
Tbe German way forward will be 
completely different from our own. 
not onlv because we have a different 
industrial structure but because we 
have different attitudes. Yet three 
people I spoke to volunteered that 
Germany could learn a lot from British 
labour market reforms. One of them 
said British industry was now taken 
very seriously as a competitor. Tunes 
have changed. 


Is selection good for the kids? 

The Government wants schools to select more pupils. Here, two experts debate the issues 



In a class of their own? Girls at a Reading comprehensive that has introduced a grammar stream 


L ord Tebbil led us to believe 
lh3t the Sixties were deca- 
dent years, but for those of us 
jus! sliming our leaching careers 
they were the most exciting of 
limes. Comprehensive schools 
were beginning to take root and 
11 -pi us failures like myself who, 
in the earlier years of our lives, 
had fell humiliated by the social 
stigma attached to us. welcomed 
them wiikopen arms. No longer 
would future generations of 
children hare to be branded like 
cattle at a most sensitive time of 
iheir development. Selection 
was ouL 

Thirty years after the legis- 
lation that brought in the com- 
prehensives we are now seeing 
systematic attempts by Con- 
servative and Labour politi- 
cians to undermine their cred- 
ibility. Harrier Harman will be 
sending her son to a grammar 
school'miles from her home. 
David Blunkett asks us to “read 
his lips” about there being no 
academic selection under a 
Labour government while at 
tbe same time suggesting that 
comprebensives have failed. 

More sinister is the work of 
the Tories who hold the levers 
of power. Step by step they are 
introducing measures designed 
to distort the comprehensive 
ideal and bring back the gram- 
mar schools for which so many 
of them veam. 


The return of 
grammar 
schools will 
reinforce social 
divisions, says 
Tony Mooney 

Yesterday’s speech by Edu- 
cation Secretary Gillian Shep- 
hard was yet one more indica- 
tion of the open dislike that the 
Tories have for comprehen- 
sives. By further increasing the 
proportion of students that 
schools will be able to select by 
ability, she has confirmed my 
worst fears that we have merely 
reached another staging post 
on the road to full selection. 

The effect of these mea- 
sures will be to intensify the 
dogfight between local com- 
prehensive? that has emerged 
in recent years. These mea- 
sures will ensure that many of 
our comprehensives, situated 
in unattractive, deprived areas 
of our cities, will rapidly 
become the secondary mod- 
erns of yesteryear. 

How will die schools, with 
their new powers of selection, 
choose their pupQs? You can put 
your mortgage on the fact that 
most will try to incorporate an 
interview into their procedures. 


Interviews give you a clear indi- 
cation of the social -class of the 
parents and headteachers will be 
falling over themselves to fry to 
offer places to the supportive 
middle-classes. 

It would be terrible shame if 
tbe education system was 
forced into selection. Our com- 
prehensives are not the pits of 
mixed-ability leaching that 
right-wing politicians would 
have you believe. Most have 
been into “setting” and “band- 
ing” by ability for years. Many 
recognise that for many of our 
students such arrangements get 
the best results. 

I might be wrong, but 1 
strongly believe that the push for 
selection once again highlights, 
the social dass divisions that 
exist in our society. The activists 
in favour of selection secretly 
believe the bright middle-class 
youngsters at secondary level 
ought not to have to tolerate the 
behaviour of their more roughly 
hewn peers from working-class 
homes. An out-of-date theoiy? 
If you don’t believe me, talk at 
length to some of the middle- 
class parents in Islington, where 
1 live, who are about to choose 
secondary schools for their 
children. 

The writer is heodieodter of Rul- 
lish School London Borough of 
Merton. 


Q election for critics and pro- 
Olagonists alike, is a highly 
moral matter. As Mrs Thatcher 

£ ut it to those who claimed in 
er 1987 election campaign 
that grant-maintained schools 
would become selective, “You 
may think it wrong. But I, I do 
not think it wrong.” 

The contenders in moral 
debate often couch their argu- 
ments in terms of a conflict of 
interests between individual 
children and the wider school- 
going population. These posi- 
tions are almost impossible to 
reconcile, no matter what edu- 
cation research is deployed to 
cany the day. Moral certainties 
are held so hard. 

None the less there are prac- 
tical reasons for selecting 
pupils by ability. It is difficult 
to stretch each child to Lhe full, 
if the pace of teaching is 
pitched to either end of the 
ability range or. for that mat- 
ter, steers the safe middle 
course. Oue way round this has 
been to organise classrooms in 
ways that allow for individual 
(or group) work. The lesson 
has been that superb teaching 
will triumph. But for the less 
than superb, a high success 
rate is physically or intellectu- 
ally difficult, day in day out. 
And teachers face the addi- 
tional challenge today of chil- 
dren who are less accustomed 


Mixed-ability 
classes prevent 
pupils from 
reaching their 
potential, says 
Sheila Lawlor 

than in the past to the unques- 
tioned acceptance of authority. 
The consequences of family 
breakdown also feed into the 
classroom. 

But Lhere is one reason 
above all for selection - and 
that is the pursuit of academic 
excellence. Tbe serious issue we 
must face is to restore the intel- 
lectual framework of education, 
which has seeped away through 
the cracks of successive reforms 
as each reforming minister has 
opened up the relatively frag- 
ile institution of tbe school to 
the forces of a progressive state, 
local and central. 

Comprehensive schooling oo 
a mass scale became possible 
only by making the classroom 
a place where pupils learn how 
to “do” things rather than learn 
how to think. The teacher, in 
the degrading speak of the 
Eighties, became the facilitator 
who enabled children to 
acquire skills. In practice, the 
distinction was necessary given 


Photograph: John Lawrence 

the difficulty of imparting 
knowledge over a wide ability 
range, and the exams and cur- 
riculum followed suit. The anti- 
intellectual levels to which edu- 
cation m this country - and this 
countiv alone - have descended 
has been partly the conse- 
quence of the dogmatic impo- 
sition of comprehensive 
schooling. 

Selection is not the only 
basis for successful teaching. 
Certainly, it should not be for 
the state to dictate to schools 
and parents the kind of leach- 
ing they must follow. Thai 
choice must be for the school 
and parents, not the state, cen- 
tral or local. What is needed is 
a liberal framework where gov- 
ernment stands aside for 
schools and parents to decide. 

There are pragmatic rea- 
sons for setting, streaming or 
selecting children ou grounds 
of abDity. It may help teachers 
to teach and stretch their 
pupils. But there are more 
important grounds: the future 
of education in this country, as 
a matter of intellectual endeav- 
our. makes the further use of 
selection essential. 

The writer is director of Poliwia, 
the Forum for Social and Eco- 
nomic Thinking. She was for- 
med}' deputy director of (he Cen- 
tre for Policy Studies. 


Britain’s failure to back an EU plan for parental leave is wrong and out of touch, says Helen Wilkinson 


JSSSSSa Litmus test of family values 

unpaid parental leave. For many coun- ^ 

. - .u:, ii rr*<-ticat sten. Ger- 


unpaiu ptucmoi » --- ■- — j -- 

trjes this is hardly a radical step. Ger- 
manv already offers up to threeyea^ 
off and Sweden up to 15 months off. 
Yet Britain, alone among the Euro- 
pean Union s 16 member*, wdl not be 
si minn up for the directive As far as 
eg potitirians in Westminster axe 
concerned, parental leave is now off 

lh But whoever Britain’s altitude to 
Europe, it is quire dear that debate 
abouiparemrns is intense m rniffiom, 
of households around the 
■SYhal was once just a person^ 

S fast Offline a political one as 

three powerful forces jonwge tapul 
»h* issue on the agenda in the UK 
The first force for change is mount- 

nrevsnre from working mothers 
People are agonising over 

SlTW™ " ,he -' JUSS 


fljeting priorities and embark on end- 
less battles over who will take time off 
and who will come home early from 
work. These “parenting pains” are a 
clear factor in relationship break- 
down: the number of divorces granted 
to couples with children under five has 
increased by two-thirds since the mid- 
S even ties. Few women want to sacri- 
fice their jobs and careers to become 
permanent full-time mothers. Grow- 
ing numbers of men want to play a 
more active role. as fathers. Both are 
increasingly looking to the Govern- 
ment, as well as employers, to give 
them greater flexibility. 

The second factor is an increased 
awareness that direct parental care is 
better for children in the early years 
of their life than other Forms of child- 
care. Even in countries such 3s Swe- 


den, which has a high-quality child- 
care network, parental leave has 
become so much part of the culture 
that there is now almost no use of 
childcare for children under the age 
of one. 

The third, less visible, force for 
change is demography - a fifth of 
women born in the Sixties are pre- 
dicted to remain childless. Many 
young women see parenting as an 
unattractive prospect - costly, hard 
work and undervalued. In the long- 
run, if many more opt out of parent- 
hood. future generations of workers 
and taxpayers may well be inade- 
quate to sustain a growing elderly pop- 
ulation. Women will need help and 
encouragement to become mothers. 

Fortunately, one of the advantages 
of being the laggard of Europe is that 


we can learn from experience else- 
where. In our extensive Demos survey 
of 16 countries with parental leave we 
found that schemes need to earmark 
a non-transferable period of leave to 
encourage male take-up. Financial 
support is also needed, otherwise few 
can afford to lake leave. Perhaps 
most important of all. the scheme 
should cater for the self-employed and 
people in small firms as well as large 
organisations. 

Many of the best schemes from 
abroad involve substantial costs. For 
policy-makers there is the difficult 
question of how these should be 
shared between taxpayers, employers 
and parents themselves. But it is 
already apparent from our study that 
employers' initial hostility to parental 
leave often evaporates once schemes 


are in place, not least because many 
find that productivity and employee 
commitment is improve. Even the 
burden on public finances turns out to 
be lower than at first appears, since the 
jobs created for people filling in for 
parents on leave reduces unemploy- 
ment costs and boosts tax revenues. 

In the long run, the pressure for 
more balanced lives, and for a welfare 
system that is better suited to a world 
where both men and women work, is 
mounting inexorably. Britain happily 
subsidises everything from farming to 
home ownership. There is a new 
pressing claim on resources. Parcntaf 
leave could soon become a litmus test 
of whether our politicians really are 
serious about family values, regardless 
of our absence in Brussels today. 

‘Parental leave - the price of family val- 
ues?" by Helen H7 Ikinson and Ivan 
Briscor is available from Demos. 9 
Bridewell Place, London EC4 \ ' 64 P. 

Tel: 0] 71 555 4479. 


Everyone loves 
a good uniform 

Civvy street’s flunkies need a 
lesson from the Navy in how to 
dress, says Jonathan Glancey 


E very girl (and many a boy) 
loves a sailor. Quite why. I 
do not know. It could, of course, 
be the natty, flared trousers. 
After all. they do have a habit 
of flapping back into fashion 
every few years and young girls 
wifi develop seasonal crushes on 
them. Though that still doesn't 
explain the boys. 

Sailors began wearing flares 
in IS54 and enjoyed cutting and 
sewing their own in a number 
of fetching styles until 1914 
when standard issue bell bot- 
toms became the order of the 
day. Only this week, the first 
review of Royal Navy dress in 
25 years found in favour of bell 
bottoms. The new-look flares 
will not be quite as wide as they 
were in days of yore. but. as 
Commander David Hobbs who 
conducted the review pointed 
oul ' the slight flare looked just 
righL So we decided to keep 
some of the old tradition.” 
Like other examples of tra- 
ditional dress, sailors' bell bot- 
toms have, or had. a purpose: 
they were easy to roll up when 
Jack Tar had to climb rope rig- 
ging. They are also highly dis- 
tinctive and this, in part, is why 
the Navy should be patted on 
the back (nothing more famil- 
iar than that, mind you) for 
retaining a form of dress by 
which \ve can spot one of Her 
Majesty's sailors a league away. 

Uniforms - ceremonial uni- 
forms in particular - ought to 
be distinctive. Such a uniform 
encourages a sense of belong- 
ing in the mind of the wearer 
and allows the public to distin- 
guish between services, ranks 
and roles. In today’s cities, 
homogeneous uniforms are 
proliferating: private traffic 
wardens, deregulated bus dri- 
vers. shopping mall and super- 
market security’ guards, even 
postmen, all sport a banal 
Araerican-style mall uniform. It 
makes them look sloppy, silly 
and unprofessional: the uni- 
forms duty wear bear little or no 
relation to British tradition nor 
to the work they do. It is hard 
to tell them apart. 

The right uniform - well 
designed, distinctive and prac- 
tical - should be something to 
be proud of. not because uni- 
forms have a fetishistic value 
(although they do), but 
because, at their best, they 
reflect the value of the skill or 
job of the wearer. 

Today, Lhe British fail to 
design uniforms or. in many 
instances, do not like wearing 
them (even though each social 
tribe, from Sloane Rangers to 
Toon Army rankers can be 
recognised by the “uniform” it 
wears). The old adage that the 
Germans lost the Second World 


War, but had the best uniforms, 
holds true: British soldiers, no 
matter how dutiful or brave, 
were often made to look fool- 
ish, as family albums prove. 

Even when decent uniforms 
have been provided (London 
bus drivers until the raid- 
Sixties), engine drivers (until 
British Rail replaced British 
Railways), they have often been 
replaced by designs from cou- 
turiers wading out of their 
depth. The new-look British 
Rail uniforms of 1964 were 
much ridiculed by cartoonists, 
and rightly so. At a stroke, they 
belittled the dignity of those 
who wore them. 

This made a kind of perverse 
sense, for just when the role of 


The only smart 
civilian uniforms 
are those worn in 
fast-food joints 


engine driver was reduced from 
that of craftsman to machine- 
tending worker, so his new-age 
uniform diminished him. The 
same was true of London bus 
drivers. In the Thirties, these 
highly trained knights of the 
road were (along with top-flight 
engine drivers) among the best 
paid workers in Britain. Today’s 
deregulated bus companies pay 
peanuts to their drivers, a 
minority of whom hurl bus- 
loads of pensioners, tots and 
shoppers around corners at 
uncaring speeds. They dress in 
a guise that reflects their 
reduced status and, it often 
appears, skill. 

Air stewards (“Hi, I'm Jason, 
let me know if 1 can help you”) 
and stewardesses (“any drink or 
hot beverage at all for you sir?”) 
are also dressed in dowdy build- 
ing society uniforms that lack the 
grace and undoubted sex appeal 
of cabin crews from the era of 
the Lockheed Constellation and 
Boeing Straiocruiscr. 

The only ostensibly smart 
Chilian uniforms we see day to 
day are those wom in fast-food 
joints, holiday camps and 
theme parks. These are not 
well designed uniforms - far 
from it - yet they are washed, 
cleaned, pressed and worn with 
a hint of pride. 

Years ago, civilian uniforms 
look their cue from the mili- 
tary. Perhaps it is lime they did 
so again. For if bell bottoms 
help every girl (and many a 
boy) to love a sailor, think 
what a stylish uniform could 
do for lhe driver of a Number 
68 bus. 


M How to Look Sexy, 
Make Friends and 
Manage Your Boss” 



"The ubiquitous media doc has done it yet again: this 
time turning his talents for producing sparkling gems 
of information in rapid-fire sequence to die field of 
body language and private habits. As always, he 
makes his subject both personally relevant and of 
practical use, Here’s how to judge people by the bags 

they carry or the cars they drive, plus how to 
manipulate your doctor, appear sexy or make a rival 
uneasy and a host of other tips too. Once you start to 
browse you would have to be a hermit not to find it 
utterly unputdownable” 

(The Good Book Guide) 

Contents include: 

• 3 ways to tell when someone is lying 

• 7 signs that someone is interested in you sexually 

m 8 giveaway signs of nervousness 

• 6 ways to tell if someone is bored 

• 20 ways to look sexy 

• 12 ways to took like a winner 

• 10 ways to be a successful interviewee 

• 1 1 ways to negotiate successfully 

• 10 ways to avoid being mugged 

• 8 ways to manage your boss 

• 16 ways to deal with aggressive people 

• 22 ways to get power over people 

• 4 ways to make people like you 

• and much much more! 


To order your copy send a cheque or postal order lor 
£9.95 (payable to Publishing House) to: People 
Watching Sales Office IN26, Publishing House, Trinity 
Place. Barnstaple, Devon EX 32 9HJ. Post and packing 
Is FREE. Your book will be despatched within 28 days. 
Money back guarantee - simply return within 28 days of 
receipi for a full refund if not deli glued. 
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Brigadier 
Roscoe Harvey 


Roscoe Harvey was renowned 
as the finest armoured leader of 
the Second World War, and lat- 
er controlled the discipline of 
the British Turf for 24 years. 

A superlative horseman, 
steeplechase rider, polo player, 
pig-sticker and a wonderful 
man to hounds. Harvey ex- 
celled as the complete cavalry 
commander, and was dubbed 
the Prince Rupert of modem 
warfare. Of his three DSOs. won 
during the Second World War. 
at least one should have been 
a VC. The 26-times champion 
jockey the late Sir Gordon 
Richards described Harvey as 
“the greatest man racing has 
known in my lifetime ". 

And. in Cotswold retirement, 
the wittiest, most generous host 
breeding and racing good 
steeplechasers in competition 
with his great friend and exact 
contemporary the Queen 
Mother, he will also be re- 
membered as the man who 
once drove miles down a mo- 
torway in the wrong direction - 
and got away with it. 

He was bom Charles Bamei 
Harvey in 1900. in Sarawak, and 
came to England a year later on 
the death of his father, who. 
with his friend the white raja Sir 
Charles Brooke, was with the 
wealthy Borneo Company. Har- 
vev was riding as soon as he 
could walk, and foxhunting 
throughout his youth. 

A devout Roman Catholic, he 
was educated at Downside and 
Sandhurst, and was an out- 
standing games player despite 
an inherited short-sightedness 
which meant bis wearing thick 
spectacles. Foxhunting, racing, 
and point-io-pointing. he was 
commissioned in 1920 into the 
10th Royal Hussars, the great 
love of liis life, then stationed 
at The Curragh. 

Once, forced to put up two 
pounds overweight in an Irish 
steeplechase, he was likened by 
a senior officer to Roscoe “Fat- 
ty' Arbuckle, the obese silent 
film star, and the name stuck. 

After a distinguished spell at 
the Weedon Cavalry School, 
he was appointed Regimental 
Equitation Officer and, al- 
though he never had much 
time for show jumping, for a 
joke entered a ttoop horse at 
the Royal International Horse 
Show and won his way to the 
final jump-off for the world’s 
biggest prize, the King George 
V Gold Cup. at Olympia. 

One of the finest amateur rid- 
ers in Britain. Harvey suffered 
his worst fell in the National 
Hunt Chase at Cheltenham 
when the glass of his broken 


In a country generously en- 
dowed with political monsters. 
Shin Kanemaru was. for 20 
years, the most colourful, the 
most powerful, the most ruth- 
less. and the most corrupt 
figure in Japanese politics. 

A backroom string-puller of 
the old school, he operated in 
the wings of the public stage and 
manipulated power through a 
matchless network of friends, 
proteges, minions, and stooges. 
As a senior member of 'the 
Liberal Democratic Party, he 
never rose higher than deputy 
Prime Minister, but. as leader 
of fhe LDP's biggest faction, 
four premiers owed their office 
to him. George Bush received 
him at the White House: he also 
mainraned a notorious rela- 
tionship with Kim II Sung, the 
Stalinist dictator of North Ko- 
rea. He was as comfortable 
with gangster bosses as with 
company presidents, and bis 
spectacular fall from grace four 
years ago demonstrated that be- 
tween politics, business and or- 
ganised crime in Japan there 
is frequently no discernible 
difference. 

Like the late Prime Minister 
Kakuei Tanaka, his friend, pa- 
tron 3 rid fellow political delin- 
quent. Kane maru rose io power 
from a rural power base, far 
from ihe bright lights and rel- 
ative political sophistication of 
Tokyo. He was bom in 1914 in 
a remote village in the rural pre- 
fecture of Yamanashi to a fam- 
ily of brewers. A love of booze 
remained with him. and his 
sake-fuelled benders were the 
source of countless anecdotes. 


BIRTHS 

ELLIOTT; On is Manh l vy/». lo An- 
drew and Beverley. 3 son. Alexander 
MlchjL-1. » brother to Benjamin. 

MEDLJCOTT: On 12 March at St He- 
hcr to Debbie and William, 

a son. "niomas. 


DEATHS 

HEMtti Ruth Deborah, on 2h March 
1996. Late nf Darling Point. Sydney-. 
Australia. Wife of Leon (deceased), 
su-lur of NeriJj Gmnlman. mother 
and mothcr-m-law of Paula and 
Trevor Shaw, Judith and Jules Black. 
Aicxa and Lawrence Gilbert 
(dcceicdl. grandmother of Alexan- 
dra and Anthony. Georgina and 
Claudia. Nicholas and Chi neuri. great- 
grandmother of J.imer, and aunt of 
Jonathan and PauL 


spectacles had to be dug out 
from between his upper eyelids . 
and his skull. Riding in race s big 
and small including the Grand 
National, he remained too a 
dedicated soldier. 

During two years in Egypt he 
ran a successful racing stable or- 
ganising some profitable roups. 
r The six best years of my Life” 
in India followed. First as an 
adjutant, and then as a major 
commanding a squadron, he en- 
joyed not only the soldiering but 
played polo up to internation- 
al standard, and became so 
good at pig-sticking that he 
was roost unlucky to be defeat- 
ed in the final" of the Blue 
Riband of that sport, the Kadir 
Cup. 

Back in Britain Harvey was 
involved in the mechanisation 
of his squadron, although at the 
end of the first course he at- 
tended his report read: “This of- 
ficer shows absolutely no 
aptitude for mechanisation 
whatsoever."’ It was not long be- 
fore he was recognised as an 
outstanding armoured leader. 

With Harvey as second in 
command, the regiment went 
to France soon after the start of 
the Second World War and. 
although hopelessly under- 
equipped. had suffered only 
comparatively light personnel 
casualties when they were evac- 
uated back to England. Pro- 
moted to lieutenant-colonel. 
Harvey Gist formed the 23rd 
Hussars and then, fulfilling his 
greatest ambition, commanded 
his own regiment, the 10th 
Hussars, arriving in the West- 
ern Desert at the end of No- 
vember 1941. Twice in the next 
six months, although hopeless- 
ly out-tanked and out-gunned. 
Harvey inspired the 10th and 
the other two members-of the 
gallant 2nd Armoured Brigade 
by leading from the front with 
the “cavalry dash” which fre- ■ 
quently terrified friend as well 
as foe. 

Although in both battles, at 
Saunnu and then at the 
KnighLsbridge Box, Harvey lost 
nearly all bis tanks, including 
inevitably his own. Rommel’s 
powerful thrusts were repelled. 

It is fair to say that at Knights- 
bridge - where with 30 inferi- 
or tanks he found himself 
engaged in a fierce battle 
with 160 formidable German 
Panzers - Harvey halted the 
German advance for long 
enough for the British army to 
retreat behind the Alamein 
line, thereby saving Egypt and 
the Mediterranean. 

By 6pm on the last day at 
Knightsbridge the regiment had 


fought until they bad no shells 
left or tanks fit to fight Harvey's 
emu tank was shot from under 
him and he walked about 
amidst all the shot and shell 
saying: “Don’t give one yard. 
Please do not give one vard/Stay 
where you are and fight.” The 
position was saved and Harvey 
received an immediate DSO. 

Bad: in Cairo for a refit, he 
wrote to his friend the Jockey 
Club steward Sir Humphrey 
de Trafford, who rushed into 
White's, brandishing the letter 
saying: “All is not lost! Here’s 
a senior officer in the Middle 
East who not only dunks that 
-racing wfli start again, but also 
wants to be part of it as a 
Stipendary Steward.” 

Harvey was in the thick of the 
Battle of Alamein. promoted to 
brigadier, commanding the 4th 
Light Armoured Brigade. After 
fighting his way to Tripoli, 
where he held a race meeting 
with Arab ponies, he took over 
Stb Armoured Brigade and 
struck up a working partnership 
with General “Tiny’’ Freyberg, 
the New Zealand Division's 
commander. First World War 
hero and VC. With the help of 
the legendary American Gen- 
eral Patton they defeated the 
Afrika Korps in Tunisia, earn- 
ing Harvey another imm ediate 
DSO and two mentions in 
dispatches. 

Brought back to England, 
Harvey took over 29th Ar- 
moured Brigade in 11th .Ar- 
moured Division and. as the 
spearhead of the follow-up 
troops, landed in France on 13 
June 1944. After some partic- 
ularly bloody battles around 
Caen, the breakthrough was 
achieved. Harvey's brigade 
moved from the Normandy 
beaches to capture Antwerp, 
whose local paper ran the head- 
line. “The Liberation of 
Antwerp Under the Command 
of Brigadier Harvey -DSO”. 

General Sir Cecil f ‘Mon- 
key”) Blacker, then a major, 
describes the scene: 

Once the battle was joined, the tint 
thing we realised was that any fail- 
ure to push ahead, even in the hairi- 
esr situation, would generate an 
even hairier situation back at brigade 
hcadqnarters. An important ele- 
ment in a commander is the ability 
to make his troops feel less inclined 
to incur his displeasure than to face 
the enemy. The sight of Roscoe's 
Sherman tank following dose behind 
with his faded red hat poking out of 
the turret was a considerable deter- 
rent to any desire to linger. He must 
have made an enormous, unrivalled 
contribution to winning the war. 
His humour and. imperturbability 
should never be allowed to conceal 
the remarkably tough, determined 
and inspiring character that lay 


Harvey: the Prince Rupert of modem warfare and Stewards’ Secretary of the Jockey Ctub, 1946-70 


behind them. He fully deserved his 
three DSOs. 

In October Harvey earned his 
third DSO for “fine leader- 
ship. military skill and offensive 
spirit which permeated to ail 
ranks”, resulting in the capture 
of 700 determined prisoners and 
many German casualties in 
Vfcnrai area. After helping to re- 
pel the Germans' final thrust in 
the Ardennes, re-equipped with 
new Comet tanks. Harvey set 
out on the last gallop, pausing 
only for the revolting, heart- 
breaking task of liberating 
Belscn. 

Afterwards he made a final 
dash along the autobahns, de- 
feating the Russians by a short 
head to Lubeck. He said later 
“That final gallop was a close- 
run thing. I remember asking 
my driver. ‘How fast are we 
going?' he replied *Over 30, sir, 
still on the bridle.' " 

As temporary divisional com- 
mander. Harvey was responsi- 
ble for capturing the traitor 
William Joyce (Lord Haw- 
Haw). who was tried and 
banged, and also Heinrich 
Himmler, who cheated the 
hangman by committing suicide. 

After the war. Roscoe Har- 
vey organised and rode in a se- 
ries of race meetings before 
making his wav out of the Army 


to become Stewards' Secretary 
to the Jockey Club, in which ca- 
pacity his own special form of 
discipline, preventing crime in 
racing rather than punishing it, 
was an unusual success. He 
still hunted regularly and rode 
many point-to-point winners 
in his retirement which was 
marred only by the death of his 
much-loved son Jeremy, killed 
in a motorcycle accident after 
a fall in a point-to-point 
at which Harvey also felL 
breaking his collar-bone. 

Far a while Harvey was a very 
knowledgeable member of the 
British Boxing Board of Control 
and bred and owned some ex- 
cellent jumpers. He and the 
Queen Mower vied with each 
other to win the Grand Military 
Gold Cup. 

With ins great friend the late 
Col “Babe" Moseley, Roscoe 
Harvey was driving home one 
of hh splendid sports cars after 
a cavalry memorial parade in 
London when Moseley insisted 
on taking the wrong exit out of 
the Maidenhead roundabout on 
the M4. resulting in their re- 
joining the motorway in the 
wrong direction. .. . 

Harvey said: “We found our- 
selves in the fest lane and I said 
‘There’s only one thing to do. 
It may be broad daylight but I 


will turn my headlights on and 
go like hell. So they won't know 
whether we’re cops or robbers.’ 
There weren’t many people in 
the fast lane and we didn't 
meet anybody for a couple of 
miles. One man held his 
ground, but we avoided him and 
luckily hit nothing. When we got 
to the next exit mere was a gap 
in the crash barrier and we 
skidded across to get out.” 

Of course a couple of earnest 
citizens reported them and, at 
the subsequent court case, af- 
ter their soLiritorhad managed 
to persuade Babe Moseley not 
to say “It was my biggest thrill 
since riding in die National”, 
they got off on the grounds that, 
the roundabout was very badly 
signposted at the junction. 

Roscoe Harvey was very 
proud, at the age of 95, to take 
the salute from his wheelchair 
at the big VJ Day parade in 
Stow-on-the-WoId. He was a 
hero to everyone who knew him. 

Tixn Fitzgeorge-Purfcer 

Charles Bamet (’“Roscoe") Ear-’ 
vey, soldier and roam adminis- 
trator bom 19 July 19O0;'mamed‘ 
1926 Biddy. Myine (one daugh- 
ter, and one son deceased; mar- 1 
riage dissolved), 1966 Betty 
Fruser-Hom (nJe Stoddard, died 
2980); died 28 March 1996. 


Shin Kanemaru 


many of them told by Kanemaru 
himself. 

As a child, he also acquired 
the habits of power which would 
later make him so infamous - 
bullying (his memoirs. My His- 
tory, proudly record his early vic- 
tories in schoolyard scraps) and 
disbursement of favours (be 
won popularity by distributing 
treats among his classmates). 
One hagiography records the 
occasion when young Shin 
helped one of his classmates 
overcome an unfortunate bed- 
wetting problem, by tying a 
rope around his penis. 

As a student he was a poor 
scholar but a fine athlete. Tall 
and bulky |in later years, his 
neck disappeared almost com- 
pletely, giving him his famous 
bulldog appearance), he was 
winning judo tournaments io 
his teens, and after scraping 
through university in Tokyo he 
worked briefly as a biology and 
martial arts teacher before be- 
ing shipped off to Manchuria in 
1937. A bout of pleurisy saved 
him from the nastier extremes 
of Japan's war and he returned 
to Yamanashi to marriage (leav- 
ened by a series of mistresses), 
and stewardship of the family 
sake business. 

He entered politics in 1958. 
winning the first of 12 elections 
to his local constituency, and 
quickly put his robust talents to 
good use in the service of the 
LDP. During a bitter struggle 
over the Japan-US Security 
Treaty in 1960. the opposition 
attempted to prevent its ratifi- 
cation by physically blocking the 
entrance to the Diet chamber. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 

BAER; Peter, who died on Friday 22 
March, will he interred with 3 brief 
ceremony at Highjptc Cemetery. 
Swains Lane. N6, shortly before jpm 
on Tuesday 2 April 1996. Friends 
welcome. 
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Kanemaru; forger of deals 

Hoisting him on his shoulders. 
Kanemaru carried the Speaker 
in through the melee, fending 
off parliamentary colleagues 
with judo moves and, by his own 
account, breaking his leg in 
the process. 

But public confrontation was 
not Kanemaru ’s style: his true 
milieu was not the’theatrics of 
the Die!, bul the geisha bous- 
es and restaurants where the 
real decisions were, and still are. 
made. As Chairman of the LDP 
Diet Policy Committee, he 
gained a reputation as a mirac- 
• ulous forger of deals with the 


Birthdays 

Sir Roy Beldam, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal. 71; Mr Henry Bellingham 
MP.41; Mr Richard Rodney Bennett, 
composer, 60; Mr George Chisholm, 
trombonist SI: Sir William DugdaJc. 
director and chairman. General Util- 
ities. 74: Miss Julie Goodvcar. actress, 
51: Miss Margaret Howard, broad- 
caster, 5S; Mr Eric Idle, actor and co- 
median. 53: Mr Jack Jones, former 
nude union leader. S3: Sir Arthur 
Knight, former chairman. Cnur- 
taulds. 79: Mr Cecil Lewis, writer, q S: 
Mr John Major MR Prime Minister 
and First Lord of the Treasure. 55: 
Miss Ruby Murray, singer. 61; Mr 
Hugh Neill. Lord-Lieutenant for 
South Yorks. ”5; Sir john Paul, 
former Governor- General of the 
Bahamas. SO; Mr Chapman Pi nchcr. 


Photograph: Camera Press 

truculent Socialist opposition. 
After a rich meal and fine sake, 
served by elegant hostesses. 
Kanemaru would play mah- 
jong with his political adver- ■ 
saries and deliberately lose. 
Then he would request co- 
operation in some knotty piece 
of legislation. "There must be 
aL least 10 top opposition offi- 
cials.” he once boasted, “who 
would willingly do my bidding 
with a single phone call.” 

It was Tanaka who first put 
Kanemaru in the Cabinet, as 
Construction Minister from 
1974 to 1976. He later served as 


journalise S2: Sir John Read, former 
chairman. TSB Group. 7S; Ms Fiona 
Reynolds. Director. Council for the 
Protection ch Rural England. 
Lord Ross. Lord Justice-Clerk. 69; 
Miss Anne Stoddart. diplomat. 59; 
Mr John Suchet. ick-mion reporter 
and newscaster. 52: Lord febbit 
former government minister. ii5; Sir 
John Vane, pharmacologist 09; The 
Right Rev James Weatherhead. 
Chaplain to the Ouccn in Scotland. 
65. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens. 
archiiccLiSM'; Dora dc Houghton 
Carrington, artist. 1893; Sir William 
Turner Walton, ecronoscr. I9fll 
Deaths: Georges- Pierre Seurat, 
painter. 1SVL Robert Falcon Scott, 


bead of the National Land 
Agency, then of the Defence 
Agency. As Construction Min- 
ister, he generously expressed 
his gratitude to his voters. “To 
soy that I was involved in the 
construction of 99 per cent of 
bridges in Yamanasfai,” he shy- 
ly acknowledged, “would not be 
incorrect.” A bridge in the pre- 
fecture still bears the name 
Shin-chan Bashi - “The Boy 
Shin's Bridge”. 

Despite his brazen politick-, 
ing. Kanemaru inspired loyal- 
ty as well as respect. But his 
boldest and most brilliant move 
was a s running act of betrayal 
In 1985 he brutally broke away 
from Tanaka, by this time fac- 
ing bribery charges over the 
Lockheed scandal, and set up 
his own political faction with the 
man who later became Prime 
Minister, Noboru Takes hi ta. It 
was an astonishing act of polit- 
ical parricide, a coup d'itat 
which crippled the old man 
physically as well as politically 
- three weeks after the forma- 
tion of the Takeshiat faction, 
Tanaka was paralysed by a 
stroke. 

When another bribery case, 
the Recruit scandal toppled a 
whole generation of LDP lead- 
ers, including Takeshita and 
another former Prime Minister. 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, the field 
was open for Kanemaru. The 
prime-ministership became his 
personal gift: probably accu- 
rately he said. “If I myself ever 
became premier, I would be 
a major embarrassment to 
Japan.” But he acted like a head 
of state, via ting America, Chi- 


na and North Korea, where he 


Second World War. Bar this act 
of unofficial diplomacy he nar- 
rowly escaped assassination by 
a right-wing gunman. 

His ultimate demise was 
more predictable, and more 
appropriate. In 1992, the head 
of the Sagawa Kyubin trucking 
company was arrested for po- 
litical presents worth 40 billion 
yen (some £250m by today’s ex- 
change rates of 160 yen to the : 
pound). Electoral rules barred 
political donations of more 
than l-5m yen; Kanemaru, it 
turned out. had received as 
much as 500m yen. Investigators 
raided his offices and removed 
boxes of share certificates and 
gold ingots. Even before the 
charges were formally filed, be 
resigned his party post and 
soon after his party seat and 
leadership of the faction. 

Almost as shocking as the 
vasiness of the corruption was 
the leniency of the sentence: 
Kanemaru was fined just 
200,000 yen. At his trial he ap- 
peared in a wheelchair, pushed 
by a young aide. It looked like 
a bid for sympathy, but Kane- 
mara’s career really was beyond 
salvation: in his last years he suf- 
fered increasingly from dia- 
betes, which contributed to his 
final stroke yesterday morning. 

Richard Lloyd Piny 

Shin Kanemaru, politician: bom 
Ihmanashi Prefecture, Japan 17 
September 1914; mice married 
(three sons); died hbmanashi 
28 March 1996. . 


explorer. 1912; Vera Maty Brittain, 
author, 1970. On this day: the Roy- 
al Albert Hah was opened fry Queen 
Victoria. 1871; the last flying bomb 
fell in England, 1943. Today is the 
Feast Day of Saints Annogastes. 
Masculas. Achinimus and Sa turns. St 

Bcrthold. Sr Cyril of Heliopolis, St 
Gun die us or Wbok). St Gwladys. 
Saints Jonas. Barachisius and Oth- 
ers, St Mark of Arethusa and St Ru- 
pert of Salzburg. 

Luncheons 

Royal Albert HaU 
Mr John dclaod, President, and the 
Council of ihe Royal Albert HaU were 
bests at a luncheon held yesterday to 
murk the 12Sth anniversary of its 
opening by Queen Victoria. 


Dinners 

Free Church Federal ConncD 
The Rev John Newton. Past Mod- 
erator, the Free Church Federal 
Council, was hast at a dinner hdd yes- 
terdtry evening by die Free Church' 
Federal Council in the Connaughl 
Rooms, London WC2, to mart? the 
retirement of the Rev David Staple 
from the office of General Secretary, 
Dr John Biggs, Chairman of the Free 
Church Federal CoundLand Canon 
Martin Reardon. General Secretary 
of Churches Together in England, 
spoke. . ” 

Amongst those present were: 

Dr George Ctrey; Arefcbhbnp of Caaterbuiy, 

tlmfinal fW Hmr; Tt^-pJu 

Janet Wxmon. PrtsiJav of the Njilonal Free 
Church Women 's Council and Mr Wbonanp 
Mr Ptubp Matter, Secretary General static 



per obituaries: He would 

fhat be was checking to be sure 
he hadn't died without knowing 
ft, That such a confusion might 
-arise is not surprising, for if be 
M any views on the next world 
hie must have imagined heaven 
.as a -place much like earth: a 
comfortable, hospitable bouse, 
filled with superb rare books, a 
serious cellar, .set in a wefl- 
tended and abundant garden, 
and above all presided over by 
someone quite a lot hkfi himsett. 

_ Although he will be remem- 
bered as a great bibliophile 
; and bibliographical scholar of 
; the highest order, his career was 

varied His longest tenure was- 
with the Times, where between 
1932 and 1944 he was a mem- 
’her of the editorial Staff, in- 
cluding two years as Assistant 
Editor of the Times Uterary Sup- 
plement-. during the Second 
World Wtrhe was a member of 
file Naval Intelligence Unit. 

; He was appointed Secretary 
and Librarian oftbe London Li- 
brary in 1950. a post from which-' 
he retired in 1956. Later posi- 
tions included the presidency of 
"the Bibliographical Society 
(1962-64); the Lyefl Read er ship 
in . Bibliography' at Oxford 
(1965-66); and trusteeship' of 
Dove Cottage (1974-S2); 

His lasting avocation, how- 
ever, was rare books: /the focus 
of his collection shifted over the 
years, and be would as readily 
seQ ranks upon ranks of his 
treasures as buy them if a new 
interest took hold and he re- 
quired cash refinance it In the 
fete 1970s, for example,^ he 
aimed to acquire first editions 
of the early volumes of most 
En glish ' poets -from die 
Romantics to the present, fit 
those days he would be equal 1 
iy gleeful in the posfessfen of 
Hwpmdy Rhymes by William 
Barnes, the Dorset dialect poet; 
Erasmus Darwin's Loves of the 
Plants in pompous morocco- . 
bound quarto; and Eliot’s 
signed dedication to Virginia 
and Leonard WooiTwho had 
printed hfe Poems (1919) and 
bound it in raucous homemade 
Bloomsbury wallpaper at the 
Hogarth Press. 

The emphasis became father 
more grand after 1983' theyear 
he was asked -to ‘exhibit £ .se- 
lection of his books at the 
Bodleian. Library in Oxford; 
On this occasion he decided to 
offer his very best and most coy 
etable inscribed vohnnes, under", 
the punning tide ^^ordswoith • 
to Robert Graves and Beyond”. 
This sepukhralwit wasconfined 
to the catalogue, however; the 
collection itself was. at this time 
inspired with new life and im- 
mediately began to recreate 
itself. 

In the years following the 
Bodleian exhibition, during 
which he had been buying and 
selHng vigorously, viators to his 
house were taken aback not 
only by the uncharacteristical- 
ly huge gaps in the once- 
thronged shelves, but also by a 
bare wall where once a pant 
cabinet bookcase had .stood, 
now summarily, dismissed front, 
service. Ncwell-Smith bad been 
getting rid of many minor items, 
in order to buy into his new en- 
thusiasm, first edition inscribed 
or association copies of the 
very best and greatest poets. ‘ 
Theideaofdhangenjajijrcol- 
lection was for him, the signal : 
fascination. A collection is an in- 
finitely peifectable entity, the 
work is never quite done; the 
appetite is always whetted by the 
prospect of tracking down 
desiderata and of establishing 
their strange bibliographical 
histories, anomalies and ab- 
surdities. The focus of his own 
collection at any time wasprin- 
cipally guided by Kteraiy taste; 
he was not a man who would 
collect what he couTdnot read 
with delight But the bonus of 
the book as an object with in- 
terest and qualities in its own 
right enhanced his pleasure. It ' 
was as well for his purse as for 
his taste that he was able to af- ■ 
ford the very best of Engjish 
literature. ’••••• - 

Bora in 1909/ Simon Nowell- 
Smith was educated at Sher- 
borne’ where his father, Nowell 
Smith, a former Fellow of Mag- 
dalen, Oxford, was headmaster; 
and at New College, where li e 
read Greats. Altho ugh' helivcd 
in London for many , years, 
Nowell-Smith never really left 
Oxford. Hfeprindpai dwellings 

were in Ewelme in the Fifties 


move into Headington nself, 

where he spent hfe last 4hree 

yean in a nursing home). 

After the death of his wife 
Marion in 1977, be felt his 
rambling stone house. Quarry 
Manor, was too much for asin- 

w|r man, and so built himself an 
degant bungalow at the bottom 
of ms large garden: the new 
abode was (juickJy dubbed 
“Quarry Minor” From this 
house, after a prolonged peri- 
od ofbcreavem ent.be began to 

re-estaHishbothhiscoflection 
of books aiMl his wide aide of 
frtendsL Handsome even in old 

age, he reverted to an earlier 

m i * w ralipifOiiTrflflgasdftJtOO 


of mmsual ties (his frnmirite was 
one made of red lain 6), a tril- 
by and a walking stick, he could 
often be seen in the Bodleian 
working on his latest biblio- 
graphical project, or buying 
cheeses ana coffee in the -cov- 
ered market, or taking people 
to touch. fir 19S6 he married Ju- 
efith Adams, an Ame rican art- 
hook dealer, resident in 
Engfend- 

- fie was the. author of six 
books of his own, notably The 
Legend <tf the Master (2947), on 
Henry James; Letters to Mac- 
millan (1967), a history of the 
publ ishing house; and Interna- 
tional Copyright Law and the 
Publisher (1968), stiD a standard 
work on the subject. He kept his 
Kteraiy output very much in the 
background, and would depre- 
cate past achievements; he was 
made uneasy by ostentation 
and was embarrassed by eulo- 
gy. Ail encomiastic account of 
hk bibliographical career by one 
of his acolytes was subject to in- 
tense editing and modification 


ftoweM-Sn^ B e ii i jdchrat wit 

Photograph: Jtintipp Library 

btforerlt- wa»' : xehictaiitly al- 
lowed mto the Book Collector, 
he would rot pexii^ himself to 
be compared to tbe feinousmen 
of antiquarian books; the. 
charming portrait photograph 
of him which hangs'alongside 
other luminaries such as TS. 
Eliot in foe stairwell of the Lon- 
don Library worried and dis- 
tressed him- in the ; implied 
comparison. - - 
- Appreciation of snnple plea- 
sures remained with Simon 
NoweB-Smith always. He loved 
parodies, dogger^ limericks, 
and clerihews (which he (tom- 
posed reaidQy, often in Greek). 
He grew fruit and vegetables 
and until late in life made his 
own bread. He was unfaflingty 
generous to his friends in mat- 
ters large and small, offering 
a Cbassagne-Montrachet for 
lunchtime drinking, or lending 
sums of money to- those who 

he cfeimedto be a- great sn^! 
in feet he loathed pretension of 
any kind, and to those who did 
not property understand- lus 
habit of cutting people for this 
fault seemed mercurial. ' 

Hie looked at the obituaries 
every day as a sort of recursive 
joke. He himself wrote plenty 
of them for the Tones, brut onfy 
because "they had the ines- 
timable : advantage-, of-, being 
about other jfeople.Hewouid 
regard, ail tributes to himself 
with dismay, including this nne. 

. J Cl aire Freston 

Simon Harcourt Nowed-Smith , . 
writer, , collector: and librarian 
bom Winchester 5 January 19p9i . 
editorial staff, (he Times 1932-44 , . 
AssistantEditor, Hines literary 
Supplement 1937-39; Secretary 
and Librarian, London Library 


President, Bibliographical Sod - 
ety 1962-64; married 1938 Mar- 
ion Crichton: (died 1977; two 
sons, one daughter),' 1986 Judith 
Adams; . -died Hmdinkon, 
Oxfordshire 28 MmrJrlQQfi. - 
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. Synod of the Oi inch ofEaghnd, and 

Mrs Mover; Mi Pad Mendel, Dimncof tfe 
axmdJ of Osnitns’aad Jem aod Mrs 
MeaddjMr Bus Beck. Sccretaiy of the 
Metbodht Conference, oaJ Mn Bad^ The 

tta&KBruw&CeaariScoeayoftheAfK)- 

- Wes Indian Consol of Chorehee -The-Re* 

■ David Co^.Gesenl Secretary of 
Ifa Rev Ifriiy Itanium and MtsBomham-' 

the United itafooseJ Church. .- . 

British Library 

Ihe Second Annual Donbas Btyaotf 
. Lecture, whkJi was to have been held- 
on 2 ApriL bas had to he cancelled 
due to the withdrawal of the speak» 
cr. Dr James BUlington. The Bntfeb - 
Tibraw apologises for the short ao- ' 
rice of fhis. change, and -regrets any.. i 
.m convenience caused.. For farther | 
information, .telephone. 0171-412 ' 
7760.. 








\f>w LjPty Investment: Blue Circle builds on construction upturn 
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b Late rescue for struggling bio-babe Proteus 
: Threat to 20,000 post-privatisation rail jobs 
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C&W in £33bn merger talks with BT 


MARY FAGAN ' 

Industrial Correspondent 


Cable A Wireless-last Tiight 
ended weeks of peculation by 
confirming that it_was in talks 
with BT that could lead to a 
£?3bn merger- .of the groups 
and rewrite the map of the 
telecommunicationsinrfuscry. 

The merger would also be by 
far the 'biggest ever in the UK, 
dwarfing &t year’s £9 Jbn mar- 
riage of the Glaxo and WeDcome 
drugs companies. 

The company was forced into 
making a statement after the 
stock market had closed after a 


surge in its own and BT*s share 
price in late afternoon dealings. 
The shares soared amid intense 
rumours that previous one-off 
discussions between the arch- 
rivals had finally been revived. ‘ 
C&W said: “The board of 
Cable & Wireless noted the re- 
cent movement in the share 
price. Cable & Wireless confirms 
that some exploratory discus- 
sions are being held with BT 
which may or may not lead to a 


merger of the two companies. A 
further statement will be made 


BT has consistently refused to 
comment in recent weeks, but 
City sources say an approach was 
made to Cable A Wireless at the 
end of last year after the abrupt 
departure of both its chairman 
and chief executive. 

Sir Tain Wlance, BT s chair- 
man, is believed to be deter- 
mined to acquire C&W but it is 
unlikely that anything could 
happen without the agreement 
of C&W and the blessing of the 
Government The merger -with 


if appropriate although there is 
no immediate expectation of 
this.'? 


appropriate conditions - is un- 
likely to be resisted by minis ters. 

Any deal between BT and 
C&W would face formidable 


regulatory h»;ri':es in Britain 
and Hong K'.r „ where CAW’S 
most vali »set is based -its 
57.5 pe .take in Hongkong 
Teleci'i. . fne merger would 
also ciMvonter difficulties in 
Germany, where the two com- 
panies have stakes in rival 
telecommunications groups. 

The merger would be the 
biggest in UK corporate history 
and would almost certainly 
involve the sale of Mercury’ 
Communications, CAW’S UK 
arm and (he main rival (o BT. 
Don Criiickshank, the industry 
watchdog, said recently that the 
main issue for him in the event 


of any merger and subsequent 
disposal of Mercury would be 
the strength and commitment of 
(he new owners. 

The plan would also have to 
include a solution for Mercury 
One-2-Onc, C&W’s mobile 
joint venture with US West, 
which competes with BT’s Cell- 
net. There was speculation yes- 
terday that BT might in some 
way hive off its 60 per cent stake 
in Cdlnet, the balance of which 
is owned by Sccuricor. 

Shares in C&W climbed 34p 
during the day to 511 _5p, valu- 
ing the company at £H3bn, 
while BTs rose by 143p to 


34S3p. a valuation of £21.9bn. 
The surge spilled over to Wall 
street. American Depository 
Receipts in BT rose by more 
than S3 to S54.2S and C&W by 
S3 to s:+ ! /k. 

The negotiations at C&W 
are being conducted by Rod 
Olsen, acting chief executive 
and Brian Smith, non-executive 
chairman. The group has been 
actively attempting to recruit a 
new chief executive and an an- 
nouncement had been expected 
within days. The talks with BT 
appear id have inevitably mud- 
died the waters and C&W de- 
clined to comment on anv 


potential management changes. 

The driver for BT in acquir- 
ing CAW are its international ac- 
tivities. in particular the Hong 
Kong telecom stake and other 
operations in the Asia Pacific re- 
gion. Sir Peter Bonfield. BT’s 
new chief executive, has said 
within recent weeks that Asia Pa- 
cific is one region where BT 
must expand to ensure its future 
as a leading global player. 

Any deal between BT and 
CAW would face Lough regula- 
tory hurdles in Hang Kong. It 
could also face difficulties in 
Germany, where the two com- 
panies have stakes in rival 


telecommunications groups. 

BT is keen to expand outside 
the core UK operations which 
are increasingly squeezed by 
regulation and competition. The 
company's prices are at present 
capped at inflation minus 73 
percentage points and are being 
reviewed now by Mr Cruick- 
shank.Thc watchdog's propos- 
als for new price controls are 
expected to culminate in a 
tougher cap to come into effect 
next year. BT must agree the 
changes decided by the regula- 
tor or the matter will be referred 
to the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 




Employment: Political uproar as utility lays off thousands of workers, but expansion plans bring some good news for Wales and Ulster 

Daewoo 
and L&G 
set to 
recruit 




row 




MARY FAGAN 


g ae gg 


A political row erupted yester- 
day following news of 2,500 job 
losses at United Utilities, the 
company formed by North West 
Waters £1 jft>n takeover of Nor- 
web, the regional electricity 
firm. The lay-offs compare with 
800 previously projected and 
will be largely in the core wa- 
ter and elecricity operations: 
Ian McCartney, shadow em- 
ployment minister, attacked 


the planned cuts as “a slap in 
the face for thousands of hard- 


the face for thousands of hard- 
working employees". He added: 
“United Utilities is among the 
most profitable utilities in the 
country, and there is absolute- 
ly no need for these redundan- 
cies: Yet again the taxpayer is 
to be landed with a huge bw for 
unemplayment beneut as em- 
ployees are sacrificed to give a 
quick fix to the haihnee sheet” 
Brian Staples, chief executive. 


said: “It*s regrettable and we do 
not like it But it is a fact of life 
in the industry today. The best 
people across both businesses 
wiDeo forward with the group." 

The job cuts in the core busi- 
nesses emerged alongside plans 
to dispose of the group’s retail, 
contracting and process equip- 
ment divisions, which employ 
about 4,000 in the UK and else- 
where. United also intends to 
pull out of power generation, an 
activity inherited from Norweb, 
which the new ownership feels 
is too smafl to be “meaningful” 

United also hinted that it 
might seek further acquisitions 
in its drive to be a super-utility. 
The company said: “Ways are 
being explored of extending the 
group’s utility activities into 
Ewopewhilst at the same time 
watching with interest the 
continued rationalisation in 
Europe.” 

The group said that the sav- 


out of retailing 


NIGEL COPE 


The decision by United Utilities 
to sell Norweb’s electrical retail 
interests makes it the latest in 
a long list of the privatised 
utilities to abandon the cut- 
throat market 

Eight electricity companies 
have now pulled the plug on 
their electrical stores in the 
last 12 months, as pressure to 
deliver value for shareholders 
forces tough decisions on pe- 
ripheral activities. The Rum- 
belows chain also dosed a year 
ago blaming moun ting losses for 
the decision. 

Onfy a handful of the regional 
electricity companies, including. 
Seeboard, Northern and Scot- 
tish Hydro are still battling on. 
Only Scottish fewer is still ex- 
panding as^essively. Most have . 
been making substantial losses 
and have either sold; or closed 
large parts of their operation, 

Norweb’s electrical division is 
unusual in that it was making 
profits - £Sm last year on sales 
of £207m. It has 90 high street 
stares and 67 out of town su- . 


pexstores. Most are in the North 
Wesi though it has 18 super- 
stores in the South West after 
it’s purchase last year of some 


it’s purchase last year of i 
of Swalec’s outlets. 


The most likely candidate to 
iv the stores is the company's 


buy the stores is the company's 
management led by Peter 


McTague, the group’s retail 
director. He joined Norweb in 


director. He joined Norweb in 
1992 and was previously a board 
director at COmeL 
The electrical retail sector is 
rapidly consolidating into a few 
major players led by Dixons 


(which also owns Currys) and 
Comet, part of the Kingfisher 


Comet, part of the Kingfisher 
group. '• 

A year ago East Midlands 
Electricity and Yorkshire sold 
their Homepower joint ven- 
ture. South West and web Manr 
web gave up the fight in April. 
In May the Powerhouse chain, 
which was jointly owned by 
Eastern, Midland and Southern, 
was put on the market 
' Fblkwing Eastern’s takeover 
by Hansom some 2COof the out- 
lets were sold (o the manage- 
ment and another 200 were 
_closed- 


ings from the Norweb merger 
would be £14l)m a year by the 
end of the decade, about 40 per 
cent more than had been orig- 
inally thought 

Earnings enhancement in 
1996/97 wfil also exceed expec- 
tations and real dividend 
growth of II per cent per an- 
num is “possible”. 

United will make a provision 
of £l04m this year, largely to 
cover severance costs. Gearing 
at the end of the year will be 90 
per cent rising to 100 per cent 
next year but quickly faffing back 
to between 75 and 80 per cent. 
The planned divestments, which 
the group said could take some 
time to achieve, could cull a fur- 
ther 10 percent 

The move was broadly wel- 
comed among City analysis. 
But some warned that United 
still faces the uncertainty of 
price control reviews at the 
end of the decade by two watch- 
dogs, Ofwai and Offer. Ac- 
cording to one analyst“There 
is not much to get worked up 
about here except what ap- 
pears to be a strategic decision 
to retrench into the core utility 
operations." The group’s shares . 
mewed up 14p to 6Ilp. 

Separately, Calor Group yes- 
terday warned of redundan- 
cies to come, and British Rail’s 
engineering development unit 
announced' job losses. 

Calor, Bn tain’s biggest sup- 
plier of bottled gas, warned 
more than 300 workers at its 
Slough headquarters, close to 
London, that there would be re- 
. dundancies following a decision 
to dose the office by next year. 
The move forms part of a plan 
to redistribute bead office func- 
tions between existing region- 
al offices and a new customer 
management centre to be es- 
tablished this year near Leam- 
ington Spa in Warwickshire. 

The company refused to give 
further details ahead of a pre- 
timinar y results announcement 
due this morning, but the busi- 
ness is known to be facing dif- 
ficulties. 

British Rail's engineering de- 
velopment unit is to dose by the 
autumn with the loss of 58 
jobs. BR had hoped to sell the 
Derby-based unit, which spe- 
cialises in development of pro- 
totype rafl vehicles. 

. Comment, page 25 



RUSSELL HOTTEN 


Black day for employees: Thousands more will be searching for work at Jobcentres after yesterday's lay-offs 


Bank of England axes offices 


JOHN EISEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 


Three hundred and fifty jobs 
were lost yesterday in the pub- 
lic services financial sector as the 
Bank of England and the 
National Statistics Office an- 
nounced cost-saving exercises. 

The Bank said it was dosing 
four regional note-handling 
centres at a cost of 150 jobs over 
the next 12 to 18 months as pari 
of a shake-up of its system for 
distributing banknotes. 

Cash handling will cease at 
Birmingham, Bristol, Manches- 
ter and Newcastle, and in future 
the issuing of bank notes and the 
disposal of old ernes will only be 
handled at the Bank of England 
branches in London and Leeds. 
Offices will be maintained in 
these cities for monitoring 
ecomonic trends and new ones 
will be opened in Cardiff and 
Nottingham, taking the total 
around the country to 12. 

The newly formed Office for 


National Statistics said it would 
shed up to 200 jobs in the com- 
ing year as it merges staff at the 
Central Statistics Office and the 
Office of Population Censuses 
and Surveys. 

Tun Hoit , ONS chief excu- 
tive said he wanted its statistics 
to be more user-friendly and 
readily available as well as pre- 
serving individual privacy. “I 


want official statistics to be 
more widely available and more 
widely used, not just by busi- 
nesses and analysts but by 
ordinary people." he said. 

A Bank of England 
spokesman said the move was 
being made because the high 
street banks had taken on much 
of the work in distributing bank- 
notes previously. The Bank 
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"300 warned of redundancies to come 


said it intended to eliminate 
costly duplication between its 
own arrangements for process- 
inc. storing and distributing 
banknotes and those of the 
commercial banks . This should 
save around £4m per year, but 
will be parti)' offset by the £lm 
per year costs of the regional 
agencies. 

Alaslair Darling. Labour's 
City spokesman, sid it was es- 
sential that the Bank of Eng- 
land maintained its economic 
intelligence units in the Eng- 
lish region as as well as ui 
Wales, Scotland and northern 
Ireland. 

■■"We want to broaden the 
basis on which the Bank of Eng- 
land formulates the advice that 
it gives to the Chancellor on in- 
terest rate policy," he said. “We 
propose to establish a Monetary 
Policy Board that will include 
members from the City and 
from industry in order to reflect 
views from different parts of the 
country. ” 


Almost 1,000 jobs are being 
created in Wales and Northern 
Ireland after the insurance gi- 
ant Legal A General and two 
South Korean companies yes- 
terday unveiled expansion plans. 

Legal A General said that it 
would recruit about 400 people 
over the next three years for a 
new sales and advice centre 
being set up in Cardiff. The 
company, which declined to 
reveal how much it was invest- 
ing, had considered sites in 
North-easL England and Suney. 

The decision was welcomed 
by the Welsh Development 
Agency as an '■important raile- 
stone”'in achieving their target 
of creating 10,000 new jobs in 
finance and commerce. 

More than 560 new jobs are 
on their way to Northern Ire- 
land following investments of 
more than £23m by South 
Korean companies Daewoo 
and the YG-1 Tool Company. 

Daewoo is creating 330 jobs 
by the end of the year in a 
£ 1 4.8m expansion, with Gov- 
ernment-backing, of video 
recorders and deck mecha- 
nisms production at its plant in 
Antrim. 

The expansion was an- 


nounced by Northern Ireland 
Economy Minister. Baroness 


Economy Minister. Baroness 
Denton, during a visit to the 
company headquarters in South 
Korea. She said it was "an ex- 
tremely important" investment 
because it reduced the Antrim 
plant's dependence on compo- 
nents from Korea. 

The company, which set up 
in Northern Ireland in 1989. ex- 
pects to employ 1.000 by 
December. 

KH Nam, vice-president of 
Daewoo, said the Northern Ire- 
land facility was one of the 
group’s main overseas invest- 
ments. “We see the Antrim 
plant at the forefront of our 
strategy to treble our VCR 
market share in Europe and to 
expand sales into the Russian 
republics.” 

Meanwhile, another 230 jobs 
are being created by YG-1 at an 
ro plant to manufacture 
precision cutting looIs in west 
Belfast. 


CableTel buy s NTL broadcast network for £235m 




MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor - 


International CableTel Britain’s 
third largest cable operator, is 


services provider, as a step to- 
ward creating a truly national 
telecommunications network. 

The move will bring togeth- 
er NTCs national transmission 
operations and CableTel' s local 
fibre-optic rabies, which provide 
57.000 homes with cable TV and ' 


telephony. The result will be 
end-to-end broad-band con- 
nections, allowing high-speed 
links carrying voice, data and 
video. CableTel will be able to 
use the NTL transmission net- 
work to bypass BT and the oth- 
er national telecoms operators. 
NTL recently won a national 
licence to provide fixed radio 
telecommunications, which will 
accelerate CableTel’s creation 
of a national network. 

“This creates a unique na- 
tional telecoms competitor,” 


Barry Knapp, chief executive of 
CableTel said. 

He added that the company in- 
tends to make the network avail- 
able to other cable operators, 
which have been seeking ways of 
avoiding the charges made for 
the use of networks operated ty 
BT Mercury and Energis. 

NTL. which supplies trans- 
mission services to ITV. Chan- 
nel 4 and independent radio 
stations through a network of 
600 masts and microwave links, 
was sold off by the Government 


when it disbanded the old In- 
dependent Broadcasting Au- 
thority in 1991. An investment 
group led by a division of Mer- 
cury Asset Management bought 
the operations for £70m. 

In addition to £200m in cash, 
financed through bank loans, 
CableTel will pay NTL share- 
holders, which include its em- 
ployees, another £35m in a 
year's time. 

The shareholders of NTL 
will have seen a 235 per cent re- 
turn on their investment in just 


five years. The deal is likely to 
fuel renewed criticism over the 
privatisation of Government- 
owned assets at fire-sale prices, 
and could lead to a sharply 
higher valuation for the BBC’s 
transmission services, which 
have been earmarked for sale, 
perhaps by the end of the year. 

Jeff Hoon. Labour spokesman 
on information technology and 
telecommunications, said last 
night: "This just demonstrates 
the concerns we had at the time 
of privatisation. If [the BBC sale] 


goes ahead, we must ensure 
that a proper price is paid." 

Last year, NTL had revenues 
of £J09in, and pre-tax profits be- 
fore extraordinary items of 
abouL £3 7m. It has been a big 
capita] spender, in order to fi- 
nance development of its broad- 
cast and telecoms contracts, 
which include satellite as well as 
radio transmission. It recently 
won the right to provide trans- 
mission services for Channel 5, 
the terrestrial service scheduled 
for launch in early J997. 
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The 170th Annual General Meeting of the 
Company wifi be held in the Head Office, 
3 George Street, Edinburgh on Tuesday 23 April 
1996 at 2.30pm. 

A member entitled to attend and vote is 
entitled to appoint a proxy to attend and vote. 
A proxy need not be a member. 

By order of the Board of Directors 

D M Simpson 

Secretary’ 

Edinburgh, 28 March 1996 
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Redland to create 



tile giant 


TOM STEVENSON 

Crty Editor 


Redland yesterday aniwunced 
plans for ’a radical overhaul of 
its building materials opera- 
lions that will create Europe’s 
largest roof tiles manufacturer 
with sales of DM3bn ('£1 _33bo). 
Details of the deal, which will 
involve a merger of its own in- 
terests with (hose of its suc- 
cessful German subsidiary. 
Braas. are likely to be unveiled 
within the next few weeks. 

Robert Napier, chief execu- 
tive. also said negotiations were 
at an advanced stage with four 
potential buyers of its UK bricks 
arm. In addition, discussions 
are in train to sell Redland s US 
brick operations, which will com- 
plete a reversal of the company's 
expansion in bricks early in the 
ivNOs when it bought rival Steet- 
ley. Mr Napier admits now that 
Redland overpaid for that deal. 

The ambitious deal with 
Braas comes as that company’s 
core German activities face a 
rapid slowdown in construction 
activity. The underlying weak- 
ening in trading has heen ex- 
acerbated in the early months 
of 1 996 by poor weather a cross 
Europe, and Redland warned 


that first-half profits will not 
match those achieved in 1995. 

Although Braas has given 
Redland exposure to the recent 
post-unification building surge 
in Germany, recession is taking 
its (oil and Redland believes 
now is the right time to simp- 
lily the relationship between the 
two companies and reduce 
duplication of investment 

The shape of the proposed 
deal is still uncertain, but it is 
understood that Redland will in- 
ject its tile businesses, based in 
the UK. France, Spain and the 
Low Countries, into Braas, 
which focuses further east in ex- 
change for a mixture of cash and 
Braas shares. 

Currently Redland owus50.S 
per cent of Braas and it is 
thought that the German com- 
pany's minority shareholders 
arc prepared to see that stake 
rise to about 60 per cent. A 
newly named company will be 
created. probably headed by a 
Braas-norainaied chairman and 
with a board of directors taken 
from both Braas and Redland. 

News of the restructuring ac- 
companied full-year figures 
which underlined the difficult 
trading conditions facing Red- 
land last year. Pre-tax profits be- 


fore exceptional items fell 5 per 
cent to £355. lm (£373ra), which 
Mr Napier said represented a 
strong management perfor- 
mance in the face of volume falls 
in most of its markets of up to 
10 per cent. Price rises in line with 
inflation were pushed throuj 
and cost-cutting largely offset 
volume -induced margin M. 

The reported profit figure of 
£2 73.2m was hit further by an 
£S1.9m exceptional charge, 
mainly made up of book value 

write-offs at Gens tar. Redland ’s 

aggregates operation in Mary- 
land. A maintained final divi- 
dend of ll-2p. following the 
interim reduction, resulted in a 
full year total of 16.7p ( 19.4p). 

In the UK. where Mr Napier 
said “the phones stopped ring- 
ing last March”, volumes of 
sand, gravel, dry stone and 
ready mixed concrete all fell by 
more than 10 per cent. Higher 
prices offset much of the dam- 
age but the weaker housing 
market also hit brick demand, 
leading to a fall in UK profits 
from £41m to £35-2m. 

Germany, the dominant profit 
contributor, saw an 11 per cent 
fall in DM profits, although cur- 
rency movements limited die fall 
to £3. 6m, down to £191m. 



There may be more grey hairs, but 14 years after the collapse 
of his original Sky Train, Sir Freddie Laker’s smile says it alk 
We’re bade in business. 

Nothing could take the shine off the Janneta of his new transat- 
lantic air service yesterday. Not even having to rent an aircraft 
for tbe occasion, after his own failed to arrive on time. A cock- 
pit windscreen cracked - possibly from a bird strike -during a 
test flight of his own aircraft, delaying its entry into service. 


The fli^ii>ate, Manchester to Orlando, started yesterday and 
Sir Freddie (above) was on bandwitta desk staffer Susan Tinner 
to welcome passengers on board. Departures from London 
Gatwkk are scheduled to start today. 

The new Laker Airways service is abased at the booming Florfda 
family holidays market, with fares pitched at a highly compet- 
itive £299 round-trip, The original Laker Sky Ttain foundered 
in 1982 in tbe foce of fierce competition and cut-throat fores. 


Queens Moat struggles to profit 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 


Queens Moat Houses, the 
hugely-indcbted hotel group, 
continues to struggle towards re- 
covery. returning to the black 
last year for the first time since 
1990. But Stanley Metcalfe, 
chairman, presented a decidedly 
cautious view of the tuture as he 
announced the results yesterday. 

■At this early stage in the cur- 
rent year. 1 can report that 
trading has been satisfactory," 
he said. Economic growth was 
.*» major factor in the company’s 
revenue growth, and while be 
was “cautiously optimistic about 
the trading environment for 
the UK in 1996," prospects for 
growth in Germany and France 
were not good, particularly 
against a background of in- 
tense competition. 

Pre-tax profits of £42.4m in 
the year to December replaced 
a deficit of £95.2ra last time, but 
the group still faces a mountain 
of debt and would have been in 
loss but for £48.Sra of interest 
waived under last vear’s£1.3bn 


capita] restructuring. Borrow- 
ings stood at £1.02bn at the end 
of* December, down from 
£1.28bn the previous year. 

The group made another 
small inroad into that yesterday 
when it was announced that 
Stakis, the Scottish hotels and 
casinos group had paid £3.4m 
for the Europa. near Newcas- 
tle- upon-Tyne. The hotel, to be 
known as the Stakis Tyneside in 


future, brings to three the num- 
ber of Queens Moat’s County 
hotels sold since the beginning 
of the year, following the dis- 
posal of eight in 1995. 

These country-house hotels 
are deemed not to fit into the 


group's core Moat House 



Improved trading: Andrew 
Coppel, chief executive 


brand, situated on main arter- 
ial routes within or on the edge 
of towns, and a further 27 have 
been earmarked for sale in the 
future. 

The news left the shares 
unchanged at 22p yesterday - 
although they have soared since 
being re-listed at 3p last May 
after being suspended for more 
than two years. 

Mr Metcalfe said that the fur- 
ther improvement in the 
group’s trading performance 
anticipated at the half year re- 
sults in September was evident 
in the full year figures. Oper- 
ating profits rose from £35.2m 
to £44.7m. After adjusting for 
the effects of the restructuring 
- principally higher operating 
rentals - the underlying in- 
crease was 54 per cent. 


Andrew Coppel, chief exec- 
utive, said trading conditions 
had continued to improve in the 
UK, although there was 
stronger activity in the south of 
England than in the north. 

Occupancy rates improved 
4.7 percentage points to 66.8 per 
cent, still some way short of the 
market average of 71 or 72 per 
cent, but average room rates 
grew £1.29 to £42.29. That 
meant the rise in the yield - oc- 
cupancy multiplied by average 
room rate - was ahead of the 
market, Mr Coppel said. In 
the Moat House division, yields 
were nearly 12 per cent up, but 
still below market levels. 

The figures were boosted by 
a £25. Im profit on asset sales 
and £3.4m taken to the profit 
and loss account from the reval- 
uation of the group's hotels. 

This review, which was car- 
ried out by Jones Lang 
Wootton, showed the properties 
had fallen to £89 lm at the year 
end but stripping out disposals 
made in 1994, the portfolio in- 
creased from £83Sm. 


Booker plays down talk 



NIGEL COPE 


Booker, the food-processing 
and cash-and-carry group, yes- 
terday played down speculation 
that it was set to bia for Nur- 
din & Peacock, the rival cash- 
and-carry operator. 

Reporting an 11 per cent 
rise in profits to £100m. Book- 
er's chief executive, Charles 
Bowen, said: “Internal growth 
is our priority. The cash and 
food service division is growing 
very well and there are further 
efficiencies to be made.” 

Shares in Niirdin have been 
rising recently on rumours that 
Booker was set to strike. The sit- 
uation is complicated by a large 
stake owned by the Peacock 
family as well as a 14 per cent 
stake controlled by the Dutch 
group, SHV Makro, which is 
also thought keen to increase its 
holding. 

Analysts believe a Booker- 


Nurdin deal would make strate- 
gic sense, enabling Booker to re- 
duce costs and dose stores that 
overlapped. A bid at around 
197p would value the company 
at£250ra. Booker shares closed 
13p higher at 395p. Nurdin’s 
shares edged 4p higher at 172p. 

Mr Bowen was sanguine 
about the possibility of Makro 
malting a bid instead, which 
would leave Booker with a far 
larger competitor. “We are. 
gaining market share from all 
our competitors. Even if SHV 
bought Nurdin we would be 
confident going up against it, 1 * 
he added. 

Booker is the largest cash- 
and-carry operator in the UK. 
with 160 sites. It has outlets in 
Portugal and seeks to expand in 
other European markets and 
the Far East. Nurdin is smaller 
and has been changing its stores 
into the TBW format 

Booker’s figures for the year 


to December were at the top 
end of City expectations. Prof- 
its of £100m were struck on 
turnover 14 per cent higher at 
£4.2bn. TTie group's.. salmon 
operations performed strongly, 
boosted by a 20 per cent rise hi 
salmon consumption. Booker 
has maintained its market share 
despite some fish-dumping tty 
Norwegian producers. Along 
with some Scottish producers 
Booker is seeking action from 
both the UK gqvemme n l and 
the EU. The fish and prepared- 
foods business could be. a can- 
didate for disposal after a 
difficult year. . • 

Raw material prices have 
been rising and proved difficult 
to pass on to supermarkets. The 
company is therefore trying to 
cut costs. Cost control enabled 
Booker to improve margins 
last year and the company said 
it planned to repeat the per- 
formance this time. . 




down at 



TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor ; 


Roger Carey is leaving Slough 
Estates, Britain's largest in- 
dustrial landlord, after a board- 
room reshuffle, in effect 
eliminated his job as managing 
director. The former president 
of the British Property Feder- 
ation and one of the property 


the end of April 
Mr Carey’s departure - fol- 
lows the decision by Sir Nigel 
Mobbs to split the roles of 
chairman ana chief executive. 
His move to become executive 
diainnan created a race for the 
chief executive’s job, which was 
won by the finance director, 
Derek Wilson. 

Both sides insisted that the 
parting of the ways was amica- 
ble and Mr Carey is not ex- 
pected "" to receive any 
compensation. He plans to keep 
working in the property business 
but has no concrete plans. 

. News of. . the . boardroom 
changes, which ' bring Slough 
into line with Cadbrny com- 
mittee recommendations, ac- 
companied full-year .figures 
showing an 11 per cent rise in 
profit before taxto £70 .7m. The 
more important measure of 
net asset value per share de- 
clined during the year, howev- 
er, by 3.6 per cent to 266p. 

Sounding a mere optimistic 
note than for some tune. Sir 
Nigel said: “The past year has 
seen further progress in the 
achievement of strategic ob- 
jectives. particularly die con- 
tinuing. improvement in 


occupancy.” As a result the 
dividend wa 


_ lend was nudged up 4.9 per 
cent to 8 Jp a share. 

Slough's total portfolio was 
valued at £1 .78bn at the end of 
1995, a 3.1 per cent decline on 
a year earlier. The biggest hit 
was in the UK, where values fell 
ahnost5 percent, led by a 13 
per cent foil in the value of 
Slough’s offices. Retail prop- 
erties fell by 5.6 per cent while 
tiie core memorial estate, which 
accounts for 58 per cent of the 
total portfolio, slipped by 3J> per 
cent The UK portfolio is cur- 
rently rented at levels estimat- 
ed to be 7JJ per cent higher than 
those that would be achievable 
on the open market That rep- 
resents a slight improvement cm 
the over-renting of S5 per cent 
at the end of 1994. 


Blue Circle builds on upturn 

The Investment Column 


There is no doubt Blue Circle has an 
excellent cement business and it is 
currently benefiting from some pretty 
buoyant construction markets around 
the world. 

Even in the depressed UK. its 
command of half the market means it 
can maintain the industry’s prices at 
a level which keeps out imports and yet 
still makes enviable margins of over 20 
per cent. 

Despite a 3 per cent dip in volumes, 
UK cement profits rose an impressive 
1-9 per cent to£65.3m last year. What 
Blue Circle can do when markets 
really take off was illustrated by last 
year's performance overseas. Buoyant 
demand in the US. Chile and Malaysia 
saw profit rises ranging between 29 per 
cent and 37 percent in those regions. 

The benefits of this general upturn 
in the cycle shone through in group 
profits, which leapt from £lS4m to 
£2o4m in the year to December, 
despite being complicated bv excep- 
tional. The 1994 charge of £59.4m - 
mostly the loss on the s'ale of the New- 
World cookers business - was cut to 
£9m in 1995. 

While Blue Circle has shown it can 
manage the core business, its diversi- 
fication strategy has heen disastrous. 
Fresh from sorting out the Arm Mage 
Shanks bathrooms division, it is now 
having to tackle the bigger problems 
or its boilers-to- radiators heating off- 
shoot. including Myson and Poucrton 
in i he UK. A restructuring announced 
last month is meant to deliver cost sav- 
ings of £25m by next year, but that will 
still leave returns well short of the 
targeted 15 per cent return on £550m 
of capital employed in heating, after 
profits collapsed from £42?4m to 
£I7.1m in 1995. 

The cement cycle would appear to 
have a little more steam Jeff in it. UK 
cement volumes have yet to show any 

recovery from the Ifi per cent fall 
registered in the second half of last 
year, but there is good reason to 
agree with Blue Circle that the mar- 
ket will pick up later this year. 

Construction orders up"20 per cent 
'in the three months to January and re- 
plans by housebuilders to 
significantly raise output must feed 
Lhrough to cement demand eventual- 
ly. Add to that price rises of over 4 per 
cent to he posted next month and there 
should be some growth this year. 

Overseas, the US could now hit a 
plaLeau, but any decline from here is 
likely to be gentle. More questionable 
is whether last year’s boom in Chile 
and the Far East can be maintained 
without attracting competition or be- 
ing killed off by the onset of extra 
capacity. Blue Circle plans to use its 
minimal gearing and formidable cash 
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flow for acquisitions. Given the record, 
that should worry investors. 

At 333p, up lOp. the shares are fairly 
rated on a forward price/eamings ratio 
of 14. assuming profits just snort of 
£300m this year. 


Next still offers 
rich rewards 


Next’s market-beating record has become 
so predictable that even David Jones, the 
retailer's chief executive, seems to be hav- 
ing difficulty in finding his own results 
interesting. 'What was once the high 
street's great recovery story has become 
a tale of consistent growth that puts the 
rest of the sector in the shade. Pre -ex- 
ceptional profits were up 25 per cent to 
£125m with high street stores and the 
Next Directory putting in sterling per- 
formances. Disposals boosted the pre- 
tax figure to £142m. 

After shaving the margin to boost sales 
over the last two years Next is keeping 
the return on sales constant on like-for- 
like turnover that is still increasing at a 
heady 12 per cent since the year-end. 


Quite how Next is managing such in- 
creases when other retailers are strug- 
gling is not entirely clear, but the market 
is not arguing. Profits from the 3(W stores 
shot up from £59m to £74.7m, while Next 
Directory managed a 25 per cent im- 
provement to £ 19.1m. 

Having pulled out of its Bath And 
Body Works joint venture, which had 
opened five Body Shop-style toiletries 
stores. Next is focused on those two busi- 
nesses. After notching up a lossof£lm, 
the sale of the stake to its partner. Tbe 
Limited, makes sense, as does the de- 
cision not to add to its five US stores, 
where one will dose. More franchise 
openings are scheduled, however, in the 
Middle East, the Far East and Greece. 

Even this spending will not much dent 
the growing cash pile, which rose £50m 
to £170ra. The company has raised the 
dividend by 30 per cent and prefers an 
aggressive dividend polity rather than a 
special dividend or share buy-back. 

It is testing a personal loan scheme to 
its Directory customers which is utilis- 
ing £10m of cash. If rolled onr it might 
use up £50m, but that would still leave 
a chunky war chesLAll this hints at ac- 
quisitions and Lord Wolfeon, chair- 
man, admits that he likes to have the 


ammunition available if an opportunity 
came along but has no current plans. 
Next shares have proved a phenome- 
nal investment over the last five years. 
While the FT all-share index has risen 
84 per cent since 1991, Next’s shares 
have grown 38-fold. BZW has raised 
its forecast from £138m to £150m for 
the current year. With the shares up 
another 15 rip to 494rip yesterday, they 
are on a forward rating of 18. High, but 
rightly so with growth set to continue. 


Gloom all round 
for Redland 


at a glance 


Market value: £2.63bn, share price 333p 


Trading record 


Turnover (Erin) 

Pre-tax profits (Em) 
Earning per share (pence). 
Dividends per share (pence) 


1991 

1992 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1.15 . 

137 

• yttB-i . 

• ’.1.76 

7 ;.'-1i77 r 

98.6 

93.8 

166 

1 B4 

-• 264 

77 8.6 ; 

- 4 . 07 ,.; 

• : f4.5 

12.7;. 

18.47 

10.9 

1125 . 

11.25 

11.75 

7 12-5 


Operating profit 

1995. £m 


Bathrooms 
27.0 


Heating 

17.1 



Property 

3.3 


Share price 

pence 



Just when it looked as if Redland was 
recovering from tbe calamitous fall in 
its share price since the start of 1994. 
it is heading south again. Yesterday, the 
shares slipped another Sp to 3S4p as 
the market focused on a gloomy as- 
sessment of trading in pretty much all 
of its markets. 

That was a slightly uncharitable as- 
sessment of the 5 per cent fall in pre- 
tax profits last year - before asset 
write-downs - which represented quite 
a creditable management performance 
in the face of volume declines of be- 
tween 6 and 10 per cent. The pressure 
to cut costs will only intensify this year, 
however, with trading unlikely to im- 
prove until at least the bade end’of 1996. 

Germany is the big problem, with 
residential building permits slumping 
in the West by 2S per cent during the 
second half of the year, more than off- 
setting a 20 per cent rise in the East. 
Both areas experienced a progressive 
deterioration during the year, which au- 
gurs badly for the current year since 
tile volumes tend to lag permits by be- 
tween six and nine months. 

No surprise then that the company 
is planning a radical overhaul of its Eu- 
ropean roof-tile businesses, merging its 
own operations with those of Braas, its 
50.8 per cent-owned subsidiary. Un- 
fortunately for investors, the scale of 
any savings remains a mystery until the 
company finalises negotiations with 
Brass's minority shareholders. 

Stiti. at least the company is at last 
making decisions based on commercial 
rather than financial imperatives, 
which is more reassuring than the trea- 
sury manoeuvres of yesteryear. Getting 
out" of bricks appears to make sense, 
even if it is quite a U-turn after the ill- 


Hugs, kisses, goats and 
eruptions, but no spam 

City Diary 


John Willcock 


conceded Steetiey acquisition. 

ofit 


)S82 33 34. 95 ■ 96 


With first-half profits unlikely to 
match 1995s. fall-year forecasts are be- 
ing pulled back to about £330m. That 
puts the shares on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio of 13. Supported 
by a 5,4 per cent dividend yield they 
look reasonably secure but unexciting. 


As you tuck into your prawn 
cocktail sandwich this lunch- 
time, the “Most Innovative 
Sandwich of the Year Award” 
will be being judged at the 
Royal Lancaster Hotel in 
London. This is the fifth year 
of the awards, which are 
sponsored by the British 
Sandwich Association, the 
representative of a £3bn-and- 
growing industry. Among the 
tasty morsels on offer. “Hugs 
& Kisses, made with peaches 
and passionfruit on chocolate 
bread, with a single Rolo 
chocolate; Vesuvius (an erup- 
tion of flavour!) made with 
focaccia bread and gorgonzo- 
la cheese, with a filling of 
goat's cheese, spinach and 
tomato sauce; and the Eu- 
rosandwich, a concoction of 
German (Bockwurst sausage 
and German mustard), Greek 
(houmous, olives and avoca- 
do) and French (rillettes du 
Mains and roelfie of salad 
leaves).” More than 320 peo- 
ple will attend a dinner 
tonight hosted by comedian 
Tom O’Connor at which this 
and other sandwich-related 
awards win be made. Easy on 
the mayo. 


The Lancashire weaving vil- 
lage of Colder Vale, just north 
ofPreston. is home to a 77- 
year old company whose en- 
tire production consists of the 
red and white cotton head 
shawls wont only in Saudi ' 
Arabia. Yesterday the compa- 


ny, Lappet Manufacturing, 


was sold by Courtaulds Tex- 
tiles to a group of anonymous 
Middle Eastern investors for 
£17m. Bob Quick, Lappet's 
chief executive, commented: 
“Courtaulds bought us in 
1968 and have now decided 
that we are a non-core busi- 
ness. Making the shawls in- 
volves quite a specialised, 
old-fashioned method. Our ' 
business has grown with the . 
Saudi economy.” A nice posi- 
tion to be in, I’m sure. 


Since being a basket case five 
years ago Next has become a 



Cat-owners can now take out cover for their beloved kitty' - 
under tbe new “Paxmair Han" from Pet Plan, the pet health 
insurance company. As its name suggests, the plan is a re- ~ 
sponse to comments on cats by Jeremy Patman, the noted TV 

broadcaster; in tbe 5/ondbnf on Ihiesday; bate 

them,” the paper reported. “I want to organise a meet oh. v 
Shepherd's Bosh Green every Saturday. Well blow horns, 
wear bright blue anoraks and race all over west London. "" 
Then we'll tear them limb from limb.” Cripes. Anyhow; for an 
extra £1 on tbe premium. Pet Plan's Paxman cover will pay 
out should the TV man slaughter your caL ’• 


rip-roaring success story with 
remorseless growth in profits. 
The chain store group’s chief 
executive, David Jones, who 
possesses all the charisma to 
be expected from, a chartered ; 
accountant, told a charming 
story yesterday at the results 
press briefing. His young 
daughter had asked him the 
night before what he would 1 
be saying the next day, and he 
duly refereed to ballooning 
profits, soaring sales and the 
like. **531116 boring stuff then, 
Daddy.^she commented. Out 
of the mouths of babes. „ 


BZW has pinched a four-man 
equity derivatives team from 
HSBC Midland to coyer the" . 
UK life insurance sector in 
structured products for the 
retail market Led by Giles 
Rothwell, aged a mere 33, the 
team composes Desmond 
Byroe, Paul Coleman and 


Richard Ager - who’s only 28 . 
Shouldn't these people still 
be in school? Elsewhere in : ' 
the Barclays empire vested 
day, BZW Bardays Global 
Investors, the world’s largest 

manager of tracker funds, 
lured Kevin McNulty from 
Prudential Tortfolio Man- 
agers to be its'tnst securities 
lending manager. 


Mr McNulty will have plen- 


ty to lend “.the company has 
£I54bn in assets under 
management 
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All aboard for the mother of all takeovers 


COMMENT 


‘BTs Sir fainVallance 
is just desperate, to 
do this deal.. At one v 
stroke it gfabs BT the - 
scale in international 
markets it needs as 
well as filling an 
obvious hole 'm its 
intematiorial spread - 
the Far East' . 


S t ode market rumours as strong as those 
swirling around Cable & Wireless yes- 
terday usually turn out to be true. Notwith- 
standing persistent denials of talks with BT 
ovetthe past two weeks, C&W was last night 
forced to confirm that the market was 
indeed right all along. Talks over the mother 
of all takeovers are underway, and, by all 
accounts, quite near to fruition. 

This is a deal that makes eminent sense 
for both BT and C&W. Plainly there are 
very substantial regulatory barriers, but 
-none of them are insurmountable in the 
of an agreed deal with ministerial backing. 
Mercury must be sold, or it wfli maVp a non- 
sense of a decade of attempts to increase 
competition in the UK domestic market. But 
there are bound to be willing buyers, in- 
cluding, probably, AT&T whose presence 
would step up, not undermine, competition. 
The chief obstacle is not in any case the reg- 
ulators, but the power vacuum at the top 
of C&W. The chairman is new to the job and 
the drief executive only a caretaker, 
leitfit 


understandably, nei 
r for 


er is inclined to 

such a fundamental de- 


responsibility 
dsion. '• 

BT” s Sir Iain Vallance is just desperate 
to do this deal At a stroke it gives BT the 
scale in interna tional markets it needs as well 
as filling an obvious hole in its international 
spread - the Far East. With luck, it should 
also revive BTs flagging share price by giv- 
ing tire company new impetus outside the 
UK’s regulatory yoke. ■ 


The terms talked of in the stock market 
yesterday - three BT shares and 60p in cash 
for eveiy C&W share - could easily be made 
to add up to 600p a share if the market lakes 
a shine to the deal That in turn would al- 
low C&W to agree the takeover with hon- 
our. 

Valdes leaves the 
British unimpressed 

I t was hard for British investors to know 
whether to laugh or erv yesterday at an at- 
tempt by Charles Valdes of Calpers, the 
$ 100 bn California pension fund, to ginger 
up British corporate governance. 

After the Cadbury and Greenbury reports, 
not to speak of the Hampel Committee, 
which is just starting its work, Mr Valdes 
seems to have descended from another 
planet. Or as one big institution preferred 
to put it, “Has this guy been in a submarine 
for three years?" 

Nobody would pretend that corporate gov- 
ernance in the UK is anywhere near perfect 
Governance fatigue, as the CBI puts it has 
more to do with the amount of verbiage ex- 
pended on it in the last five years than with 
actual results. 

In that respect at least Britain must now 
be the most active exponent of corporate gov- 
ernance in the world. 

Mr Valdes is head of investment at 
Calpers, a celebrated pioneer of the use of 


shareholder pressure against underper- 
forming companies, and publisher of a 
blacklist of those at the bottom of the class. 

Mr Valdes said stock prices of companies 
targeted by Calpers trailed the index by 75 
per cent in the previous five years, and out- 
performed in the subsequent five years by 
54 per cent, an annual return of S15Gm for 
the effort. 

Calpers has more money abroad - $20bn 
by the end of next year - than any other US 
pension fund, mainly in Japan, the UK. 
France and Germany. So it is extending its 
corporate governance policies overseas, and 
that includes us. 

After careful study Mr Valdes has thank- 
fully come to die conclusion that policy 
should be tailored separately to the customs 
of each of these markets. But it is hard to 
believe that Mr Valdes is yet in touch with 
what is happening in the UK. 

He wants UK institutions to set up a cor- 
porate governance body to improve under- 
performing companies. This is is unlikely to 
impress the investment committees of the Na- 
tional Association of Pension Funds and the 
Association of British Insurers, which be- 
tween them cover half of UK equities. They 
have been in the thick of Cadbuiy and Green- 
bury for five years. 

Mr Valdes’ specially tailored proposal for 
the UK is that a set of corporate governance 
principles should be developed here, in- 
cluding “a statement that ail UK corpora- 
tions should adhere to the Cadbuiy and 


j Greenbury code of best practices." Since the 
[ Stock Exchange yellow book already incor- 
J porate chunks of both, this sounded quaint- 
| ly out of touch to his listeners at a London 
j conference. 

j UK institutions have a deep dislike of pub- 
! tic action against companies, so it is often 
j hard io tell whether then role is all they crack 
I it up to be. But substantial numbers have 
for years done behind the scenes exactly what 
Calpers does so very publicly. 

The UK can certainly improve its meth- 
ods in this area, but it is not clear from yes- 
terdays contribution that Calpers' advice is 
what it needs. 

i A lot of splashing at 
United Utilities 

S ince when did the announcement of 
2300 job losses become an occasion for 
cheer-leading self-congratulation? Since 
North West Water took over its contiguous 
electricity distribution company. Norweb. 
seems to be the answer. 

Yes - proclaims Sir Desmond Pitcher, 
chairman of the merged company, now 
grandly renamed United Utilities - the 
scope for job losses and cost cuts is even 
greater than we had anticipated. Another 
1,700 jobs are to go on top of the 800 already 
planned. 

Needless to say, the glee with which Sir 
Desmond delivered this message was not 


aimed at United’s hapless workforce, but at 
the City, where there is still some scepticism 
about the supposed benefits of this merger. 
All you sceptics are going to be proved 
wrong, was nis breathless message. By the 
turn of the century, eanungs enhancement 
will be a whopping'£140m per annum, 40 per 
cent higher than foreseen when the acqui- 
sition of Norweb was being planned. And as 
a consequents, we can now commit to 11 per 
cent real dividend growth. Sir Desmond says. 
On the face of it. impressive stuff. But let’s 
have a look at the figures again. Once the 
tax and interest charge benefit is stripped 
out of the £140m, operating savings are only 
£95m. Furthermore, the takeover involved 
huge amounts of new equip so earnings per 
share enhancement is at 6cst only 12 per 
cent, a bonus the regulator will almost cer- 
tainly gobble up at the time of the next price 
review, if not before. You have to wonder 
whether it’s all worth the management ef- 

*°ln Sir Desmond's mind there's no doubt 
about it. If the City lets him, there will be 
another utility acquisition before too long. 
There is one heartening aspect to all this 
empire-building, however - a strategic 
backdown from non-core businesses. Out 
goes retailing, contracting, process equip- 
ment and generation. Instead, the compa- 
ny is to focus entirely on being a utility 
service provider. An even narrower focus, 
on water, might ultimately have served share- 
holders better. 


Jacques Vert 
chief resigns 
as group 
dives into red 




i » 


NIGEL COPE 

Jacques Veit, the troubled up- 
market women's wear group, 
announced the departure of its 
chief executive yesterday 
alongside its second profits 
warning of the year and the 
withdrawal of the dividend 
payment. 

The retailer and wholesaler, 
which specialises in “occa- 
sionwear" for weddings and 
41 parties, said it would make “a 
substantial loss’* in its current 
year instead of the break-even 
City analysts were expecting. 
The shares, trading at more 
than 200p six months ago, lost 
38 per cent of their value yes- 
terday to close at 77p. 

David Hedeman, chief ex- 
ecutive. is leaving the company 
after only a year in the job. 

He was on a two-year con- 
tract and is thought to be in line 
for compensation of up to 
£ 220 . 000 . 

Though most of Es share op- 
tions are worthless due to the 
collapse in the company's share 
price, he does have 55,000 op- 
tions granted at 44p. 

He wfll be replaced by Bill 
Reid who is to become execu- 
tive chairman. Brian Heilbron, 
cotmneftaal dhectoir, wfll move 
up to chidf opiating officer. 

The company [blamed the 
warning on a string of prob- 
lems. many of which have been 
dogging the group for the past 
vear. The hot summer last year 
affected sales of the group’s 
more formal clothing. 

It has also experienced pro- 
duction difficulties at its factory 
in the North-east and blamed 


tough trading on the high street 
and supplier deliveiy prob- 
lems. 

Since January the late de- 
livery of cloth and other raw 
materials has delayed the pro- 
duction of garments which 
meant customer orders could 
not be satisfied. 

A new computer system, 
due to have been fully in- 
stalled by December has been 
digged by teething problems, 
affecting distribution and ser- 
vice to wholesale customers. 

Jacques Vert has been un- 
able to deliver complete prod- . 
uct ranees to customers either 
through its own stores or the 
concessions it operates in de- 
partment stores. 

The company said like-for- 
like sales were lower than last 
year which would mean a sub- 
stantial loss for the year end- 
ing 27 ApriL 

The company has decided 
not to pay a final dividend and 
to withdraw the previously an- 
nounced interim payout of 
2J25p per shares. 

It is also in discussions with 
its bankers about extending its 
facilities which only run until 
September- Though it is with- 
in its borrowing limits, bank 
debts have risen above previ- 
ouslyforecast levels. 

Tne company is now plan- 
ning to cut costs and borrow- 
ings. “Unprofitable retail units 
. wifl.be reviewed and closed if 
necessary where h is not an- 
ticipated that a satisfactory 
■ performance can be restored." 
the company said. 

Jacques Vert was founded by 
Jack Cynamon and Alan 
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Change of style: David Tiedeman (left), chief executive, is to leave Jacques Vert 
after only a year In office. Alan Green (right), a co-founder of the company, stepped 
back from the day-to-day running of Jacques Vert a year ago 


Green. Both have stepped back 
from the day-to-day running of 
the company in the last two 
;yeais and the handover has not 
proved a happy one. 


Only six months ago the 
shares stood at 201p and the 
City was looking to re-rate the 
company as more of a retailer 
than a rag trade fashion group. 


Last November it an- 
nounced plans to open 50 con- 
cessions within House of 
Fraser's department stores to 
boost sales. 


Buoyant RJB plans £100m buy-back 



Black gold: Richard Budge 
will repay loans by April 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent . 

RJB Mining, the company that 
bought almost the entire Eng- 
lish. coalfields from the Gov- 
ernment, said yesterday it would 
seek permission for a £lG0m 
share buy-back and added that 
it would repay the remainder of 
its acquisition debt by the end 
of April. 

However, the company also 
warned that its new Asfordby 
colliery was still plagued by 
geological problems and that its 
future was in doubt 

RJB said operating condi- 
tions there, were “extremely 
difficult" and that its viability 
would be assessed within the 
next six to nine months. 


The uncertainty over the pit 
was the one black spot in a per- 
formance that impressed the 
City. Richard Budge, founder 
and chief executive, said RJB 
would ask shareholders for au- 
thority to buy back and cancel 
up to 10 per cent of the shares. 

“Strong cash generation will 
enable the group to repay the 
remainder of the bank acquisi- 
tion debt by the end of April 
1996 and, therefore, we have 
teen able to deliver greater 
value to shareholders than pro- 
jected at the time of the Eng- 
lish Coal acquisition," he said. 

Mr Budge was speaking as 
RJB announced a jump in 1995 
pre-tax profits to £173m from 
£1 6m the previous year, re- 
flecting the full benefit of ac- 


quiring the former British Coal 
mines. Earnings per share 
soared by 157 percent to <S7.7p 
and the dividend in the year in- 
creased by 28 per cent to 16p. 

Gordon McPhie, finance di- 
rector, said on-going strong 
cash generation and a high 
level of dividend cover would 
allow substantial increases in 
dividend in the next three years. 

"Our dividend cover is still 
high at 4.2 times compared to 
an average of around two times. 
Our intention is to progressively 
increase the dividend so that 
around two limes’ cover is 
achieved by 1998 or 1999. There 
is plenty to come." 

RJB repaid £313ro of debt 
during the year, leaving £S5m 
outstanding and net gearing of 


49 per cent. The company in- 
vested £55m in plant and equip- 
ment over the 12 months in 
addition to £3 00m on mining 
development. RJB also an- 
nounced a payment of £500 in 
shares to each of its employees 
through the company's Share- 
save 'Bust. 

One City analyst said: "The 
company has done extremely 
well, outstripping forecasts in 
the December 1994 prospectus, 
but the big question is still 
what happens in 1998 when its 
contracts with the generators 
mature." RJB’s main customers 
are National Power and Pow- 
erGen. Their contracts with 
British Coal passed to the com- 
pany along with the coalfields 
and are due to expire in 1998. 


Coventry ready to cut mortgage rates 


CLIFFORD GERMAN 


y Building Society 
wadded to the pressure 
plied by mutual sod- 
those converting to 
IUS- 

wiety pledged to cut 
e rates, reward loyal 
n borrowers, and raise 
rates to savers. 

d £2Qm a year wdl be 
rk bv Coventry to i® 

i, including both bor- 


rowers and savers, roughly half 
jjs annual profits. It believes that 
rival institutions which need to 
pay dividends to shareholders 
will not be able to match its 
move. . 

Coventry’s basic variable 
mortgage rate will be reduced 
from 7.49 per cent to 7.25 per 
cent to all borrowers from next 
Monday. The new rate com- 
pares with Abbey National’s 
current 7.29 per cent, and is the 
same as the current rate 


charged by Halifax, hut slight- 
ly higher than the 6.99 per 
cent now charged by the most 
aggressive mutual building so- 
cieties including the Yorkshire. 

Existing customers who have 
had the same mortgage with the 
Coventry for the past five years 
or more will enjoy an even 
deeper cut, reducing the cost of 
their mortgage to 6.49 per cent 
effective from 1 May. 

This will save a borrower with 
3 £40,000 endowment mortgage 


around £30 a month ou the cur- 
rent rate, chief executive 
Martin Ritchlcy, said yesterday. 
By the end of this year, roughly 
half the society's 100,000 bor- 
rowers will benefit from the 
“Privilege Rate." 

New borrowers will be of- 
fered a 10 day cooling off pe- 
riod after the issue of a 
mortgage advance, to allow 
borrowers to change their 
minds if they are not satisfied 
with the product they have 


chosen, with a full refund of any 
charges or fees. The society’s 
575,000 investors will also ben- 
efit from increases of up to 05 
per eent on all variable rate sav- 
ings accounts, instead of the 
rate reduction they might have 


expected following the last cut 

infra: 

rill p: . 

per cent net on a £3,000 Tessa 


in base rates. 

The Coventry's will pay 6.9 


account, compared with 6_5 
per cent at Halifax and 6 per 
cent at Abbev National. 


National Express close 
to Gatwick rail victory 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

National Express, the coach 
company, is close to victory in 
the controversial battle to take 
over the Gatwick Express rail 
franchise after the company 
was yesterday confirmed as the 
preferred bidder. 

The Office of Passenger Rail 
Franchising named National 
Express ahead of rival bids 
from Richard Branson’s Virgin 
and a management buyout 
team that had joined forces with 
British Airways. 

National Express was also 
chosen yesterday as Opraf's 
first choice to buy the Midland 
Main Line rail franchise. Roger 
Salmon, the rail franchising di- 
rector. said both bids raised 
competition issues and he has 
passed on details to the Office 
of Fair Trading to investigate. 

Gatwick Express operates a 
non-stop service between Lon- 
don’s Victoria station and 


Gatwick airport. Midland Main 
Line operates Inter-City pas- 
senger services, principally 
between the East Midlands, 
South Yorkshire and London's 
St Pancras. 

Bidding for Gatwick Express 
has teen dogged by concern in 
the City about leaks, and doubts 
over whether a single company 
should also be awarded the 
Midland Main Line franchise. 

The OFT is expected to be 
more concerned with Midland 
Main Line, as National Ex- 
press runs coach services to des- 
tinations served on the rail 
route. The OFT did not hold an 
inquiry into the purchase by bus 
company Stagecoach of South 
West Trains because there was 
little overlap. 

National Express said it was 
confident that ownership of 
the franchises would not go 
against the public interest. The 
company said: "The main com- 
petitor to rail services is the pri- 


vate car, not National Express 
coach services. The overlap be- 
tween the maricets served by NE 
coach services and these train 
sevices is very small." 

The company's shares rose 16p 
to 502p as analysts said Nation- 
al Express should do well from 
the diversification into rail. 

Brian Wilson, the Labour 
Party’s transport spokesman, 
said; “The inevitable outcome 
of handing train services over to 
bus companies is that they will 
substitute buses for trains when- 
ever they find it advantageous 
to do so. without regard to 
passenger choice." 

“Both Gatwick Express and 
Midland Main Line have en- 
joyed substantia] public invest- 
ment and are guaranteed 
money-makers. We are now 
seeing the country being carved 
up into local transport monop- 
olies without regard for the 
public interest." 

Industry View page 27 


US fund 
wins few 
backers 
in City 


JOHN EfSEN HAMMER 

Financial Editor 

A wave of cynicism yesterday 
greeted calls by the largest pub- 
lic pension fund in the US for 
more aggressive shareholder 
activism in Britain. 

Calpers, the Californian pen- 
sion fond that controls nearly 
SlOObn of pension funds, said 
it wanted to bring its assertive 
style to underperforming man- 
agement in Britain. 

But the suggestions were de- 
scribed as "extraordinary 
propositions” by leading UK 
fond managers. 

The California Public Em- 
ployees Retirement Fund, 
which has earmarked about 
£2bn for the UK and European 
markets, has made a name for 
itself in the US with its high-pro- 
file exposure of underperfor- 
ming management. 

Speaking” yesterday in Lon- 
don. Charles" Valdes, chairman 
of Calpers' investment com- 
mittee. said the time was right 
for it to become engaged in 
countries such as the UK. 

He spoke of the so-called 
Calpers effect- whereby publicity 
about poor management, in- 
cluding a blacklist of companies, 
bad led to a marked turnaround 
in performance. 

Having decided to allocate 
some 20 per cent of Calpers' 
SlOObn f£66bn) portfolio to 
overseas investment, including 
a significant proportion in the 
UK market, Mr Valdes said the 
group wanted to become more 
engaged in corporate gover- 
nance in these countries. 

But leading British fond man- 
agers expressed doubts about 
what his proposals meant in 
practice. 

"The UK probably has one of 
the best developed processes of 


In Brief 


• Thorn EMI is to put off its demerger by three weeks follow- 
ing its failure to win clearance from regulators on the riming of 
its first quarter results in 1996/7. the company said yesterday. The 
date is now set as 19 August, to allow the company time to in- 
form shareholders of the results and to proceed with the intro- 
duction of new share incentive schemes for management The 
company also said the total cost of the demerger would be £75m 
rather than £100m as originally estimated and that formal clear- 
ances had been received from LTC tax authorities regarding the 
proposed demerger. VS clearances have been delayed. 

• Gehe of Germany’s £650m all-cash bid for Lloyds Chemists 
was yesterday referred to the Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
by the President of the Board of Trade. Ian Lang. The reference 
was expected in the wake of last week’s decision by the Euro- 
pean Commission to pass the case back to the UK authorities. 
The MMC Is already looking at the rival bid from UniCbera. 

• Sales at William Morrison, the Yorkshire-based supermarket 
group, passed £2bn for the first time last year although the com- 
pany warned that margins were becoming tighter. New openings 
pushed group turnover IS per cent higher to £2.1bn. Pre-tax prof- 
its were 10 per cent ahead at £127mT 


corporate governance in the 
world. It is hard to understand 
exactly what Calpers can bring 
to this party apart from head- 
line-grabbing." a top invest- 
ment manager said. 

Mr Valdes said: “Our motto 
will be to work co-operatively 
and to work collate rativcly, 
not confrontationally ... the 
first element is the development 
of corporate governance prin- 
ciples for each market." 


\ v ' , COMPANY RESULTS « 

Turnover £ Pre-tax £ EPS Dividend 

Wflllan BatnMF) 671m (SMm) 1£L3m 125.1m) 5Ap (H.Bp) 9J5pP35p) 

Blue Clrde (F) 1.771m (1.78M) 2*7ml1B1m) 2l.1ppl.lpl 12.5p {11.75p) 

Booker (F) 4 23m B2.8rit69.8ro) 22^pplJp) 23 Ip P2.4p) 

Qrasebrtn 32.6m (94 3m) 600m [101 mj 5.9p(11flp> 6.6p[6 6p) 

JobnsbM Group ff) 13Bm 1123m) 66m (5.4m) 38.72o pITp) 11p(l0pi 

Win Morrison |F) Zl0tm[l78tjn) 127m [116m) 10.67p|9Sip) 1 4p|12p) 

Ned [F) 77*n(653m) 142m H 07m) 2B.2pE1.8p) H.75p(9p) 

Ouaeos MflBi Houses (F) JS2m(427m) iZ 4m (-65 Dm) 13.5pt-l21.lp) nt |ni) 
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PREMIUM BOND 

CHECKLINE 

There is £12 million worth of 
Premium Bond prize money 
waiting to be claimed, hundreds 
of thousands of unpaid 
numbers exist. Do you hold a 
winning bond? Dig out your old 
bonds and find out by calling: 

0891 111 924 

Calls cost 39p per mm. cheap rate. 49o per min at att other times. 

A Product ot TIM Ltd. 4 Selsdon Way. London El 4 9GL 
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FT-SE 100 

3672.6 +0.2 
FT-SE 250 
4309.4 +3.7 
FT-SE 350 

1851.6 40.5 

SEAQ VOLUME 
lbn shares, 
46,611 bargains 
Gilts Index 
91.84 -0.54 
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Last-minute rescue for struggling bio-babe Proteus 


FMAMJJASOHDJF 


Proteus, the computerised 
drugs grauo. seems to have 
won its battle for survival - in 
the nick of time. 

The group has made no 
secret of its desperate- desire for 
cash and was thought to be 
down to its last few pennies. 

Us saviour is Kevin Leech, 
the multi-millionaire Channel 
Islander who controls ML Lab- 
oratories. the drugs group 
thought to be on the verge of 
a deal with Glaxo Wellcome. 

Through his private com- 
pany. Milner Laboratories, 
Mr. Leech is buying up to 
29,9 per cent of Proteus, in- 
cluding a £l.5rn rights issue 
subscription. 

The deal should provide 
Proteus with the resources to 
continue its work and will pos- 
sibly give the group a much 
needed cash flow, through a 
licensing deal. 

Proteus is one of the bio- 
babes which has failed to per- 
form and could be regarded as 


a warning to the investment 
herds chasing the junior drug 
shares. Four years ago the 
shares were riding high at 496p 
but since then they nave wilt- 
ed as the group’s difficulties be- 
came increasingly apparent. 

On the ML deal its shares 
rose 7p to 72p: ML slipped 6p 
to 43 Ip. 

The big stock market story 
involved Cable and Wireless 
and BT; a deal between the two 
telecom giants was confidently 
expected and after trading 
Cable duly confirmed "ex- 
ploratory discussions” were 
again under way. 

For much of the session the 
market was on tenterhooks. 

speculating about the rumoured 
deal. There was talk of Cable 
and BT talking to US investors 
and discreet meetings to per- 
suade the Whitehall powers to 
sanction what would be Britain's 
biggest-ever corporate liaison, 
possibly worth as much as 
£35bn. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


The BT/Cable story has, in 
varying degrees, been "sloshing 
around the system for the past 
few days. Ai one time it seemed 
the deal was off. But BTs in- 
creasingly strained relation- 
ship with its industry regulator 
and Cable's management vac- 
uum have encouraged the two 
to resume talks. 

Cable shares shot ahead 
34p to 51L5p- a peak. Seaq put 
volume ar more than 10 million 
shares. They should make fur- 
ther headway today. BT gained 
14.5p to 34S.5p. 

Because of Cable's ram- 
shackle overseas investments, 
including control of the pow- 
erful Hongkong Telecom, 
there is a firm belief that any 


deal will be undertaken 
through a reverse takeover - 
Cable bidding for BT. Ru- 
mours suggested the terms 
would value Cable at ap- 
proaching 590p. 

Orange ignored the tele- 
com buzz, ending 7p lower at 
2503p. 

The BT/Cable excitement 
helped the FT-SE 100 shares 
index to end the day with a 
phis, albeit a modest 0.2 points 
to 3,672.6. At one time it was 
down 22.4 on disappointment 
that German interest rates 
were unchanged. 

Utilities were mixed fol- 
lowing the United Utilities 
shake out. UU gained 14p to 
6Up; Hyder. another com- 


bined electricity and water 
group, rose 18p to 752p. 

Ladbroke, the betting and 
hotels group, continued to at- 
tract speculative attention. It 
has been in the firing line for 
four months and despite the 
lack of action a surprisingly 
large number of market play- 
ers remain convinced a deal is 
in the offing. 

Bass, the brewing and hotel 
group, remains the favourite to 
Strike, although the US Hilton 
Hotel Corporation and British 
brewing groups Scottish &. 
Newcastle and Whitbread are 
regarded as possible predatory 
candidates. 

The shares cantered ahead 
3.5p (after 6p) to 192~5p in 
brisk trading. Observers believe 
Ladbroke is currently under ex- 
amination and so long as any 
investigation does not pro- 
duce a negative conclusion 
the predator wiD show its hand 
in the next few weeks. 

Stakis. the casino and hotel 


group, was also thrust into the 
bids frame. Scottish, which 
has trading lines with Stakis 
and was once a significant 
shareholder, was said to be on 
the prowl. . 

The theory is that Scottish 
has become much more con- 
. scious about the attraction of 



Grand Metropolitan. Stakis 


1 2p to 104p, a 12-month 
^ , in busy trading. 

JKX Oil & Gas was one of 
a number of companies oper- 
ating in the former Soviet 
Union re move ahead as a lead- 
ing securities house, thought to 
be- Salomon Brothers, made 
positive noises about 
prospects. The shares rose 13p 
to 156p. Bnla Resources edged 
forward 0-5p to 3J25p. 

But Pan Andean, the high 
flyer seeking ofl in Bolivia, had 
a subdued session , falling lip 
to 70p. 


TAKING STOCK- 


Q Biotrace International is 
the latest bio babe to attract 
a boy recommendation from 
Dr Erfing Refsnm, file drugs 

analyst at Tamakii, the 

Japanese group, who has 
achieved a reputation as a 
shrewd pharmaceutical 
follower. He sees the 

company edging into profits 
next year and is impressed 
with the new management 
and the beneficial changes 
which have followed. The 
shares held at 61p. 

□ Vanx, the brewer and 

hotelier, has. abandoned its 
bid to become a nursing 
home power; It has hong 
a “for sale” sign over its 
35 St Andrews care homes 
and win use the resultant 
cash to develop its pubs and 
hotels. Some believe the 
group is a takeover target 
with its hotels the prime 
attraction. The shares 
held at 272p. 
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Win a Health Spa break 

Hoar Cross Hall, the 
premier Health Spa resort 
in a Stately Home, are 
offering Independent 
readers the chance to 
win a £1200 break at this 
Grade II listed building, 
ideally situated near l- jOAP CPO&SnAkk 
Lichfield, Staffordshire. i* r.rm*n h« 5 * p«« m * soew. 

Our winner and their For information on Hoar Cross 
partner will enjoy six Hall Tel: 01283 575 671 
nights in a superior To win this refreshing 
bedroom with all meals break call the number 
included plus full use of below and answer two 
the health hydro facilities simple questions. 
and a total of 14 
complimentary treatments. 
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Share Price Data 

Pricre8reh3t0r*^«CBptwti0re stated T?»ylaW b tajwa7te<flvW«*JJJ«»Mio By 

2Q per cert, aa a paTamtageolttiB share prtc& The ftece/e afnlny(P/ graHo Is the snare 

prfce (Mdftl b* last ysart earrings par share e*dutfc>a awepdonaJ 
Other deials: jffExnj^tsxEx-dvWereJxaExa# u UrtaadSeortlesMwfcets Suspended 
pp PaWPaW pm « Paid Share* Soasa: Rnstat 


Hie Independent Index 

7he Max alows you 10 access real-Brne share prices by frfione ftum Seaq. Sin^jlydal 

D891 12333S.fc6o*»odtTy tee 4-<Sgli coda prtntsd next to shws: TO access the lolwt 

ftwrdal rapcrtB tSol 069J 1233 fcftwed by one of ttw two-cJo# codes beta**. 

FP5E 100- BaaWme ■ 

UK Stock Mart®! Report 
UK Company News 
foreign Exchange 

Anyone wttti a tonMfal tslephcne can •» INs sendee. For a datafed deecrfptton ctf The 
Independent Index, mctodlng Its portfoBo taeffty, phone 0891 123 333 
Fcr assistance, trail exx hBipiSna 0171 873 4375 p30am - 630pmV 
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Market leaders: Top 20 volumes 
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Rail privatisation set to put 20,000 jobs on the line 


'T'he Ravi. Maritime and. 

X Transport UnioD believes . 

20,000 to 30.000 jobs are at risk . 
as a result of railway privatisa- 
tion. Privately, many investors , 
in die 42 rail businesses that 
have already been, sold off 
• would probably agree. . . 

It is hard to think of a better 
reason, from a purety invest- 
ment perspective to pot money 
into the ihuRrack flotation in 
May or into one of the many 
sales of BR sobridtaries tbat are 
underway. 

A crude rule of thumb in the . 
CSty is that whatever the job cuts 
achieved in an industry while it 
is m the public sector, there is 
usually at least another 30 per 
cent of efficiency gains to be 
found once theprivafeation has 
taken place, and much of that 
is likery fb be achieved by a 
reduction in headcount. 

Apply that percentage to the 
railways, and the numbers put 
forward by the RMT look per- 
fectly reasonable. In the longer 
term, they might even prove on 
the low side. 

It is a -curious fact, however, 
that railway jobs are hardly 
ever discussed in public by min- 
isters, government advisers or 
the owners of newly-privatised 
rail companies. It is like a 
phoney war, with the real cam- 
paign unlikely to begin untD the 
main privatisations are through. 

The signalmen’s strike io 
1994 underlined how much 
damage could be done to the in- 
dustry by a dispute between a 
national union and a centralised 
management 

There is little benefit for the 
Government in r eminding in- 
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vestors of this fact of life by 
boasting publicly about the 
potential lor job saving and 
stirring up the anger of the 
unions. Indeed, until recently 
ministers have been cfahnmg im. 
convincingly that the sell-off 
could create additional jobs. 

Government advisers say th^ t 
nobody in Whitehall has even 
attempted to calculate the pos- 
sible impact of privatisation on 
jobs right across the railways, 
and now the railways are so frag- 
mented the exercise may never 
be possible agai n 


perfectly possible to weed out 
10 to 15 per cent of the 1 1,000 
headcount over the next couple 
of years. 

As the only truly national or- 
ganisation lent in the rail system. 
Rail Track remains the most vul- 
nerable to strike action because 
if it is brought to a halt so is the 
entire railway network. 

For Labour, the reality is that 
this would make renationalisa- 
tion into a poisoned chalice be- 
cause in government h would be 
on one side of the table in any 
dispute. The signalmen’s strike 


Railtrack is most vulnerable to 
strike action: if it is brought to a 
halt so is the whole railway system 


Labour, too, has less to gain 
than appears at at first right 
from malting the potential tor 
job losses a central part of its 
aDfi -privatisation campaign. 
Digging in its heels against jot 
cuts and efficiency gams would 
make New Labour sound just 
like the old. 

The organisation that prob- 
ably has the least potential for 
immediate large job cuts is 
probably Rafltrack, though one 
insider claims it should stOl be 


got rid of some old Spanish cus- 
toms in Railtrack and tidied up 
a mass of union agreements, 
some dating back to 1919. But 
Bob Horton, Rad track’s chair- 
man, has good reason to tread 
softly when seeking further 
staff’reductions. 

Apart from the risk of strikes, 
there is the question of safety, 
which has been a highly sensi- 
tive issue since the CJapbam dis- 
aster in 19S8. According to 
British Rail that was partly re- 


sponsible for a rethink of the 
rate of contraction and a mod- 
est increase in rail jobs up to 
1993 (see chan.) 

The biggest potential for job 
reductions is to be found else- 
where in the system. Railtrack 

(OOk the absolute minimum of 

staff out of the old British RaH. 
leaving all its service functions 
to be privatised separately- The 
intention was to make industrial 
relations easier to handle by 
splitting the behemoth of 
British Rail into many smaller 
and more manageable parts. 

When Rail track was sepa- 
rated from BR, Mr Horton left 
40,000 people in BR operations 
such as maintenance and track 
renewal which are essential ro 
the company’s functioning. 

The result is that all the 
really big economies are to be 
found in the bits that Railtrack 
left behind, and especially the 
British Raul Infrastructure Ser- 
vices Companies, which at the 
end of the last financial vear bad 

22,000 staff. 

These are the companies 
that employ the maintenance 
and construction workers who 
keep the track, bridges, tunnels 
and signalling in order. 

Not only have the BR busi- 
nesses been splintered by 
dozens of management buyouts 
and takeovers by construction 
firms, but smaller sub-contrac- 
tors are splitting it still further. 
The RMT cites cases of track 
and signalling employees takin g 
redundancy from British Rail on 
a Friday and coming back as 
sub-contractors the following 
Monday. 

The balance of industrial re- 



Railway jobs: The long decline 


25000 


Jobs 


1980 81- 82 . 83 84 85 

The sell-off so far 

Rotting stock (easing companies 
Train franchises ” 

Red Star 

Ra*f Express Systems 
Freights ner 

Track maintenance & renewal 
Design & specialist engineering 
Heavy maintenance depots •• 
BR Telecoms 
Centra) Services 
Railtrack 


87 .-88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 

All 3 sold £L8bn 
2 sold, 23 to go 
Sold 

' • SOW 

Final bids in 

6.sold, rest in negotiation 
7 sold 
All 6 sold 
Sold 

All 12 sold 
Floats May £l_8bn 


Nations power has shifted firmly 
towards employers. 

Although track renewal work 
will receive a boost from a 
stepped-up investment pro- 
gramme. including the West 
Coast main line and the 
ThamesUnk 2,000 project, 
staffing in the Bris companies 
as a whole looks set to decline 
sharply over the next few years. 

The same pattern is expected 


in many other former BR sub- 
sidiaries. It has already been 
seen ar the former British Rail 
Engineering works, which were 
taken over by ABB with £.500 
employees, and are now down 
to 5.000. 

Insiders claim that there is 
even bigger potential for job 
cuts among the Train operating 
companies, which employ 
47.000 people, including most 


of the drivers. They, too, have 
been fragmented, into 25 sep- 
arate companies. 

Stagecoach. the bus 
company that runs South West 
Trains - one of the first two 
train operating franchises Jet - 
has so far told the RMT of 125 
job losses and is expected to 
announce several hundred 
more among the rail operator’s 

4,000 staff. There is no sign yet 


that Stagecoach is about to 
confront the powerful drivers’ 
unions, where the scope for im- 
proving working practices is 
said to be just as great as it was 
with British Airways pilots a 
decade ago. 

But job cuts are as central to 
the economics of the railway pri- 
vatisation as they were with elec- 
tricity and water, and the 
process has hardly begun. 
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Chamorin has 
heart to stir 
Paris romance 


DAVE H ADR ELD 

The Sheffield Eagles will adopt 
an uncharacteristic role at the 
Churicty Stadium in Paris tonight 
when they try to stamp on Super 
League's most fragile bloom. 

The Eagles are the best - 
some would say only - e sam- 
ple of successful expansion of 

rugby league's boundaries in 

Britain. Now they present a 
daunting barricade in the way 
of the Paris Sr-Germain club's 
hopes of establishing them- 
selves. “1 wish them well." 
Sheffield's founding father. 
Gary Hctherington. said. “Al- 
though we want to beat them, 
it is very important that they are 
seen to be competitive." 

Having examined the avail- 
able evidence, he believes that 
they will be. “They wOl be much 
harder to beat at home than 
people are expecting." Paris 
are led by one player Hether- 
ington would have loved to put 
iifa Sheffield shin tonight, but 
Pierre Chamorin opted to stay 
in France rather than join his 
friend and fellow-countryman. 
Jean-Marc Garcia, in south 
Yorkshire. 

“Chamorin is a class centre. 
He just glides over the ground," 
Hetfteringfon said. He also 
knows and respects the ability 
of two other Frenchmen who 
have passed through the Don 
Valley. Laurent Lucefaese and 
Frederic Banquet as well as 
Patrick Entat. the national 
side's serum-half and captain, 
who played for Hull and Leeds. 

The Paris chief executive. 
Tas Baitieri. who has watched 
the players blend into a team 
over the past few weeks, is an- 
other who believes chat they wiH 
exceed all expectations. “There 
is tremendous pride in this 
squad." he said. "Other teams 


This weekend 

TODAY 

BOWLS; Mixed Fours finals ftixtii. Oay stairs, 
in nound-robm format. at 9-3Ciam ant i from 
10 JOqri tortwcmi. **nner, of ea* gnjup 

ccrrtest O; qu**Mtrub at 530pm. Sundays 
pnujjarmtie: 10am, final 2ont Spec- 

taong is free. Yon. and Dis; IBC. 302 Thanet 
Dnrgttmjses, Tcrt. iTeff 01904 704190). 
TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL: FA Carting PrerroeiWip. Endsiegn 
league ana Bell's Scmst: League. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Stones Super League. Hal 
rtafcv Loncor. Broncos fS-30>: OkHurn v Wigan 

10.01 fat Bourdon/ Part. CMAam). First and 
Second Divisions. 

RUGBY UNION: Courage Cl u Os' Cftampi- 
OTifTip. Heanewn Wean League, insurance Ca- 
pouraun League. Tennants 1556 Cup fiftn 
round. VWlis Conor. Trap";,-; Army v Royal Navy 

13.01 rat Twizlenham. 

RACING (Hat meetings in capitals): BEV- 
ERLEY: Quo £12: Junior Cwo (16 ro 21-year 
Ofcjsi £& TfKMrsalis £8. Surer Ring £3. Course 
Enclosure £2: Picnic area £2 or £2 per car. 
plus £2 per occupant- '2.0i. WOLVER- 
HAMPTON (AW): Entrance £6. additjonaf *10 
tor entrance to fennj Pestauranc addition- 
al £15.90 tor meal. (7.0). Atatnm: County 
Aintree Roof £65: Queen Mower stand Roof 
or reserved seat £60; County Sand Roof or 
reserved sea; £55; Greninret Scan! £45: Coun- 
r, Lamn £29; Tatwreaiis £16 tCffuc £4>: 
Steetfecrtise Enettwre Cf lOtfld £2). Car panc 
Coumy reserved £25: Central £12: Steeple 
{cfwse'£5. il.35'. Heireffonfc Dub £12: Tat- 
tervills £9. courso enclosure £5. (L20l. 

| CANOEMG: Brul'AquatCKVc CPympr Sa»m Tn- 
i ais (GranctuBy* A wi: tre a nervous time m 
l Scotland ws .-.eevend as were is is no au- 
tomatic wtocucn to tt>? anosh team. Soec- 
l taring is free Picgramme. twitcfixw: GBsitoad 
I practice i9.3l-19.45ami. 1996 Scorasn 
squad fire; rjr • 11.01- LL30ami: GB first run 
| 'll.31ani-l2.A5pm); Scoru-Pi second run 
rl.21-29nu: ija second run 2.01-3. lSomi. 

. Sur-iav: '36 fi'st ran i?.3l- lO.JSami: sec- 
ond -ur. '1X3 lam- 12.4 Semi. River Tav at 
Granctufly. Inv n<'&i notVm3a of A berflway. 

! Tayside. on £327. 

' GYMNASTICS: Bnusn Scores Arrottarcs Fmal 
: -f.liiwr. v*. me*>. Soots JcnAancs 'S one of 

■ tne rocs sucoeestji omsw* «on Bnnsn ©tt>. 
nasxs and ijm is Tre Sr* Ami of ttre ruaonai 

I de.etatrten: plan, More trier. 2M oareoisano. 
J ma:e up d Pegrral scuad c» f latonaf B squad 
I rrfl-tioers and talented juniors, compete. 

' Ccrnwrucei r/JI emprise foot «Ort set to mu- 
iC. 10am :o~/jTOr. jr< 3.30pm on Sunoa,. 

I Daily Ld-niision- £a Muffs, £2 oiiloran. 
! Stxnta,- Lei. re '>-m. Pnnees way. ate-eft- 
I Jtf MatOr re, res. (Tel. 0 4908 377251). 
ICE HOCKEY: Bmrvt Cnamjwrvsn-o Play-offs 
I tVi’emwey J renai. Tomorrow soim-imals: 
'Sheffield m.wdersi v Humberside il,15i. 
> Dumam , -io7-r.£rram (6.0). Sunday Senior 
! final ii.l5i. .ers in top owners of Arena cmryt 
i lomp-to.. £1J adults. £9 children under- 12: 
! Sure** £2J. £13 S* oSfatnL il 9001234. 

| LAND YACHTING; Bntisn Cnamaionsl-iias 
. YorVi. r-e ‘ounti found van t» rteto on a os- 

■ used air*.eid near ro r- ana me concreterar- 

• -r.-j su*t«ce can oner, onng suc.u: nigr-. 
I soseds S4trr.g s ttom 1020 am 'ccww and 
! Sunday. Sjecstr^ free. Evngcn Aeroftvre 
i 'S 10 mires saijtfi-eai? of Tort on 81228. 

i RALLYING: Gname Cr.- Pa'iy (Acerdeen,. The 

• second round of ^ie Minte* riafionai Rally se- 

I nes sets off Irom. ;he Ew.ib>Mn and Cdnfer- 
; c-nce Cemre Aserceen at Sam trmomj.v. QWer 
i spectator 5-aam Garu, irwo stages-, min the 
i firs: cf"' a: 9.45im. .arid 2.3>s£im. nom A&6. 
[ -.sad to Gariy v. 'a|e and touc-rv vgosra Risque 
i Terciard ilXJlamr. off BS"jl5. fries 

| e-lies .-rer of Rjwnr: OrdieotiiW >l2.l4om): 
, norn-eaj; from A9€- on unciasdifi« ro«. wo 

■ mi<« nor - 1 of he'tn. finish i420pm. as san). 
: SNOOKER: Bmjsr Qoer, iPrymoutfu. Three 
1 Tatl*« rr. V.e first, round ■■■nil be played :■> 
I mrro.v flight fiomi 7pm. A;miss.orr £ j. Cm 

Sundav one autir » slaved from 

! lC«r-.. Admission. £2. HymouW Payi^rn. MM1- 
5 ary R.ja-1 'Tel. 01752 229922' 
'SUNDAY 

] FOOTBALL; FA Qjp semi-finals. Cr«(sea v r/arv 
1 rj-.35rarQiti-^fl 1X301 id! lira Paw. L-Jnwct 
. . O-t Trjttad i.Ot iet CM rraftMi. 


underesiimate us ai their peril" 

There are problems, howev- 
er, with injuries depriving Paris 
of three of their original selec- 
tions for their opening match: 
Bernard Lacombe. David De- 
spin and Frederic Teixido. On 
top of that, the tenuous pro- 
fessionalism of the game in 
France is underlined by the 
withdrawal of Pascal Jampy, be- 
cause he has not been able ro 
get time off from his employers. 
3 For part-time players based 
in the south, as all the current 
squad are, travel to Paris to pre- 
pare for matches is likely to be 
a recurring headache. “We 
would like to relocate everyone 
to Paris, but that would be very 
costly." Baitieri says. For the 
meantime. PSG will be the 
best-travelled team in Super 
League, taking as long to trek 
to Paris as most English clubs. 

Some members of the side 
have travelled a iong way al- 
ready. As well as three Aus- 
tralians and a New Zealander 
in tonight's line-up. they also 
have the former captain of the 
Polish rugby union team, Gre- 
gory Kacda, and the Moldovan, 
Mikhail Piscunov, on the wing 
in place of Lacombe. 

Piscunov has been timed as 
faster than Martin Offiah and 
has been a target for clubs in 
Australia and Britain, so his in- 
clusion should not weaken the 
side unduly. 

There will be some well- 
travelled supporters at tonight's 
game as well. Apart from more 
than 1.000 fans who are travel- 
ling from Sheffield, a ticket of- 
fer through a French TV 
channel has been taken up by 
more than 10.000 people, many 
of them from league's heartland 
in the south. Baitieri is confident 
of a crowd of 15.000 and says 
that the Charlety Stadium’s 
22,000 capacity could be 
reached. 


PICK OF THE DAY 

SATURDAY / Rawing 
Head of the River Race 
Mortlake to Putney 

The River Thames in London will 
be awash with rowers tomorrow 
when the Head of the River Race, 
the winter showpiece, gets under 
away. Starting at 1.15pm, the fust 
of 420 eights itom 242 British and 
European clubs sets out on the 
gruelling 41 / 2 -mfle championship 
course from Mortlake to Putney. 
Stephen Redgrave and Matthew 
Pinsertt the Olympic Gold medal- 
lists. will be in the Leander l eight 
which finished second last year 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Srones S-*** League: Brad- 
fart Bulls v CasOefcrt 16.0); Leeds * Wamnpon 
I3.0J; Viondr\gson Tom v Si Helens 13.0/. 
CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING: OoutPe (tee Ertg- 
iisn Open CrvampKxtsTvp iNooin&terni. Cocn- 
pemwi sens at &30am and enuares snoot 

50 pairs o! days from tour Oiiferenc layouts. 
Nottingham ano Disc GC >s nine miles norm 
of Nooingnan on ASIA, soutft ol junctor with 
A 6097. iTet: 0115 92734921. 

DRAGON BOAT RACING: Cotononon Drag- 
ons Don Races iWmdson. The Heoc and Tads 
wffl hew from lOJOam.’iwm crews racmg from 
Windsor Bn.ige to Boveney u«rt ano hack. Af- 
rcr umch. me highly-decorated Loac •»( con- 
250rn and 5COm /aces. Railway Simons 
are ax iv.ndsor Central (London PaaSngion! 
and Windsor Riverside (London Warertooi. 
EQUESTRIANISM: Dynes VW Ho>» Trrals (HaF 
sieadj. The leading ndei*. mclurtng William 
Fcu-Prn and Mary King, will oe compering as 
panel thee preparation tor Badminton. Dres- 
sage starts at 8am. show Jummng at 3am and 
onss-oountty at 10 am (advanced nde*s start 
at 2omi. Admission: £6 per car. Dynes KaU 
is one mile ne<n-wea qf Halstead. Esse*, ana 
signposted off A604 Stole Hedngram ruaa. 
LACROSSE: Daif/ fete^gpft Semor Flees Fi- 
nal: Meiiorv Stockport iftdsoury). Both ciuPs 
won then «a©je games impresaveiv last vreek. 
The final stars at 2pm. Cricket Dub. WHm- 
s tow Poad. CWMxny. Mancruwer 
MOTORCYCLING: British Supettuke '2hamc>- 
Crrrsrup iDoneigim nit). Practice c frwn 9am. 
with tt-j Sir, race at llam. 'Pract>» ijualify- 
ir£ on Saciroay j from Semr. Mrnianz £ 12 
aaijhs. acoxtcianied chiid'en 15 and under 
free. tSafrjmayt £5. free.-. Donfigton Part,. 
Castte Dcc.inglon. Dertjv. is three mles from 
liaxmru 23V2 4 o? MLWJ2A42 iTec 01332 
3509S5I. Sottish Chamtcionsh* ?Aeeung 
iKnocFniil'. Prac:i« is from 9arr.. «n n raang 
at lom. Admisson: £6 adiats. tf.'torer. 12 • 16 
£3. under- 12s ano parsing free Admission: 
vr*rM mi Cnpjr e- iw rrsies rvarr- -vest of Dun- 
rpmMire. Me. on A823. ,Teh 01383 72333 n. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (730 unless stated): Mondar- 
BefTs Scottish League Premier DMstorc 
I.<?mc V Aberdeen 18 .D 1 . Tuesday: EncWaigh 
Insurance League First Dtviskm: Barnsley v 

Monwch i7.45i. Bimvrrjhatr v Rptsmouth 
' 7.45i; Cnantort -.- Uacesrer 1 T. 451 ; crystal 
Palace v Hot Ve'e ‘7.451: Huddersftew v Read- 
ing: iBswcn , Deny '7.45). CMdham v Grrrts- 
fry '.7.45': Sneffieic LYd v iouthena 1 7.451; 
Tranmere v Mriuoii; Watford v Sundertand 
' 7.45): Wes Bnynw<h v Luw.. Second DH 
vlsion: Brensted v StocApon i7.J5j: Bristol 
Pff.ers v 0rad!iyd: Bumley 1 Bournemouth: 
Carfrste v Crewe >7 JS'. Chesrerfreid v BMck- 
Pd^. Hull v BnSTC'l Cry: Cnftrd Uu3 » Wna>rtam 
17.451; Rccnemam v Notts County: Swansea 
V RjtertOTOu^l: WaRall v Wjeomoo ‘7.45« YW- 
v Snrewspijiy. ThM DMsIsk Barnet v CattHf 
i” -5:; Bury v Fulham, Cambndge Utd « 
riortnampnn i7.45>: Chaste* v Leyton Onent 
lY.aO): Corchesrer v Rot*ca»e (7.45i: GJimg- 
ham v Dariir.jiijri i7.45m Heretord v Doncast- 
er un«*i . Srartoraugh: Pfrmouth v Wan jfrold 
(7.45); Preston v Texquay; Scuninorpe v 



Calm Casey seeks 

a place in the sun 


and must start es favourites this 
time. Mortlake offers one of the 
best viewing points. Stand on the 
towpath at Chiswick Bridge and 
watch the crews being marshalled 
into their starting order, preparing 
to set off at 10-second intervals. 
The sheer numbers in this pro- 
cession provide a spectacle. To 
check the identity of the crews, 
buy an official programme, on sale 
along the towpath. 

Where to watch: CftsmcL Bodge (Water- 
loo Nemort* South West to Momahe). 
Barries Railway Bridge, DuKes Meadow at 
Qusunck, Hemnwfsnvth Bodge iPiocaddy 
or Dana (toe 10 Harrmwsiwn 9rtdee). Beb- 
op's Part. FiAham Pan. Pumey Bridge rear 
the ftotai (WaUftoo to Puirey or Disbict me 
u> Putney Bridge). 

Hartlepool: Wigan * Eider i7.43i. Ropre- 
sontaUve Match: League o* I retard * Loague 
of Wales (7.43) iet Sr CWman s Pan. COCA. 
Co Curtl. ScmPProfosslonal Int ernati o na l: 
England v The Netherlands I7.4S) at Rush 
den and Dramon* FO. GM VauxlKril Con- 
ference: Nonnwich v Gaaesnead (7.45): 
Tetfato v Hednesford (7.45). Wednesday: FA 
CarBng Premiership: Leeds v SwrihampiDn 
(7.451: Lwerpod/w Nffueastte ifi.Ol. Endslelgi 
Insurance League First Division: sa*e v 
WoHremamptijn |7.45l. Second DMsIon: 
Swindon v Bngnren (7.451. CM Vainhafl Con- 
ference: Bam v Siough (7.45). SpakOng Cep 
semi-final second MacctesSeid (4) v 
Southport id) (7.45i. TTwsday: Spalding Cup 
seml-flnel second leg: hetterng '01 y Brers- 
®Ovs [21 17.45). Friday: FA Carting Pre- 
mtersftgi: MOtesoiougx v SnufWd VAnviesday 
(5.45). Endaleigi Insurance League First 04- 
vision: Chariton v Luton tZ15t. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Thursday. Stones Super 
league: London v Pans 17.05' tac Chartw Ato 
FO. Friday: Stones Simev league: CasOetocd 
v tet»fe t6.0i: Otoham v Hatrfat (3.0:: SneMd 
v Bradfwd '7.301: St Helens v Wpn (3J0t. 
Wamngton v Wortlngton (3.0). first Division: 
Dewsoury v Badey i3.0r; Rocndale v ha£Xey 
(7 JO): Saftyd v wdhes i3.0c wa&tea v Fea9> 
ersuxw 1 730): Whsehaiwi » HuOXrsfe-r) 
(320). Second DMsIore Barrow v Camsle 
• 7J0i: Chortey v Doncaste* i3.0): Hurrjie: v 
Bramley *7J0i: Letp v Swirron ■ 3.0*: Presax 
V South Wales (7 JO); Yori- v Hull KP '3.15 1 . 
RUGBY UNION: Tuesday: Hart GDritore Four 
Counties Championship final: Gtr Birm.ing- 
ham v Worcesrer,HetWau r 730i w 4toeU>v. 
Wednesday: HoinAen Wotoh league first 
Division: «wrid«y v Uareft i7.0i: Noawi v A fer- 
avon t7j0t. Ch* Match; Cxmoran v Porc/Dod 

1 7 0). Ttsesday: European Cup (Aoy-offt Gta> 

33W V NortrVMWands i7Dt (at Meggsoand). Frt- 
dey: dub Maeehos: Camborne v St Ives t 3 /ji; 
ftedratn V St Mary's (few < 3.01. 

RACING (Flat meetings In capitals): Mon- 
day: SOUTHWELL (AS Weather): Cut. 02. 
Tatierswts £6 iOAP merrtfwre o' course's Di- 
amond Ciuo £d. accompanied under- 16; 
(reel. (First race 220). Enter: liandsand and 
Paddoch £9; Silver Ring £4.50 1 accompanied 
under-l6s freer. (2. Wi. Ketorr Cup £ 10; Ta;- 
rereads £7 <QAPs £J. aeaxnoanied ur^er-16; 
free), (20i. Tuesday; NOTTINGHAM: CWj £12 
uurvors. 16- 21 years. £ 81 . Tanereaiis ££. Sa- 
ver Ring and PaOCtoo £A <2.0). WOLVER- 
HAMPTON (AWL duo £15: Tatrereab £6 -OAP 
members erf Diamond Oct) £4i: viewing 
tesauwit £2£L93 «i*lrtg WiT 3 Xe arc rrea. 
(22Cn. FoB testun ec DcO £12 iunce«-i6r free'; 
TattfirsaiK £8.5C r. Couree Enclosure £4. plus 
£J to- each occupant. C.lfti- Wednesday. 
HAMILTON: Club £12: Grar.ds-J.se ^nd Pac- 
doth £7 '£4 for OAPs. disabled an.fi saidar.E., 
£10 for couptesl. arxwrparjed unde- 16s free 
an enclosures. (225i. Ascot: Memcers £12 
(ArorMerrsers 1625 veers, half coop:: Grand- 
suand arc Faooccr. £& S'trer Rtng £5. it55i. 
Ludlow; Duo U<1 taccnrri0dfi>ec 'irvKf-l&s 
free); TanwsaDs £9: Course £5. iC.lal. 
Thursday: MUSSELBURGH: O jD £11; Tar- 
wsans £6 nJAPsanc unempKjyuC £7>. (2201. 
LEICESTER Cut) £12: TatlKsaia £8: ar« 
Ring £4. laccompkinied under- lfc fmi. 


12.10). UNCJTELD (AW Hat and National 
Hug): Members £13. Tarereans £ft Sirer Ring 
£5. CD). Friday: no raemg. 

NEXT WEEKEND 

FOOTBALL: Saturday: FA Caring Premier- 
ship. Endsicgh Insurance League and Beirs 
Scotnii Lea©*. Smdn; ScotLtfi FA 04 ; sorre- 
fina): i^foc v Rangers (4Di rat .‘iarrede.-t Par*). 
RUGBY UNION: Saturday. Representative 
Match: Carctff v Barbarians (2.3 Oj. Courage 
Cuts' Crarhpjonsrap, Har&/sn Wefsfr League. 
Insurance Corporation Insh League 
RACING: Sattaday. HAYDOOt County Stand 
£15; Tanersans £9: Newton Stand Li (OAPs 
harf-pnee in Taoeraaits and Newton Stand). 
i.UOl. HEMPTON: Club Lib. Juniore (16 ro 
25-yejr-ehfci £12 Grandsard £10: Silver Rng 
£5. 1 1.43). Carthto: Club £12 tCHPs and w> 
der- 21 s £9i; TanersaJIs £6 (OAPs and under- 
21 s £3: i2.05|. Newton Abbot Tattereatis 
£&SO: Ccuree £4. Accompenreo under- 16s 
free. 1 1.40). PUanptorr Member* £ 12 : Tat- 
tersdts £ 8 : Course £4. i225l. Towcecter. 
Members £12: Tantrsatls £ 8 : Course £4 (Car 
plus all occupants £15). (220). 

Plan ahead 

For Bruce Davidson, the first American 
to win the tough Badminton three-day 
event last year, it was an ambition ful- 
filled. his victory gained at the 10th at- 
tempt. This year the eratement will be 
just as Keen when the flist of Britain's 
(Donated nematorai horse mate is hekl 
from 2 to 5 May on the [Xite Df Beau- 
fort's estate. Avon. 

The cross-country on Saturday at- 
tracts the largest crowd and spectators 
can walk all or part of the 4V>mile 
course, though for a closer inspection 
of the fences, visitors can walk the 
course on Friday, along with the riders, 
ivtftutjws ittofors Baarrwmn Horse Thais Bad- 
motor. Avon. 2-5 May. 

Duke of SeautoTi Estate is <*/? mites nortft- 
easr cFjuncoon IS. AM. Afrnsson: Riurtday- 
Frrtav idressage): £10 per carana driver. £4 
oer a rxsoc ra l canon 'Gates aoen at 3an. com- 
pdCDcn sans at 9am 1 . Saturday rcress- 
eauptiyr.- £14 per car and dmrer. £3 per 
atiocy w-' person >^)U 5 7 am. endurance rest 
10. 30am intt ffre: nder on cress-ccunuy a( 
U.J5jm'. Sunday is/«ow^mplng<: as Thure- 
tiarFrday 1 Sam. jumping rest stares at 
2 i. 4 £anr if runser of rompetriors exceeds 
20 .- if fewer. i-JScmi. Orecounrcf £1 per ad- 
d'tonai person scfcet tf h>a*ed in advance. 
Season Wrec £30 per car am driver. £15 
per acatxnai person 'cot a&OaPie ar gate). 
Gran-fisfand seats. Thursday: £4-£i2; seats 
irrtn header* one extvrer ssr, : £6- £16. fitotsy: 
£4.£ii.- reedafton? commentary sold out 
Strec!a>- £5-£S Cara.pr.Oamtg ere iizbaoes 
vn persona! passes: i/5. '2tKS -country 
couse wain ape (csnvnentsrv by Hughes 
Thtyms. dea&eret -pjuse am Luctode Oeaa 
tearing eienr nder.; £5. «we tooin? ttos- 
«s fzr car passes and perunaf aeSnssnin or 
1 7 April icncQUKJ and 24 Apnt icrasi cards): 
Grandstands. 19 Ac n and 36 Apnt. 

Train ffa.es on Saturtwv /from London i: 
07.30 ft cm Paddir^pn. arrive Ovppenhon 
OS.L 5 c'96.30. area 09.55. Fcresenoy bus 
ser/i « provrdes cccnears.n to SaOnrnpn vit- 
iate hall: sfr jf. kcwi to ecuree where ground 
acmis&oc is £3 oer -lead. The Pus service e 
free. Train bocA.'j: ro Greer ivesrera Trams 
Ltd or 01 71 312 1950. 4pe* tore imust ne 
t*»ed a rraft. 7 x. 7 f) of oe-ren da/s in advance 
pend, nj a.aiaoda yi.- £17.50 reem. 

Coper. Jew fryr Lcnttcn on Saturday pro- 
iMec » r.frs Verry Baler for £38. Ground ad- 
oresan erffa. 7e' 0271 351 4434. 

Details of forthcoming events 
with information on tickets and 
venues should be sent to: The 
Sports Desk. The Independent, 1 
Canada Square. Canon' Wharf. 
London £14 5DL Fax: 0171 293 
2894. 

Compikd by find Maher 


Personal touch: Terry 

Casey readies Rough 
Quest for tomorrow's 
Grand National. The price 
is still unrealistic and he’s 
sure to drift more* 
Photograph: Robert Hallam 


A INTREE 

2.00: l-TKAOC HERO 0 Lower) 20-1:2. 
Charming Girt 14-1: 3. Caatta Snap 7-2. 
15 ran. 3-1 <av WmanicJty 14th). 4, IV*. (M 
Pipe. WeJUngmn). Tot* £37 JO; f£.40, 
£3720. £1-60- OR £167.901 CSF: £251739. 
Tn* £385.00. 

3J0: 1. ASK TOM ff» w*n) 10-t 2. lad 
Doroet 7-1; 3. Cable Baach U-2. 10 ran. 
3-1 bv Manhattan Caade (4di). 15. 2V*. (T 
Tare. Tadcaston. Tata: £30.00; £2.50, 
£21XX £120. DP. £23Ja CSF: £0191- TMo: 
1109.8a NR: Csptam Khedhre. 

ZSSi 1. SCOTTON BANKS (L Wiyw) 9-2; 
2. Barton Bank 9-2; 3. Ungukted Wi i ffa 
7-Z 6 ran. 9-4 fav CDuUn Be Batter (piiled 


It was cold for the rime of 
year, cold enough to njake , Ikr- . 
ry Casey nervous. “Couldn’t , 
be happier with the horse,” he _ 
said, Tjui Td like to fied.a* 
change in the weather.” 

A bit of warmth is what 
Casey wants for Rough Quest, 
the lG-year-dd, Irish-bred geld- 
ing he is sending out at Ain tree 
tomorrow in the Martell Grand C 
National 

No wonder. A nip in the air, . 
Casey thinks, was one of the rear 
sons why Rough Quest did not 
mount a more serious chal- 
lenge, for the Gold Cnp at die 
Cheltenham Festival two weeks 
ago, finishing second to Impe- 
rial CalL “When the leaders 
broke away down the hill he was 
left with too much to do but I 
am fairly sure that the temper- 
ature troubled him- litres the 
sun on his back, but then don’t 
we ah,” Casey said 

On a summer's day the views 
from Beare Green near Dork- 
ing in Surrey can be quite glo- 
rious but on Tuesday mist 
shrouded the surrounding Hills , 
a metaphor for Aintree’s un- 
certainty. As always, impon- 
derables crowd in on 
assessment. Getting a horse in 
peak condition for the raoe is a 
teat in itself, never mind the 
doubts Casey may still harbour - 
about Rough Quest’s involve- 
ment just two weeks since the 
Gold Cup when victory would 
have earned the horse a long va- 
cation. “No question about, 
that.” Casey said “We wouldn’t 
have entertained the Grand 
National and I was not sure 
about what to do until last Sat- 
urday. When we got back from 
Cheltenham he seemed well 
enough, not greatly affected 
and there was the alternative of 
the Irish National.” 

Important factors in a dis- 
cussion Casey held with his 
employer, Andrew Wales, who 
owns Rough Quest were a dis- : 
tinctly favourable weight of 
lOst 71b and Aintree’s anti- 
clockwise direction. “It suits the 
horse to go that way around,’’ 
Casey added “but even with 
those advantages he was ridicu- 
lously short in the betting.” 


Ken Jones encounters Rough Quest s 
trainer who is geared up for the National 


Casey, who claims to have 
never struck a bet m die pS years 
he has spent racing since be- 
ginning an apprenticeship with 
Aubrey Brabazon at the Cur- 
ragh. advises supporters of 
Rough Quest to play a waiting 
game. “Tb my mind the pnee 
is still unrealistic and he's .sure 
to drift a bit more,” he said 
The trainer was sitting m 
the cluttered lounge of a com- 
fortable cottage set across from 
the email, tidy yard that is home 
to Rough Quest and 15 other 
horses. A man of average height 
with alert eyes, he had on work- 
ing dpihffl and slippers- Smoke 
swirled from the small cigar be 
held in strong fingers. 

On one wall there was the 
usual array of past achieve- 
ments: Rough Quest winning 
the Ritz Club Chase at Chel- 
tenham last year, scoring at the 
Punchestown Festival, more re- 
cently successful in the Racing 
Post Chase when brought home 
by Richard Dunwoody. 

While Dunwoody may have 
fancied the ride on Rough 
Quest tomorrow, trainer and 
owner have remained loyal to 
Mkk Fitzgerald “He knows rite 
horse wefi, gels on with him,” 
Casey said, “so I have no wor- 
ries in that respect” 

An interesting man, Casey 
conveys that impression of griz- 
zly strength Bill Shankly saw in 
Tbm Finney. You can sense in- 
dependence, too. This week 
when BBC television cameras 
were wrongly positioned to get 
footage of Rough Quest at full 
gallop, Casey understandably 
refused to stage a repeat per- 
formance. “All the attention 
ire have been getting is vexy nice 
and, of course, it is good for the 
stable,” he said “But you have 
to draw the line somewhere. My 
priority is the horse’s prepara- 
tion I ride him myseff here, per- 
sonally see to his diet and 
feeding, and I roll the gallops” 
Bora in Donegal 50 years ago, 
Casey knows the ups and downs 
of life, coming to his present po- 


RACING RESULTS 


ur). 15. 7. (T Easrarty. Maton). Tote: 
£5.10; £3.20. £210. DF: £14.20. CSft 
£2U35. 

4^0: 3. ZABADI (A p McCoy) 8-1; 2. Our 
Kite 13-2; a Daring 16-1. U ran. 3-1 fev 
DetwartB Days. 6. 1. (0 Nfchoton, Temple 
Gulling). Tote: £11.40; £2.70. £1.70, 
£4.00. DF: E28JO. CSF: £54*3. Trtx 
£172.00- NR: EscanBfltfM. 

&4S: 1- JOE WHITE CP CarUerry) 33-1; 2. 
Go Unlmraal 9-1: a Mngort Beach 33-1: 
4. SMSMMi 16-1. 21 ran. 7-ltwRwwn 
Prince. Hd, rut 0 H Johnson. Crook}. Tote: 
£52.40: £7.70. £L90. £170. £4.10. DR 
£30130. CSF: £284.42. Tifcasd £8,743.90. 
TrVx £3^98^0. 


4JBO: l.wUDlMP(MrCSiDray) 15-8 tar: 
2. Cokxtt Kotiy 7-2; 3- Bifly Riot 9-1 9 
ran. 4, 1 (Mrs J Storey, Kabo). Tata: £2.60; 
£3-60. £2.00. £2730. DF: £350. CSF: 
£8j5L Trio: £18-40. ■ 

5M: JL TOP SPBI (A p McOoy) 20-1; 2- 
JatNb 7-1 )t tav; 3. Undo Koeny 14-1; 4. 
Arabia Speedy 14-1. 19ran.7-lJtfevTrea- 
sure A^in. Ml 2Vi 0 Jenta& Fteyaonl.Tote: 
£2580: £480, £1.9a £3-20, £2.60. DR 
£59 l 30. CSF: £153.09. Tncastt tL902^4- 
THo: £1,899^0. 

Jackpot: Not won. Root of £18,676.49 car- 
rfad forward to Alntree today. 

Placopot £762.00. qnadpot: £11X80. 
Place fc £1,18X12. Ptaco 5: £342.77. 


HYPERION 

220 El Volador Z55 No Submission 330 Stand 
Tall 4.05 Montone 4.40 State Circus 5d0 Do- 
moor 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: of and Im -ontskie; remainder tnsfclc. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Um numbers are best m sprinu. 

■ Equbrack surface; Left -band, sharp undulating couree. 

■ Racecourse te souzh-cul of Item on B2028 Edenbbdtie road. 

Urgaeid Barton (served t* London Viaorta'l attains eouKe. 

AD MISSION: Members SIS, T^aersalte S9: SUver Ring 16. CAB 
PASS: Ouh S3; remainder free. 


WBOiSBS CY THE LAST SEVEN DATS Vteory Team (AJXi) 
won Ling 27 ilardi. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Stand TaU (380) sent 270 mfles 
frr«i C w Thornton's Middlefum sublo In North Yorkshire: Do- 
moor f .i.IO'l sent 270 mQ*s from M Johnston's fiOtkDeham so- 
Me hi North YwWit*. 

to on I COLD AS CHARITY CUUMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,450 added lm 4f 

i 14-3121 ELVQIADOR (15) (CD) C ADm99 6 MHewy [5)4 

7 OS 2116 SWBu SUPP09N (27) (C) C Dwjer 5 9 6 LDettal2 

3 00 MysnciE0END{ifi)TJNaitfmn4 9 4 DHanbea3 

J 211231 MASNUNfUM) (31)10 RO^iflvan 11 8 10 — A dart 5 
5 7010-20 GUEST NUANCE (34) (C) A Moxa 4 8 8 — CndyHonkl 

- 5 dedared - 

BETTMG: SSS B Vntetor. 158 Mmun, 94SmatSuppadn, ULLtiMt 
AMnoe. 50-lMycde Lsflead 

i Tre - gg l APPLE A DAY SBJJNG STAKES (CLASS 
G) £3fl00 added lm 2 f 

1 012603 AWESOME POWBI (36) (C0» J rtfts 10 9 4 ACtartB 

2 302120 MO SUBMBStOR (3) (CIV) D Ouman 10 9 4> CMtene fl 

3 01-3042 TOTAL RACH (3® ICO) (BF) R Icgam 4 8 13 — WWoadi7 

4 2003-63 OTI (USA) (31) C (Array 6 3 12 MTebbottS 

5 003000 (OlIJtSRUS *80 (XL) (CO) A Itoore 5 8 12-Crady llonto 12 

6 236125 NORHOWIWL (13) K ftrW 8 8 12 TMM«y{7)30 

7 14/3046- OUR B*K (370) (08 B&fl* 7 8 12 IQufanS 

£ 0440-00 ROCXVU£nKEf7)SDM4 812 TQ*m3 

9 040040 THE CAPE DOCTOR (28] A Foot 4 8 12 — AWhM»i[3)l 

10 303520 NHASIM (15) R Hoad 4 8 7 M Fenton 4 

U &450CV0 TMOMBDOEtia JJertm»487 1 Forme 2 

is 00005 : ■DMWwMnwjaaeTsa? 

-UdKM- 

8ETnN& 3-1 No SMnMen T-3 Nerttew WN 4-1 Total BacJi, Bl Cm 
Edfia, 8.1 JaM, Ah mom* PcMtr. 14-1 oteera 


SPINAL MJURies ASSOCVOION HANDt- 
CAP (CLASS Q £7)650 added 5f 

1 002031 5PEJDB? (15) (CD) P Harw 7 100 JStxk^l 

2 1-31211 SOW DIU. (27) (QC Thornton 495— -JtanMcKaaaa 5 

3 31-1213 HI«(34WOGonTan591 EnteBOrfiomra# 

4 003422 lflB>aof|6)(0)(BF)ABMtyS87Jtogearnaanra(7)3 

5 300635 KALARp9)«CD}DDs4*it»i784 PFereey(6)6 

6 000613 THOT[2«(Ct5DI*tfK*582 F Norton 2 

- 6 declared - 

BETTING: 5-3 Start ZaS, 7^ Spender. Bir£a, Lord S^, 7-1 Tsaar. Malar . 

r ^rie l UGtfTWEKHT PLASTERWG HANDICAP ' 
3*^1 (CLASS F) £3^450 added lm 

1 0306-21 VICIIWTOIM (2) GB*fc«4 105(50) AOartU 

2 138040 LM3UDO (USA) (2) (CD) RlngOTi 694 W Woods 10 

3 05-1432 ffanaMSWC08(CO)(BBAUDae693J8aMMi(7)6 I 

4 5^-5415 SAIBM pz) (OR C WUnm 10 S 3 C Batter 9 | 

5 0-22015 L1ACRMN(14 tra) J Arndkl48 10 1 Qlinil 8 ! 

6 405036 M0NIWE(15) J JerMnQS 10 fFartn»2 

7 (5X403 UTILE SCARLETT [34) (D)PMrt)n 4 8 10 SSaaderatt . 

8 605544 BStlBGHtlS fCQ RHaflralKM 7810 LDeOorf7 

9 000034 TOPPEIpA) RAWfust689 TfetadS j 

10 400-401 CAUTOPH0R££(34) (CO) C lAnay 4 B9 ^MTefeaB4 

11 46-3300 ZM6UN(1Q{C0) JM8artey584 ; SDrmwi(3)6 

12 320060 MWi«llP(8T)CL«xw3BI M Adana £ 1 

-12dedmd- 

BE77wa«S»wn. 5-lNotaSoateM, 1X2 Wclorj-TaM. 7-1 LMd, 
IWhi Scarlett, 8-1 Cati Toftora, 1B-1 Mertona, m oAere 

SPWAL ffilURES ASSOCtAHON MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5400 added lm2f 

1 502224- CAROL'S DREAM (USA) (223) J Hft 4 9 10 TQ*n6 

2 ax De«*(B«nON(l/SA)ffi2g) IBaWne4910 — IWem»4 

3 3t SOVCI SHORE {K2)DUxfer49 10 L Dettori 7 

4 206403 KE1LASE GKL (38) A Uocra 4 9 5 JVMwter(S)l 

5 26 HUBBTOOl (23) C Brtiati 4 9 5 DHaate»8 

8 602042 LOSDS1ANGOW4N (29) Rte0em384 W Woods 3 

7 325060 TOC SOCKS (30) MMcCorma*384. A dart 9 

8 44 (mcrsC0U5W(WNC*tf«n3713 .-5 

9 00 PQTOCOCHOKEC1S) PGor)s37 13. NfldnlO 

10 2 STOFCSICUS (23) Uxy hkrsrgXn 3 7 13-41 Henry (5) 2 

-10 ded a re d - 

BETTBK: 2-1 StMe Orta, 5-2 Serin Shore, 3-1 Carefs Dinara, 6-1 Do- 
eoolnabon, IB-1 Lord Bangoren, 12-1 Rsbb^aB, 18-1 otter* 

Fci'ol BALD COOT HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6400 
1-1 added 3Y0 7T 

1 03-3323 MYTfONS MISTAKE (34) (D) A Bafcry 9 7 DNMtat 

2 MdZJ M0CCANM»pQ(C05aPwte9 4 L Dettori 2 

3 52S2 B4B4«JV(Bq(277fflFJp*faiBrSTafl90 rqntaqfl 

4 522162 D0M00R®(C)mMWTC«n89 I Weaver 3 

5 52438-5 IVORY'S CRAB KBE W K May 8 3 IStadtODS 

6 203063 ARUNSTON LADY (2) n Ca&fltei 7 10 

•6 decteed- 

Mrttewfr 7 ft ITXl Tins ftandcap m#ic ArUtfa i lady 7sf 3b 

S77TNG: 62 Batwot, 3-1 Oonroor, 7-2 MyOBas Mbua, 4-1 Mol Q>- 
oart, 5-1 Iraryto 6ra5Wra.au Artiom Udy 


sition as a salaried trainer after 
the bleak experience that re- 
sulted from a decision to s^tip 
on his own in Lamboura. “I d 
gained pleDly of experience as 
ah^d lad to Paddy Mullins, and 
when looking after John Up- 
son's horses [Casey sent out 
Over TheRoad to win the 19S8 
National Hunt Chase at Chel- 
tenham] but when ! went on my 
own things did not work out ana 
after four pretty depressing 
years I sold the stables." 

A eh a ii ge of fortune came 
when Casey answered an ad- 
vertisement placed by the Wales 
famil y. “You only have to look 
around to see that this is a won- 
derful set-up,” he said. “The 
Wales are fine people to work 
for, and I can train for other 
owners without ‘any of the fi- 
nancial pressures that can crip- 
ple you in tin's business.” 

At about one o'clock in the 
afternoon, Casey was relishing 
an hour’s break from his chores 
and the respite from the pres- 
ence of interrogators. Sitting 
back in an easy chair, be lit an- 
other cigar, his daily ration in- 
creasing as the great race draws 
nearer. 

It is not one about which he 
knows a great deal “Of course. 
I’ve beenat Ain tree before,” he 
said, ‘‘but to train a horse for the 
Nationalis a new experience.” 
The way to tackle it is common 
knowledge anyway. Hum 
around the first circuit, stay in 
touch with the pace then get 
ready for a big effort from the 
last, on past the Elbow. If only 
it were so simple. 

Casey went silent, drawing 
a gain on his cigar. “ I just hope 
■ it isn’t a slog,” he said. “Hate 
. to see horses hurt” Never mind 
the doty, tiie dung uppermost 
in Casey's min d is Rough 
Quest's welfare. 

“Have you spent much time 
in Ireland?” he asked . . 

“Yes,” I replied. 

“Lovely place, lovely,” he 
added. His thoughts were mo- 
mentarily far from Ain tree. 


LEICESTER 

’ 27250. leCHYD-OA <W Fenton) 5-X 2. 
kWi Fiction 6-4 tor a Swtno 12-X 7 ran. 
V«. sh hd. (M Beil. NewmarteO- Tate: 
£<£80; £3.60, £X20. Oft £17.20. 

2£B: X ANAS7INA U Wearart 9-4,- 2- Ka 
Academic 100-30; a. Beflard lady 20-X 
7 ran. 15-8 fav Queen Of Afl Brt3 fOctil- 7. 
3 Vj. (N Grattan. Newname).1bte £2.60; 
£3-70. £180. DF: £&90- CSR £1039. 
330: X THE HUSKY FARMER (A QartO- 

2- 1 co taw; 2. DoRflaon Pdacon 2-1 co tov. 

3. Qrdn n tewa-ll-Z 4 ran. 2-1 cofavSharp 
Moray (4m). lVi 4M. (WTUmer. St»abome). 
Tate: £2.10. DFi £X9a CSfc £6.35. 

43& X HBIIMJK WEIGH (L 0«tonl 
5-2 tar; Z Gakfeafiond 7-2; 3- VHito PfBb» 

3- X 5 m. Nk, R (R Hoflnsnead. upper long- 
don). TotK £2.70; £X70. £L20. DF: £3.90. 
CSR£10.7a 

4.40: X INFAMOUS (T Quinn) 11-1; 2. 
Sbanf 6-5 fan; 3. A Ukaly Tala 3-1 5 ran. 
Vz. 3. (P Cole, Whatcombe). Tote: £380; 
£280. £X60. DR £2.40. CSF: £5.90. 

‘ 5.10: X MAIDEN CASTLE (L Decon) 

8- 11 far; 2. Orchestra Stall 4-1; 3. Kae- 
Mtooh lD-XSran. 10, 12. UGtaden, Nw- 
marteO.TatK £X70; £X10. £3-60. £5.00. 
DR £200. CSF:' £480. Trio: £6.3a 

SMX X SCHAfBOWRST (A CWy) 20-1: 
2 Outg o 12-li 3. Sycamore Loflga 6-4 tai. 
12 ran. fh. IVa. (S Dow. Epsom), Tote: 
£3330. £6JX). £X60, £0.10, . DF: £80.40. 
CSF: £218.56. Tricasc £54X35. Trio: 
£7780. 

Hrarapofc £14D0. Qnadpot: £58a 
Ptaco 8: £2028. Ptaco 5: £12.00. 

TOUNTON . 

2- 15: X CHAI-YO (6 Upton) 2-5 faw; 2. 
tawa Lye 12-X 3- Bowie* Patrol 17-2. 8 
*1. 3. 2tt U OWL Tdta: £L30: £X2Q. £2^0. 
£X30. DR £4^a CSF: £635. 

245: X JURZ (T DascomOe) 5-2 fev; 2. 
Ata BAal 3-t 3. Rear Garden 20-X 9 ran. 
25. a (R Hodges). THK £290; £X10. £L50. 
£380. DF: £Aj 30. CSF: £9.88. TOo: £5380. 
380: X COURT MOODY {PHkU 54 tov; 

2- Certain Angle 4-X 3. Banmom 881 
11-X Bran. 9. a fP NtahoSs). Totar £240; 
£X50, £2.00. OF: £lX0a CSF: £7.46. 

3- 55: X ITS GRAND (S FOC 7-2 tar; 2 
Rtatafs Lara 10-X 3. Doras DeB0it 9-X 

4. Pree Dancer 20-X 16 ran. Nk, 14. 0 M 
Bradley). Tote: £3.70; £XIO. £X50. £210, 
£5.70. DF: £17 JO. CSF: £38.46. TrtcasC J 
X28X0X Trio: £12980. 

480; x ON Alan [Mr Roiara WT«e) 

9- X 2 Golden Freeze 20-X lEqm- 
mentU-X 13 ran. 7-4 lav Loyal Note. 14, 
IV*. (V Graenway)- Tote: £18.90; £26a 
£7.60, £580. DR £14X30. CSF: £16X46. 
NR: SausaBu Boy. Tna £159^40. 

580: X PERSISTENT GUNNER (T D8S- 
combe) 13-2; 2 Jerakna PudOedock 5-2 

3- Oat Ranking 9-4 fiw. 7 ran. 3, 5. (R 
Hodges). Tote: £0.70: £22 0. £200. DR - 
£9.60. CSF: £2X94. 

5-30: 1. MARKSMAN SPARKS (S Bur- 
rau»9 9^; 2 Bantataia Boy 4-5 tar; x The 
nw nro Banin 9-Ltiai 3V4. 2X (Dr D 
Chesneyl.. Tote: £4.60; £1 80 . fl 10, 
£210. Oft £3. SO. CSF: £4.82. 

Ptaeepoc £275.90. Qnadpot: 1X13.40. 
Ptaoa ft £12&aa Place 5: £105 ^ 7 . 


At only 



ir-N c.isy ro sec whai our lowest 
rare ever" could do for vou. 

HAMILTON 

r>in < t Hunk 


V h u n p t • 


A" ;i.h . n K' u.iVicv to h.'.nd. 



Tjpical Example 


LENDER 


A LOAN OF £4,000 


A LOAN OF £7,000 



APR? 

l 

* 8 

monihly 

repayments 

Total 

amount 

payable 

IbHI 

APRt 

4S 

monthly 

repayments 

Total 

amount 

payable 

Hamilton Direct Bank | 

16.9% 

! £112.79 

£5.413.92 

mm 

133% 

£188.07 

£9,027.36 

' Mercantile Credit 

! 19.9% 

£118.10 

£5,668.80 


19.9% 

£206.68 

£9,920.64 

Brenk nlr. 

18.9% i 

' ri \d n 

SfiA Rd 



no- in 










Thc Rm-al Baakof . • 

Scotland pk. 

1 

18.7% | 

£116.00 

£5,568.00 


12=5% 

£199.32 

£9,567-36 


?Rate arc correct a» ai 


“TVs pcnculk tomil Iwflv * [aid. (or himni or intshm pume « ™Iil 1.’1 A •ruic.i q^sarina rfiw: .:c^ii sm u on raquai. All loan abied to ato You pMkigd 24 nwaiMttla a 

For your Kounr mi w help ibjwi our Krnar ro ,6 j ur out- stnrd nr wnur ^11: isd Hjnubuo Dimi Bi.iL. . ui<iu^n « MFC (Lak. nL. m Mikonnl kiHautian unii die Bubog flat 1987. t teyp pe d ‘Office Nanh Sneer. 


cafaegnfaT-mrnnrr Ttk nfaUnnt JraleLfe m A. ui, . - . 

Ikfidd. wind*iT. BofaMic 5L44TD heginard Eji^tux) JIc. 1117305, 


You caxx take out an unsecured 
Personal Loan for any reason^ with 
Hamilton Direct Bank, a division of 
HFC Bank pic and take advantage of 
our attractive fixed rates: . - 

*1 Cl QQA A "DD on unsecured Personal Loans 
1 J.O / 0 JV £5,000 - £ 1 0,000 

16.9% APR L ° aOS 


fO A 1» !’ ! V r \ ! I r R L [■ o N, 

0800 30 3000 


Qppong irf 91017/20P 
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GRAND NATIONAL MEETING: Novice victory gives trainer swift compensation after big-race fancy Lo Stregone is sidelined 

-* ■■ is m fa ~ ~ — ; 1 


Ask Tom wipes away 



GREG WOOD 


reports from Ajntree 


As any punter knows, as long as 
a single penny remains in your 
pocket, there is hope, so swift- 
ly can your fortunes ebb and' 
flow. Tom Tate knows it ioo. af- 
ter a day which started with the 
trainer close to tears, and by 
mid-afternoon had seen hfm se- 
cure one of the' most valuable 

succcsscsofhiscareer.- 
It was early yesterday morn- 
ing when a suspicion which 
had been grow ing hi Tate’s 
mind for 24 hours was finally 
confirmed. Lo Stregone, sec- 
ond-favourite for tomorrow's 
Grand National, had finally 
caugbrthe equine ’flu which had 
passed through every other 
horse in the yard durin g the 
course of the season. “He had 


a temperature of 103 last night 
and again this morning and he 
is a adk horse,” Thte said before 
setting off for Ain tree. “It’s a bit 
of an anti-dimax to say the least, 
and I could cry.” 

"But just a few hours later, for- 
tune shifted straight through the 
gears from reverse Into fifth. 
Ask Tom started at 10-1 for the 
MaghuII Novices’ Chase after a 
poor run at Cheltenham two 
'weeks ago, but Thte bad long 
been convinced that his horse 
was a potential champion and 
his faith was conclusively re- 
warded with a 15-length defeat 
of Lord DorceL 
“He had the same virus that 
Lo Stregone has got about four 
weeks before Cheltenham.” 
Thte said, “and while he was 
over it by then, it often takes a 
race to put them right, again. 
“When I bought the horse he 


Champion supports 
National underdogs 


Bob Champion, winner of an 
emotion-packed Grand Na- 
tional on Aldaniti 15 years ago. 
believes that the conditions 
that now apply to runners in the 
race are reducing the spectacle 
of the world’s most famous 
steeplechase. 

Speaking at Ain tree yester- 
day, Champion said: “It’s such 
a shame that therewiU be so few 
runners this year because I 
think that this detracts from the 
spectacle the race provides for 
the public.” 

Barring further mishap or in- 


jury. 28 runners will tine up in 
tomorrow's race- the smallest 


since Gay Hip beat 27 others in 
1970. Champion believes that 
figure would be boosted if it 
were not for the restrictive race 
conditions. 

“A handicap limit of 120 is far 
too low. There should be no lim- 
it and then they would ballot 
them our from the bottom of the 


Roscoe Harvey dies at 92 


Brigadier Roscoe Harvey DSO, 
one of the most popular post- 
war figures in National Hunt 
racing, died early yesterday 
morning at his Gloucestershire- 
home, aged 95. 

He rode as an amateur in 
Britain between 1923 and 1926 
and in Egypt and India until the 


end of the World War n, when 
he became a stewards' secre- 
tary, a role he filled for 23 years. 
After his retirement he be- 
came an owner with David 
Nicholson and enjoyed many 
big-race successes with Burnt 
Oak and Relkeel. 

Obituary, page 22 
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was already named. I rang Bri- 
an Stewart-Brown and said I'd 
found a good one. He asked 
what it was called and when I 
told him he laughed and said 
*we*d better have it then'.” 
The winning jockey on Ask 
Ibm was Peter Niven, a late re- 


RfCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Morgans Harbour 
- (Aintree 5220) 

NB: Pharanear 
(Aintree <L20) 


placement for Jamie Osborne, 
who had broken his collar-bone 
in a foil from Black Humour in 
the previous race, the ManeU 
Cup. The winner of this race too 
had performed poorly in his 
most recent outing, but yester- 
day Scotton Banks not only re- 
turned to form, but appeared 


capable of a serious challenge 
for next year’s Gold Cup. 

For much of the contest, 
Scotton Banks was engaged in 
a private duel with Barron Bank, 
which ended only when the lat- 
ter made one of his trademark 
mistakes at the final fence. 

“Both times we went down 
the back he was dossing a bit.” 
Lorcan Wyer. Scotton Banks’s 
jockey, said, “and the second 
time I didn't think we would 
win. But Barton Bank missed 
the fourth-last and that let me 
get back into contention. It’s 
veryeariyto be talking about the 
Gold Cup, but if all goes well 
□ext season we could end up 
there with a chance.” 

Barton Bank's jockey yester- 
day was Tony McCoy, whose ex- 
ceptional adhesive qualities were 
demonstrated several times dur- 
ing the afternoon. His strength 


in a finish was in evidence too. 
when he brought Top Spin io win 
on the nod in the final race, a suc- 
cess which completed a double 
after his vkneny on Zabadiin the 
juvenile hurdle. 

Even so, the riding perfor- 
mance of the day was that of 
Paul Carbeiry, who put sever- 
al unfortunate experiences over 
the National fences behind him 
to take the John Hughes Chase 
on Joe White, a 33-1 chance. 

Perhaps inevitably. Carberry 
has rarely been mentioned in his 
career to date without reference 
to his father, Tommy, a National 
winner on L Escargot. Carber- 
ry junior. though, is now a very 
fine rider himself, and his as- 
surance on Joe White, as the 
winning post accelerated to- 
wards him with Go Universal 
still in front, was magnificent 

“I thought Td definitely beat 


them as soon as we’d jumped 
the last.” Carbeny said after- 
wards, “it just took me a little 
longer than I thought ro do it.” 
The jockey is due to partner 
Three Brownies, a rank out- 
sider. in the National tomorrow, 
but may miss the ride after his 
own run of luck came to a sud- 
den halt. He sprained a knee 
when hampered and brought 
down on Edelwejs Du Moulin 
in the next race, and must pass 
the doctor this morning if he is 
to ride in the afternoon. 

It is the amateurs' turn over 
the big fences today in the Fox 
Hunters’ Chase, but as ever this 
is a hopeless event for puniets. 
Concentrate instead on the 
preceding events, in which KJa- 
iron Davis (235). Bill Of Till - 
low (next best 3.10) and 
ALLTIME DANCER (nap 200) 
in particular must go welL 


AINTREE 
135: SOUND MAN. a slightly dis- 
ing 6V« lengths third to 
Davis and VUdog Flagship 
with Conl(oi) - capable of running 
well at a big price on this ground 
- way back in sixth in the two- mile 
Queen Mother Champion Chase at 
the Cheltenham Festival, will rel- 
ish the return to two and a half miles 
this afternoon and goes well on 
good ground. The selection was 
most impressive when soaring at As- 
cot (twice; and Saadown earlier in 
the season and looks the best chas- 
er around at this distance. 

OOQ 

3,10: ADDINGTON BOY, vbo pul 
in a superb performance for a 
novice when landing the Great 
Yorkshire Handicap Chase at Don- 
caster last time out. may be better 
suited by the drying ground than 
likely market leader HifT OfTbUow 
or Jibber The Kibber. Avro Anson 
will also go on the surface but his 
jumping was far from fluent at Don- 
caster recently and this former top 
class staying hurdler will be tested 
the full by the tricky Mil dm ay 


HYPERION’S 

— . — 1 



fences, linden's Lotto and Golden 
Spinner both disappointed last 
nine while Act The Wag faces his 
toughest task to date. 


3A& KERRY ORCHID, second in 
the Foxhunters Chase at Chel- 
tenham as a five-year-old in 1993, 
tan possibly his best race since when 
far from disgraced in finishing 13 j 
lengths third to Elegant Lord and I 
Cool Dawn in the same race re- , 
cemly. He would prefer further, but i 
is a sound jumper. Last year's win- i 
oer Sheer Jest fell at Doncaster last 
time while the veterans Dark Dawn, i 
Brown "Windsor and On The Oih- I 
er Hand have seen better days. 1 
Rolling Ball was impressive at 
Warwick but has more to do here. 

□□□ 

4.20: TURNPOLE. most impressive 
in a Newcastle handicap hurdle over j 
two and a half miles last time, has 
scope for further improvement, > 
should stay this longer trip and can 1 
retain bis unbeaten record. Pha- | 
ranear. who came back to his best 
at Cheltenham, looks the danger. 


handicap - that would get rid 
of the no hopere,” the former 
jockey, now a trainer, said. 

■Tdfleshin would have been 
one of the favourites for the race 
and was a good winner of the 
Eider, yet he can't get into the 
race. It should be just an open 
handicap,” be added. 

Despite the withdrawal of Lo 
Stregone yesterday. Rough 
Quest, the favourite, actually 
eased in the market with the 
major bookmakers. He is now 
a top-priced 11-2 from 5-1, with 
Wiltiam HIIL That firm now has 
Superior Finish as the 11-2 
joint-favourite, from 7-1 and re- 

S ort a flood of money for that 
enny Pitman-trained horse 
since Richard Dunwoody was 
booked for the ride. 

■ The crowd at yesterday’s 
opening day of the Grand Na- 
tional meeting was 13,374, 
down 814 on last year's record 
first day attendance. 


AINTREE 




n m l MUMM M1LDMAY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) IdrPO 
<3 ~ LU I (Grade 2] £35000 added 3m If (AfHdmay) \r°~. 
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HYPERION 

24)0 Simply Dashing A20 Ttimpote 

2 J3S Sound Man (nb) 4£0 Golden Hefio 

3JU ADDINGTON BOY (nap) 5l20 Morgans Harbour 
3-45 Kerry Orchid 


AmraCNBCKOTPI&aForoUnffitf GteTHfeSillO-.- 
P- 3*121 AVRO ANSON (5) 0 P Ssirf M Csrreno d 11 7 . 


-BHvdnt 


13 


CC3F41 tffKBMT (25) (D) ID G A J 5 U 6 1 Haney 

3Ui TO PHAEAXEAR 07) g» Threaded Fassrere Lsfl D Ncncfar 6 11 6 ..R t toiwoody 

F3-1010 PlEASUHE SHARED (17) (D) (Tony Earai P Htttte S H 6 PCarbonv 

- -- . ■ ■ r ..i-n IT-.I in r He., nal H Pnn 7 n H 


3 FU-111 K1L Of TUUJ3W (78) (Lady KsreJ D Keosari 7 11 T . 


JIDeyer ^ 


re-iuiu totwaro acmncu vn '■“'■J ■ 1 ~~~ ~ . ~ 

12F13 SUPEJBOfl JB5K |30) (IQ ICfenan C Mena) M Pw 7 11 b_ 

111 TWNP0tE(41) (W WHMSey5 U 5 • 


-DBMdftMtar 


12315P LBOSTS 10TTO £16) (C) iCraOQs ifa^Ouh] J Mine ; 
12-3173 ACTTKEWAG(31J IRcbenCigieni AnrteBTisneD 7 U 4. 


Du "“*b « 213231 UNCLE KE9W 00) (D) CRchaP SattO J J 0™* 8 U6. 

..IVJa 1 "" **"* lllJ 


PMm 


JLSSndti 


■33,311? GOLDEN SPWttR 05) ISj Pfi? N Henfleron 9 11 4.. 


-PCarteny 


-MAHtzgeraid 
W! 


213231 UNCLE KEEMT (TO) W (JariiO bataj J J 0 

411115 WSt£VW0«^tl»(TreWWyCo<P3Wiggi4il%re«^P^6Ub^UBWI)B 
22022P WM tfJ) ME Stun) JOid 6116 Upton 


GOING: Good (all courses) - 

■ Two left -hand nurses. Grant) NnUcoaJ rlrrua Joi2S mfletanJ tiianguiar a ran- 

bi of almiMt Mnelve cprace and fir faiKcs, aevcnl wtih a sucp drop on the land- 

ing tide. MOrtmay rinaiU b J.25 miles round »itb convcuilona) ‘parV fenrea. 

■ KareaMme is ra-rtlxasl of cKy, one raQe from Oie M5T on the A59. Aintree rafhray 
station ("served by Liverpool Ujttv SI) ad)i>ina the noise. ADMISSION: Conroy Atone? 
Boof £20; County Stand Roof or reserved arot S20; Queen Uoiher Stand Roof or reserved 
scat S20; GlenUvei Stand 517; County Lawn Si 5; TaHeraaflaSS, CAB PASS: County S IS; 
Cermral&S. 


PF121F BB8ERT»CKMEBa5)(BF)iJH3SfmyM(VjBtman7 114. 

-7 <tod wad- 

BETTHG: S4 Hi 0« TBtoe, 3-1 Addnsan Boy, 7-2 Aberlbe Ubber, 6-1 Am Anson, 12-lGoid- 
0c Spianor, 14-1 Met Tbe 16-1 nadeo* U«ta 

1995: Bn*o 5 U DR CuwwCy 6-< (V Ppei 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 


0-52152 ROW (SI fD) iMb C ] Own! R BuS4ff 7 11 1. 

- 17 doctored - 


BETTMQ: 7-2 Ptaaear. 4-lTurapoto, 5-1 Superior AWc, 1S-2 FatdcrScy, 

1 ana Away, Buddmse Boy. Bottonaai Joe, 14-1 AHtonwHc, 16-1 Measure Sriarad, 20-1 otters 
1B95: Uo«BBns Haraow 6 11 4 p (* ww 6-lltAs M toaw 15 ran 




■ LEADING TBAINEKS WITH RUNNERS: D Nleboboo - 9 winners town 60 rennets 
give a success ratio of UUMandapraGlioASl kvd stake of SJLSOC N Twlsuar-Daslea 

- S winners, 40 runnea, 2tL0%. +50^8; R BaBey - 7 wfcmn. 24 runnrs. 291NP, J128; 
M Pipe — 7 w in ner*. 61 runners, 11.5%, -SI 550. 

■ LEADING JOCKE7& B Danwoody- 10 wins, 61 rides. 16.40k. *5 15,24; N WOUamsoB 

- 7 wini, 36 nde* 19.4H. ^4fi3; G Bradley - 6 abia. 24 ttia. 25 Mb +5CJ8; J Osborne 
-5 wins. 33 rides, 1520b, -SS 50. 

WINNBBS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS (BRITISH STA- 
B1£S): Off He Bra (3.45) has been ami 229 milca by Mrs S Bradtnroe from Uidytoak. 
File; Bleh fife {450*1 aent 227 rnflea by C "Wteetoo town CbRbfasfotd. Surrey. 


ACT THE WAG cojK ce the bet at Decent odds wrai 9# ground namg to his HNng. He kx*M 
a fair sort wnen seeing oft Berone at Newtxny m Nowemoer and just fated to g> «nri the 
stayers. Chief Ra^er and Do Rifjitfy. to me muo at letoester last ume- ras second run baca 
flora a La, -oft. This is a Sep up in dess, out the opposition have question marks against 
them. Avro Anwrn would lose these o«r nurdies artd hell never get a bettor dtance c» tand- 
mg a good prize o>«r fences wrm tnt ground In his favour. But his jumping isn't perfect as 
yet. Bacx *n January at Newcastle Avro Anson was bear of Atfcflngttn Boy when the latter 
came Oovm at the last Avro Anson is now 35 better oft. AdtSngjon Boy has since trotted 
up wrtft a tow u.-p&n in the Oeat Vortortre Kantfcap and he’s enotfw here sulterf by IBst 
pound. He 6 m win a real chance despite the penalty. H» Of TnSow was a late withdrawal 
from the Sun Amaioe Chase at Cnaftaiftam. His wins at this trip at Sandown and Asow were 
not wtdiour some dodgr lumpmg - ne was picked off toe floor to win at Sanoow - and thts 
fast pound may not be Meal Uy tom. Hotuner. he's a taternoO sort vntti every chance n a 
weatush race it he gets round without mishap. Jibber the Hbbef rumea his chance with 
some poor pynp/ng to me Came an at Cheltenham. His most impressive wm was gUned a 
Warwick where he wonted clear of Atf Shot and Chef feger. and this step up n tfisance 
after Dretienham may netp him. Golden Spinner also found the pace too not to the Cam- 
can and was putted up after tttundenng at the ttort last. He shouid appreciate this longer 
trip, though the fast ground cduM be a problem. Selection: ACT THE WAG 


FORM GUIDE 

TumpoJe connnes to impress, but this former Flat racer & faced wfffl a staler test sta- 
rttna after hs Newcastle nancbcap vnn fieri Sparky Gayte. The mnnet taker tooutstayTian- 
pole is Jenny Pitmar’s AMTHMEnc, who twxrtl haw won a W easier at NevnUury last nme 
but lor c touting the final three flights. Arithmetic had carter landed the market support at 
tecestef m doered fas/von flora What's tfrur Story, and this attended three miles Is ngra 
up Wv street. Qavortwuse is an nteresdnglorifrshot. His Blest showing at Doncaaer toohed 
too trad to be one atw bum fus mns haw bean notched on fasosh pound. He cenariy 
looked a nice son when Heating Buiena Bay at Uttmaief and mpfovemerit can be expect 
ed. Superior Utah has tmemssaa wth racem wns at Lnpield and Taunton In the mud. but 
BucMtonse Boy and Butteroqt Joe may net apprBCiaie thB teaer pourid after Cheitanham. 
Fatter Shy can easily be fancied on this surface, as can Wtetay Wonder, a roupi Ofitomer 
wnose tun came to an eno on unsurtaUe toft pound at Chepstow. Pharanear and Plaa- 


e Shared are others who could frd this ground a be too lively and. while Blaze Array 
s wen on fast gang, he doesn’t appeal as bang i* to this task. ! 


.Mtocttow ARITHMETIC 


4.50 


OODBMS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £17^00 added to 
states 2m 4f 


2j00 


KARTELL MERSEY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) 

£20000 added 2m 4f 

3lil VD8dCE(17) Itodef Limed) tti J Penan 5 11 11 WUamm 1 222'443- AS YOU ¥HSpM)<DPanwaniiJ Stoat 14 120 


3.45 


MAR7B1 POK HUNTER CHASE (CUSS 8} £2ft000| 
added 2m 6f (Grand National course) 


BBC2 


-MrD 


121520 


(IB) (Mis Jowre toirtsi 14 Pipe S 11 10 


60-2FW BARHA BOY 1 (15) (U) (Lynr. VIiHirii N herdaten E U 10 . 

32322V- SAmiDVDt(8U)(0SHdlMsMnMto)&US 


lARtganrid 

___J*?tv«n 


212 54F CA1L iff 6UGST (B9]m (Derek OCeeiR Peacock 6 11 6. 


Jiaqw 


B4-44Q0 ROeaitY LEA (1S1 Orremdae Ccnst Lnfl M Rar«ey 8 11 2 
000120 flOUJEN HE110 (4fi iG £ Shotkei r EastBftr 5 U 2 


.WUantoo 

-L Wjer 


mill SHU DASHNG (41) (CD) B»e Harrarord) T EastBby 5117- 

50F105 ASHWBL B0T (U) (A 5 S Rawg) P HcP0$5 113 

401320 BUS (R) (IB) (D) (T Loip J Join 7 11 3. 


5421 HOODS) HAWK (42) (D) (C M Hameri N Herdoson 5 11 3 . 

0-23124 JACK WHHBt (lfi) [Lady Hfltoi) D HOWson 7 11 3 

4-21314 TOM BH0DC (34) (BF) Met M W Bkd) J H Jcftnstto 6 11 3 . 


..... R tkaiwi w%r 

_0 Brartey 


515314 ESCAHIffWE (FT*) 05) (JlaierC Mercer) M Pipe 4112- 
14-2310 SBVS<SWED(U) DMBBesbrdi MPpe51012 . 


_ll AFtzgaraM 

A P McCoy 

P Carbeny 


P12F-2P BB0WH WOOStffi (13) (D) (CC Share! hjdS) Ate CSaudas 14 120 — MrBPodock 
R51/-R10 CLARE MAH (15) IM P Vtaremg N TwsayvDaees 6 12 0 Mr A! 


24PGOO MRMSiy (251) (Ucreei ffpety) WaeJ Aptfeby 7 12 0.. 
133m DARK DAWK (13) (Mis TV Nswoj Mol Sown 12 120 — 
P/OlU'l DHEa(23) J AC EdMKKj J EOKrtS 13120- 


Jtejor 0 a*ood 
ItoSi 


23331F WMCHBW CHANCE (19) (0) lArattny bAAtee) I ISO 6 10 12 — A P McCoy 

111115 MUSK0M (1871(D) (IV C&K0WP Mottos 7 1011. RDmtoedy 

W-WF IffiSWNOOO MUPIU (ID (D) ® G B^ptstt A J "iWison 9 10 9 Ltavey 


JrtT 


10 22-0210 TOPCBES (17) UK JfSnsdOi 6 10 7 

11 lfl-raoi 0UISET (34) (D) (Mam K*ip) M Hamxni a 10 4 . 


JlSSobb 


0 SWLtDlE(I5J(MJJe«aroiP0ci* 41)9120. 


_J*r Moore 


444434 RUB KNOWE (25) (D) IDaod Prochadi Dead PrioroJ 11 12 0 

rfWWl KW9 P0f IN IHomi Pen aAer 13 120. 


I A McCarthy 

00315 NDintBMOiAiaetMamieBUiylWiMrRanneittlAEAreonAlOS PMwn 


131411 M13ME DANCSt (24) (HM feyran) OStovtoM 4108- 


10 820P33- JUMBEAUP42) iWwiell Pannera PChamresU 120. 


—ItoDMtcbanl 
JkrNRIfltchefl 
MrCBonaar 


12 m&f UMBBA DAYS (77} (rimy TarioriAljnynMaadr 10102 . 

13 46225<i AHfSIIIOLE(13)(lVE£lurijJutd8101. 


Jib C Boonef (3) 
J RaMoo 


60 snCMcr MWK (USA) (in (PCwrapendl Pane 4108. 

-12l 


.JUdanp*i 


11 3535-23 KAUBA1M RAABLHt fB) tH MorSW R CtOSty 12 120 . 

12 2U'-313 KERRY OSCHD 05) (P Curing) E aGrad. (Wj 8 12 0 . 

13 AFU2-0 W H0ta& 09) ID EtiiaxAs/DNcreas 8 120. 


MrUCmtry 


_Mr P Foutoo 


14 U-3150 DOWN THE fBLL (44) (D) (BR U Hocaw jmernl i HatenJ Jchnson 7 ID 0 „P Carbeny 

15 4Q2246 NffflRJHM WWffJt (13) (Dl (Equmarrie Led D EdOr 9 10 0 Orris Webb (5) 

16 64HXWI RJCM LIFE |4Jjft.lB Susan G^jClWeon 6 100 B Raton (3) 

-16 declared - 


-JHrAGrifldi 


BDTVtt 10030 bariMeuca. 3-2 Shvff DashtaB U-2 Jack Tanner, 6-1 AWme Dancer, 8-1 Es- 
cretaSgae, 10-1 Hooded HmA. 12-1 Starr Stood, 18-1 otten 
1996: Ten*! 4 10 a C Swat 4-1 (l Pearce) 10 an 

FORM GUIDE 

Martin Pipe wen here yesteni^y with Cheltenham telure Trapc Hero, so there has to be hope 
for E5CARTERGKE foftowfog tftk four-year-oWs TronpO Hifxlla (ourtn to Paddy's Return. 
He px back Into the aiganent after some sloppy Jitoiptog but was finally beaten 14 lengths 
into fourth, f^tiy impressftre at UipteU oeforerwid. he has the faster pound to raercome. 
but tt«s tonger trip is KlaaL Indefanca hae it to do under a penalty for ha Supreme NtMces' 
success flora Wrnank*y and Castie StoaapL Pipe's norae 7>apc Hero beat those placed hors- 
es hoe yesterday so Improvement ootid also come front Asbwefl Bay, another also-ran in 
that fesa« race. »garded men as a pace none rather that a mud-stagger, Aumet Bey 
otxkd take off or this pound today and has an wira hak-roite. plus an 8fo pvril. to help in 
We bid u> make up me 17-ierph delWt wnh. todefonce- Sfomly DaaWnt missed CneBennarn 
but he has already beaten Jack Tannar whan coneed tag 9te so can be fancied to beat that 
mat again at a difference d oriy 4(b. A course winner m Nweraber cm fast pound. Simply 
Dashing, may again have the speed to beat Jack Tanner, who looked short erf pace when 
fourth to Untoende at the Festival. AMme Dancer has won troatosh races but toe sharp 
track looks made for urn, white Hooded Hawk ccuta soil oe anwheig after cniang home 
from poor rwals at Fakenham. The trip and pound w* 9i*t the vre«-f^3«ed Toro Brodto, 
wide Escaneft0te's staWemate SDvar Shred came lens on the scene to be sev enth to in- 
derfSnce A Chettenfam. Se lnctin n : ESCARTEF1QUE 


14 CV51P-51 Off TIC BSU (28) U0 Brattourei MreSBtsrtxroe 1112 0 . 


13 1616-12 ON THE OIHffl HAW (21H8F) (Rctoi £©»)) G RrJunB 13 12 D .... 

16 3WVP-1 OVER THE EDGE (21) (ChnsBorer Socrtxra S 5porocrE 10 12 0 

17 PR61-53 PROFESSOR UJMGHABt (35) Wiw lAs C Htoa 9 12 0 

18 U2.1P/3 QUCKRAPtM (29) (D G AteSr«3ni®n Hdvac Baberll 120 Capt D AkrvHrokay 

If) 3000-01 ROUJMGBAii(FI0 |27>(MsHJ OaneiSBradisna* 13 120_ Mr R Fort 


..JArMBnAuae 

Capt AOfidm 

JbS Sportwt 
MrRHkks 


20 212F-1F SHSHiEST pB) (CD) (BF) Ms JurtriM&tolW Warns 11 120.. 

21 34Fai-3 SR WOCTf tl3)'GW Briscoe) GBnscoe 13120 . 


.Hr AM 


22 041332 SONOfAQPSY (22) (M& B V.teGmj J Duteee 12 12 0.. 


JWC Stockton 
rPHetttey 


23 4444^1 SOUTHERN MKSIREL (29) [N domoeitar i N Ctonberian 13 120 MoClletcaBe 

24 4U4-1F 5TWERB0R0UGH LAD (29) (BF) rStevon Me) 5 Pie 10 12 0 JkSHrtcsbo 

25 ffili/fl TIC BBtD ODOTMEIL (15) '.Lady Sarah Bany) ftcrarfl Baitier 10 12 0 — MrTJ Baity 

26 5P-U24 THECOUNIRTTRADBI (206}(RacrigOubcfWaies)HLa« 10 12(L — . — ..-UrJMes 


235 


MUMM MELUNG CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 1) 
£75^000 added 2m 4f (Mfldmay cotffse) 


BBC2 


1OF0FB OOUUON {Iffl (CD) (H S St l>arfcni 0 Shanrood 9 11 1 


4-1FU21 HAJH0N DAVTS (FR) (18) (C tones) A Moora Orfi 7 11 10- 


. J A McCarthy 
F Woods 


111113 90UW WW 0^ p «F1 (Data ttoya)E0Ga^(W) 81110- 


JtOovaoQl 


1-43112 VMNG RMRff Pfi) ^0) (Reach foodi Uffmed) D fWobrai 9 11 10 A P McCoy 

-4riecteratf- 

BETTDttt 13-8 Soood Men. 7-4 Rtebro Drois. »4 VBdag R^sblp, 1S-1 Coulton. 

199S Wwg Raesftp 6 U 10 4 Ma04re 5-2 O fWtoisoni fl tan 
FWM GUIDE 

The viewer at the MomiaGnantplan Chase at Cheltenham has a £pod record m tins men 
and KLAlRDN DAW couta just be the vaue bet today even d au Ws wns hare been n the 
mud. 7he Artie wmrw from Sound Man toe prevtous season. Mam DbvB outstayed Vtdng 
FlaesMp for a fire-lehgth wto 16 days ago with Sound Man a further lengm back in thro 
and Cocfton always uartn g m me roar. Couson s tar from betag a noftcoer after that con- 
fidenee booster folicutng two fads. He vrt rove the last pound and runs here instead of try- 
mg to repeat Iris handicap win In the two-rnfler at this fiaure 12 months apr. The way klairon 
Davis won at Cheltenham suggests he'O mash ma tongerjoteney and Sound Man ana Vttuhg 
Flaffhlp wrt Iwe tojump bener than at Chaftenham to beat him. Vfcrg ftaeship confirmed 
Chmtettoam form v*h Deep Sensaoon « typically »me faSnon m this last year. His rump- 
a CheftErfon fet him down tote >«r w«h coetiy errors at t»« o( the final three fences, 
and tote ground couk) prove too fast for him. The sharp course wrt sat Sound Man, but he 
blundered aroteta Cheltenham a forouff* ago end, write he has wmntafi form at this type 
of tfctance, Klabon Davis should agar hare rite measure. Selection: KLAIRON DAWS 


77 P021-C6 ULL9WATER (IS) (ftrip D Brougtanii Mss Gitan A RugeD 10 12 0 Sflss S Ruaal 

BOTOki 6-1 Iteny Orchid, S-lOa The Other Hnd, 7«1 ReBag BaB. Sheer JesL 10-1 Bmvn Wind- 
•or, Soethem Mtaetael, Over The Edge, 12-1 (rites 
19B5: Sheer test 10 12 0 Mr A Ha frl W J Usnrwsi 26 ran 
FORM GlflDE 

SHSR JEST won me race last year ana appeals as bemg a safer probosioon toon me for 
mer Sun Aftance Cnese wmner Roiing Batt. It was a close thing 12 months ago with Sheer 
Jest renewing nte effort from the final fence to beat Brown Windsor a length wto Dark 
Dawn fadrg after being r flora a lather two lengths back m tftird, and On The Other Hand 
beaten 12 lengths no Wto. Sneer Jest looks just as goed this season and woOd have won 
at Oorkaster last time (a race ne landed 12 montfts agpi but for faftng nre out Rofong Bad 
was getting plenty of *e&n when staying dear erf Double Slfc at Warwick fpir weete ago. 
The performance ^ter trie (ay-orf cannot be footed, but he's now on foster grooid end could 
gp cfl at false odds Hi tote more compeuore affair. Kerry Orchid made mistakes when thhd 
to Elegant Lora In toeChefreatiam Fcamnters. He won at Fair)house beforehand when trad 
n Winkers and there Is no evidence he wants this faster grooid. Clara Man was seventh 
at Cheltenham alter ptaywg a prominent pan untf toetopofttentf. Herfdittafine siyte 
at Hayoock agates inferior mats toe nme before and today’s shorter too puts him in toe pic- 
ture. Syndefboroitgb Lad has his fewoed ffmnd. He feu aitoe fast at Nottingham lan 
time m toe race won by Southern Minstrel with Qirick Rapor staying on in tfwt) \rf»n 15 
lengths imo thud. 5ynt»<t»ra«fi Lad must go on toe short list, while Quick Rapor may oke 
more interest today <n nte firet-trme DUntore. Selection; SHEER JEST 


Unborn weghc Jft*. True haraAso M^nts; Down Trie FeJ Sst 126. Mxffwtn Ubnder 9a 116. tech 

Ufc8* ns. 

BETTING: u-2 Top Ceo, 6-1 OubeL 7-1 Bama Boy, 8-1 Honchoon Chance, 10-1 Can My Gout, 
Gotten HtCo, Marina, M-l Arfer Mole. Roberty lee, SaUn lover, Soteab, 16-1 often 
1995: Sowe » 6 11 0 S Mdtedl 1M (A Trenelft 22 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

BARNA BOY would have tested Tran^oi and company at Cheftenham out for an unto^rjump 
at the final fhgn. Beaten three and a half lengths mto fourth, he has a foie chance to gar 
a deserved win on ground he likes. Sohrab made misJeVes when finishing 12to at Chel- 
terinam and this siafoce mar count against run, while Roberty ttea lUto) also needs to 
improve. Maty RtMHey also runs SaUn Lover, an interesting Son after a run on toe Flat at 
Doncaster last week. Top Ceee ran like a non-stayer behnw Great Easetry at Cheltenham 
13m 2ft and this shorter trip <g more nte mark. He won a Chester Cup so should like these 
turns and he's we# hanaeapped on fas latest WBfteroy win. Huncrieon Chance, an early 
(after whan favounte at Naas recently, had previously won at Falryhouse with Tony McCoy 
ip. Also, tvs snowng agarut New Co itrvrd at Chefterrfuml at Gowtan gives mm a similar 
ettanoe to Bama Boy at toa weights. Solectron: BARNA BOY 


5.20 


PERRIER JOUET HANDKAP CHASE (CLASS B) £15(000 added 
3m 31 (Mfldmay course) 

W64-P1 M5)ffD^iifattn(nlTix]tn;NHsnifeim911lO-.. — MAFtU&reU 


12111-3 MORGANS HAHBOtftt (1391 (BF) IP C W Owem Mrs M feveiey 10 11 8 PlOen 

251100 BJIESBGBSIlMitMfyelbcrfCltiUhpe? 11 4 _.__._DflHi&Wter 


11212-0 TMMNTBADEMNM D3) (Dj (Madman WU G tediatas 9 11 3 9Han9og(3] 

2/ 32146 5IN0NG KSNCttE (17) (Dr O B A SA) k Batey 9 11 3 .TlMnrj>l»a) 

F-F3UU3 AIL FOR UCft (7) (C) [BFJ ® I Crag) M F^ie 11 1) 0 MbWar 

PV-iUP »POI PACTS |B3) (D; U S Mudari) J FicGaaU 20 11 D M Dwyer 


2-PJOOO COKDMV BOfr (27) (D) ($ D hemsaxk) Mis 1 Poman U ID 9.. 

■ RdMtewd- 


..WKantoii 


4^0 


BELLE EPOQUESEFTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS [mKo 
A) (Grade l)£25ft00 added 3m 110yds 1°°^^ 


1 003411 

2 3101 

3 P21145 

4 212510 

5 61-0410 
fi 2-1112S 
T P«JP10 
8 21-3220 


ARnWETIC P7) fttober. & Bnawh Hwftnsi Mis i fttman 6 11 6 
BLAZE AWAIT (USA) 07) IPIW Menon) I BaMmg 5 11 6 


Wl 

-GBnoay 

BUCKHOUSE BOT 118) (Ihfe Bairtry B^sj N Twstm-Dwes 6 11 6 Tterto 

BUTTHtCtlP TOE (IS) C F Faery D Nchrtson 6 11 6 APUcCoy 

CtAtBtHOUSE pS) ^T) (Mrs Praer Ctxoecj J FcGaaid 7 116 H Dwyer 


F*nCRSKY(SS)flF)(fl®te®fi«oiraeiBl£iS«ni«id5118 . 


JAMcCarffty 


LORD OF THE WEST (13) (Bf) lAnne Duches of Wesrranster) J J OTtel 7 11 6- A Roche 
Conan- nCKETtffi) (At* Raw* rilfi i MAFfogsate 


BETTWG: 1X4 Morgans Harbour, 7-2 PnSto, 5-1 Al For Un*. 11-2 Strong Mwfcfne, 7-1 Ttetn 
Trattarindi. 9-1 EBto Heg, 10-1 Wgfi Padre, 12-1 Crdunoy Boy. 

1995: Ftashdiecash 9 10 3 J Osborne 9-2 (C Egwwt 13 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

MORGANS HARBOUR d taken to ww» thte despite a lengtoy absence. A jet as effective over 
fences and bunJfcs, he stays vret and totes fast pound. He was Jura-game when beating 
Jack Button over turtles at the fixture last year end has a history of winning when fresh. Aft 
For Luck, who, according io Philip Fentor was gang I9>e a winner when faffing four an to 
toe Wm Mar at Cneketmam. has since run over a shc« trip at Newbuiy when tort to Around 
The Horn. Strong Medktae ha* to ron a good race on hte favoured fast ground with the m- 
form claimer Timmy Murphy taking off 3ib. He vwsbrougit down at nail -way in toe Mm Mur 
at Cheltenham. Cokenrry Boy lumps beer on to& type of surface and mis Cheltenham and 
Ascot winner last season mxrfd probably hav beater Act Of ParUament at Worcester m No- 
vember but for a bhjnoer three out. High Padre is a smtar type to Morgans Harbour witn 
toe Sconwt Naocral a kkeiy targm. He has gpre w*> 7to for toe four-irvfer wwiftom Mr Flana- 
gar at Hayd«* fa December and ran tram out toe handicap when pifled up to toe Mita- 
mayXazalei at Sandown. Pashto has come off worst with the raising of the negus, but 
me fast ground Bres him hope after a iMncantrar win from Laity’s Lore. He has always had 
plenty of pace, out trie wei#u may beat him. Selection: MORGANS HARBOUR 


3*20 


STANLEY THOMPSON HUNTER CHASE 


(CLASS H) £2J50 added 3m 3f 




HYPERION 

2- 10 GotdMra 245 Superhoo 3-20 hreagh Lad 

3- 55 Weaver George 4^30 Houghton 5 j 00 Camp- 

tosamus 


2443P0- BOSESf OteBi (347}(CD) DHarrsot 12 1! 9 JteTMorriwi (71 

Sllf-f fWAt,HOPE(7)RTafe8ll9 Mrs (7) 

OPOP-35 RSH QUAY (13) A%s h Lamb 13 11 9 tBnSUarf>(7) 

/P12/P1- NEAOH LAD 051) |C0) l&awwy 10 119 — MrM'Ritty® 


GOING; Good to Finn. 

■ Left-hand, undulating course. Easy fences and long run-in on 
chase course oT 500yds. 

M Racecourse Is less than a mDc sou to- west of town nearjtmc- 
tlon of A689 and A 177. Bus service from Stockton railway sta- 
tion (9 miles awayj or Durham raihray station (12 mflea awayl. 
ADMISSION: Haddock IS (OAPs £4); Course £2. CAB 
FABEtFYee. 


U2-P4 POUtlCO POT (2S) C f^dott 9 11 9 MrSWNfater(7) 

6 0 ?KM QUAYSBE COTTAGE (6631 B Marty 8 11 9 Jte N WKaa R 

7 UV3R <JlffifSO*«iW(7Z7)ifeW Mrremi 9JfrOriil»an(7) 

S FS-044U IBSW DEE (21) (BF) V Tfwrtsa’ 7 11 9_lte M Thon^san (31 
9 W MMSDWT (29) Plan* 10 U 9 JfrXHtetaniS} 

-Bdccterad- 

BEnW&2J.MHopey 5-2 heagb Late MO^ystae Cottage B-lPdBtk 
CO Pot, 10-1 Boraen Own, 12-1 Ffeb Quay, 14-1 other! 


3-55 


SEDGEFIELD CHAMPION NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5500 added 2m UOyds 


WWNEgS W THE LAST SBVSh DATS: Outside Cottage 1X30) 
woo at Wabertry no Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE KUNNKBS: Vh4o» OT Light (2.10 )mw22J 
th.w from H Ofiva's Dbdon stable in Gtoucestershire; Btovni A 
Fuse (2.10) sew 20h miles frm i Upson's Adstone Stable in 
Norilianiptonahire. 


r^irt] NOVICE SELLING VTCAP HURDLE (CLASS 

Z “ LU G> £2A50 added 2m Sf llPyrfs 

520-6C6 amMOORE (B9) P^BimtSU 10 BGrattan(7) 

Q205C6 HfttVIP SATBUTE (1^ Me S 5 11 7 _E Cwlsgun S| 

0-25000 JONABIffiS) Ms E Slack 6 11 3 iDavtdaon(7) 

444460 OASHHAR (41) J S Moore 9 11 3 Nt 


232111 SOLBA (USA) (10) (C) C Pan*r 7 12 0 . 


-B Storey 


FF21T2 WGmCQO (22)(1B M Hammona 8 11 9 Jt Supple 

415-251 SALMAN (USA) (132) (D) i*S VlflUrd 1011 8 D Parian 

4 tom WEAVEBtSW£2f24)(q JHe5ens6US MBreonau 

DS0660 BffiJHlUS (USA) (105) Fvttaton 7 112 TReed 

WfP-P CARDMAL SOWER (4) J Wade 7 11 2 KJenaa 

CriT COOIRENT B3) v Thomsen 7 11 3 Jtr M Tboraptoo 

0&6604 6USWl(7)RCn®8112 NSmBi 


06-5563 QUARTZ MU. (USA) CUE) 0 lamb T 11 2 — 
053223 Rffl&KWQODJMBan6s6U2 . 


2/P05 WELL BANK (24) H AfeenSSr 9 112 . 


I creed 


23IWP OVER THE ISLAND (31) ) H Wntai 3 IO 11 
13 1*9-393 BUJ TENDal (24) M IV Taswfa 5 10 & 

BETTWG: 7-4 Sdba, 7-a Weaver Oeorge, 9-2 Pa^tecdo. 6-1 Sateen, 
8-1 Rebel Ktag. 16-1 Guter-A. 25-1 stteta 


05-004 SStSO PI) JWanw9<5112 . 


-PN6d0ey 


060600 NHIBHfONlAD {13} 1 Pates 7110 R McCarty (7) 

00-4022 W mi O i SBlE LAD (31) MraSffigln 6 10 13 -JWBrtBoa 

095005 CHARUSJMNA {127J 1 Dottt 5 Hi 23 RWwtJBnast 

PQPP-3F DOffTTHl Wff (31) MtoM 10 13 , 

ID 506631 SUWWAHlS£MJUa'M)520a3 S! 

U 6-32230 0OLMaet69)WlkvHg6lO9 DPartarO) 

12 344500 T0WSffaW6S{a0)TDwr81Ci8 -B Store, 

006002 CUWSI 6HL (2Q B Bam 5 10 6 MrKWbetont 


430 


REG AND RIDLEY LAMS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5500 added 2m Sf 


0P60U6 VtSlONOF UEHT (7) H OkerS 103 

S0R6F PSnrnr(23)HNeankr7100 
000 MRAYIAR (1211 W Storey 4 100 


FiaabyO) 

r »fc ia« wi 

PGP ASPHTtlffi g<) Ha M (tecta, 4 100 JlrM H A hiff i fnn (7) 

60000 KWD PRINCE (34) Stems 4 100 MjPtt*wy(7) 

-lSderiaied- 


3U2432 HOUGHTON (3t6 (CD) JHJonrecn 10 120 -M Forfar 

42113-5 P0PESHALL(33)(£D)Hs5W*3r7Scr)913 12.Jtaabyf3) 

4404P5 B0ARDW6 SCHOOL (21) C Pari«r 9 11 5 B Storey 

431 613 TMN SKfES (11) [Q J Tuner 7 11 4 WFiy 


63-J03P PQsntVEACn0N(U)(qMBemesl0U4 TReed 

F7-00P5 SON OF BBS (24) (CO) MtsMHMeySll 1 H Smith 

44/320 f MASTER SALESMAN (665) Mrs VWanll3 102 J) Parirer (3) 
21421F BnACRAOKUQ (BF))Btftn9100 LtTHara 


AUrwn wage: Ida. True hanrttap wdffts: Petty « 9s 136. toarfir as 
130 Just flyfc Sri 12h «ra P*ea Sbt S®. 

BEnwa: 7-a Btoua A Rree. M Seeso. 7-1 WtoeWde Ud. 8-1 Eoby- 

nme. tamer Ori, 10-1 Bofctabe, 12-1 ottara 


PPI2F RUWSftS HAM) (59( 6 etem 9 10 0 Mr K Whefan (5) 

20-3F4P LAUB&0(lflfl(C)DL3nS>12100 AMare»n(7) 

U 24R343 ANOTHER RED f«3) (CWIVtewS 100 B Grattan (71 

12 35-3400 BAD TRADE (86) D Alder 24 100 DBartttey 

-12 declared - 

Afmraan 10R. True hareftap eelgis: BtooacA Se 12*. Farmers 
Hand 9sr 7ft. LArtH) 93 4fe Anothre Red SW 3#>. Bat? Trade fist lift. 
BETTING 11-4 Hoqtedon, 9-2 BRaoetk, 6-1 tenner's Hand, 7-1 "Mi State, 
B-l Boartftsg School, Son Of. ate, 14-1 Porttoe Adioa, 16-1 otliora 


2AS 


JDW JOYCE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3^750 added 2m If 




JUMP INTO SPRWG W NOVICE HWBXE 
(CLASS E) £3fi0Q added 2m If 


3024IP £WWNa«XOr<7S)lf«tor9U10 AirCttftat 

P^6P433 GLSRX3E p3) (CD) & U Metre 5 11 10 NBanttay 

KSOQU GTMOBWSOWSJWWmGtetaesBllS-HMBdey 
2337363 AW tSSAM VWUD DO pfo (CO) PBra«rt 7 U6J»&Pple 

02310 LATIN LEADS TO C Parte flI5 DParittrR 

4-10320 B®rriUS«(76)JQu»T:?U3__ E CaM ff rim g 

051154 ■B£5BDEHfti}feWE»“*w J 4iia IDriscoB 


223 AUAS CHUBB (21Q (BF) Us S Srmi S 11 2 .FBcbred Geest 

543640 CAHBnOSAUWS (109) D Aider T 112 U Parte* (3) 

P4 MCX THE BBLllA^J Wade5 U2 KJonas 

P-2R044 WMOrtffl) Meames6112 P Wt gg it t 


00-6 !RANSCEM>anAL{23)iQwr6112. 
MFP 7U8SAL OK 7 Curnely 7 12 2.. 


JIKDmb 


25000 sre«0OWpl)RC«a®5110. 
231060 CANBD LAD (23) (CD) FSmre' 9 10 5. 


ssum 


zntnu crewer iw -w 

012RJP CADEAUXMB*®E(B^Deres9aSftS 103.-FLaafcr(SJ 
OOPS 901ANTB3 COTTA8E M M Hsirncnd 4 10 0 J CaAaCae 
• llrfrtM- 

snttt *■! M Enebaatod Cattega, Aqr Dream Wrote I Do, 

6-1 Bfoy, MtiuMifer. 8-1 Superfwo, 12-2 l*h leader, IB-ltXbea 


PACO DEAR Buy (31) 1 SmbS 8 10 11 
0 W» LOGOS [385) D Wcr, 6 10 11 


3 Storey 


Jf* N Vribon 


0005 XAHIE (44) G M Metre 4 10 8 


20630 lAsj BOW 4108 

P0 OUHSaU<13)GKd!4103. 


,£ thfcigirn g) 

JArPMumvff) 


PP FWaFEELtoGSUDJWarvc^*-- 103 MrK&een 

-iZtfecfaretf- 

BETIWG: 7-2 Xafoeta, 9-2 Ate» 0««>, 5-1 Canptotenm. Dare EmDy. 
7-2 NJeay. B-l TMBScsndeifof, l^Logaat, lb-1 rttes 


LUDLOW 


16 RWOOO AMMNERS C01C (271 C Stoad 6 100 . 

17 0Q&P4 SCEPDCAL (13) I Gtva 8 10 0 


..SHogaag) 
-TEJcy 


HYPERION 

245 Mlm-Lou-And 2^0 Too Sharp 325 Poly 
Screen 4.00 Monks Jay 4.35 Foxgrove 505 
Gunner Sid 5.35 Flexwing 


18 a«B0-F PLEASURE CRUSE (234) JCress’-ct 6 200.. J)Ma»ay (5) 
-lSttedared- 

Mrmun leige: 10 a Ineanstsp negK Stated as Jib. Piww DiartelSt 

BETTING: 7-2 UarisB SpbtL, S-l Rutland Gate. S-lCaraeft Steptoe, 8-1 
North Bsnotrter. 20-1 Rhertrank Rose. 12-1 ottws 


GOING: Good. 

■ Right-hand coiffso. Cha«- omne /harper than hunllt* axese. 
■CourwlsNWofiowrrtlAia.UaiflowsannniHcrefoiii-Shn'w^- 
bn^lute.) 2m. AMCSS30N: CSubSl 4 laoKoqanied unrtrt-l&» free); 
Tanprafls SB: Course S&. CAS PASS: Flee. 


4.00 


ORLETON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4500 added 2m Af 


SIS 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Boy Bey i i 1 6) A Charily Crusader 
I.^E51scnt 199 imfelirao Mrs MRevri^aLmsdrie sable in demand. 


&-W4S3 NEVADA GOLD (20) (DJ r 'ranlfly 10120 ATlmnloa 

3-2ZU5 EARUf DRMKER pO) 0 SneRKoa 8 11 6 SMdteffl 

3F006? BUR BROIHSt 18) G Baking 10 11 2 A Tory 


506-464 UmE TOM CLD7HD)J Kaflllll.... 
0U3522- HOWKIU. (384) Capt T FbcsXf 10 110. 


J R KarenaO) 
SWymo 


F46512 MtMKS JAY (13) |C) (W) 0 Thomer 7 10 6 .Mr J Culaty (5) 
4P 2063 PBGMARINE (USA) (13) A Ittaknn 13 10 OG Hogan (3) 

mm CLOWN AROUND (Id) i Huabv 8 10 0 JfStenrt 

-8 declared - 


BE77W6: 9-4 Earty Drinker, 5-2 Nevada Gold, 7-2 Monks lay. 6-1 (Ms 
Tea. 7-1 Kow^l. 8-1 Pconafoe. 12-1 othsra 


9?el LEWTHALL HURDLE (CLASS E) ESfiOO 
■rSU added 4VO 2m 


4051 MIM-LDU-AM) (9) (CD) Uss H Kn^Jir 11 4 — Mr J Cdety 

AL200M0 J Gorer ID 12 TS Bf 


GREETE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E> £4v200 added 3m 

403212 VEHTVEL (CZE) (J3] J M Bradley 5 U 10 R Forrant 


4.35 


PP BOE OUR THE (USA) (9) Graeme Roe 10 32 .ntonphreyt 
BKADMcCarfil012 Dl 


nW«SLADWOaylOl2. 


fLewteffi 


0045 MOU CHARMING (7) W Mur 10 12. 

0 KAMEHMG (FH) (4S) ft (Mon 10 12 . 

05544 KETCMCAN (22) S Xn£l 10 12 ABwittrth 

0 mesr Norm 031 Glhaner 1012. ATbmton 


2232 30 P0PPEA (76) 7 Sjrs®- ■ 12 S_ 


.5 Hyena 


06 PftWCEOFaWJESUB) TJcrtnlOi: . 

ce ROy B07 j® Ms M ftetfey 10 22 

00 TANGO MAN (31) R ftce 10 12 , 


-JLoddre 


..8CMIR 


PP-MPP StLVSl H£ (USA) llfi) J B0» 10 11 5 

262363 OH SO HANDY 032) ft daw, 8 10 U DWefahi 

WOT FOXGROVE llfi) R ffiioe 10 10 7 JOeeEJ JnHa(7) 

Sr425 DUSWrH0WRffl)LfcsHkn#tt7lO7 MrlCtAoty (5) 

PCS PHAB1AIR (20) P Hnbte 6 10 6 GTenneyBl 

2STU0 C¥AI ARCTIC (9) Vjsepnce9J06 UrHirtaai 

Qt) SWEET B9J (43) Mitt M Jcntt 11 10 0 D Byrne 

-9dedared- 


JRXaona^ 


PCO WOODLANDS LAD TOO (B) P PnBJirt 10 12 BBrrfkuni 

P UZAPET US) PPr4Ehan) 107 MStamtt 

U TAP OfiTOOral (BQ 1 Wafi ID 7 R Maury (5) 


Mrrmtim netgic ICsl True nanOcap we^hc Sw«r Sen 9a 6e 
BETTING; 2-1 Verynrf. 3-1 Ob So Handy, 5-1 Dusky Rovw, 7-1 Popp**. 
8-1 SherAge, Phtaater, 10-1 Ftagme, 14-1 otters 


-15dadaiM- 

BEJTO6: 9-4 kBro-Lo^And, 3-1 Roy Boy, 9-2 M0rfy Chambig 8-1 Ketdii- 
ean. 12-1 Prtoce erf Spadea, 1S-1 Atowno, 25-1 ottere 


5J05 


2.50 


MIDDLETON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4)200 added 2m 4f 


12474F HBSEN7BUCHINAN(ll))Prificreas613 9JfoJCHtofy(B) 

232-OF BOLD D0IMM (B|T Forasr 611 2 S Wynne 

PfV HARROW WAY (764)1 We«i 6 11 2 SMtfkHB 


4 PA>6V0 MASTER MURPHV 129) C&wd 7112. 


-RFanaot 


F45^d 6 MGHmNCT (S3) Ms Alttxrdnw 9 112 — J A McCarthy 
15604) PLADD LAD (18) N Beny 9 11 2 M Bosley 


1P10-33 TOO SHARP (24) UssH Kn^t 8 10 11 . 

-7<Jeolored- 


IFTMey 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 


INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (Drv n £LS00 added 2m 

BSyaDCE^fton 5 124 I A McCarthy 

60 EQUHOKpO)Ur,K1Jares5114 _ — D^fhM 


85 GUNMSS»|3C0BPre«e5114. 
KITE ROUGH D Hausen 5 U4 . 


.-Greylffna 


-R Maawy 15) 

00 0PnMBnCAFRIR(71) AStrerar 511 4 T Boy 

5SSRA NEVADA P HaicDs 5 11 4 St Gritotba (7) 


S0PWES DREAM J M BraOey 5 11 4 . . 
REPARTEE Ms H Vngt 5 10 15 ., 


..Goy Lovris (3) 


ALL SEWN UP (8) R Baler 4 TO 10 . . 


-OFRyaapI 
~D Leehy 


BEITIN& 6-4 Toe Sharp, 3-1 Bdd Dafabto, 9-2 Herbert Bedmeaii. 8-1 
NgM Fancy. 10-1 Ptertd Lad, 14-1 Master Murphy. 25-1 Harrow Way 

| " te 0 e l WHTTTON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 5f 110yds 


BAmtWl!AIE0C)SSwiiafi»4 10 WJtr R 7hamton f7) 

STOWE CHAIT F YatSe* 4 10 10 A Thornton 

CO BAV FAR (7) J Btwey 4 10 5 Pate Thea*aoo (7) 

- 12 dectared- 


BETTIN& 114 to The Rough, 7-2 Repartee. 6-1 Sierra Nevada, 8-1 Bay 
Fair. Guinor Sid, 10-1 Sop Wes Dream. 14-1 In The Rough, 16-1 others 


4322P-3 
01«J0 
10002 
ACS 
425000 

aw 

PO-O 

8 U566AO 

9 t-ura 

10 P30-355 

11 500 

12 4&00& 

13 X300P47 

14 RPR 11 

15 50FPR5 


BUIUND GAIE (NO (153)GBaafog911 13 — Rl 

WVKBERC (37) T Fttasr 5 11 12 SWJrioa 

COXWHLSTB>TOE(23) WssHhr^t6U9 jrTBtey 

CKAJBIV CRUSaam CBI Us M Rewty 5 13. 8.6 CaMR (51 

ROMAUTO (22) M BanshaB b U 4 -SMcNc* 

POLY SCRSN (13) CSrn8> 5 11 2 A CM* (7) 


5.35 


INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (DtV II) £1^00 added 2m 
ARCTKTTnUMPHM8radsfflCk5ll4 PMtey 


GO fflOUC (41) tfcs C Phi!** 8 U 1. 


.jtTbaratae 


RSJUtauDtfMJJ Peacock 7 111 -RBetaroy 

MARTEU 5ffoBT (NZ) 116) P hctOJ SUP Q Tansy (3) 

CAPTAIN CIS (3^ R Curas & 10 12 DWs«i(S) 

YOONfi OJOCY (S) J AlediiSI 5 10 11 IU*ct 


(BVBSAMROSE (23) VI CBy 5 10 11 BayL«rte{3) 

SPUBSH BLAZE (897) tts U tees 81010 OBma 

NORTH BAfKBI® (2S) T Molaen S 108_I R KaMn0i 
IH«0CAR0LME(27}MTsia8102 ^tenant 


0 FQLUNJ BECU1 (154) DMsCan 6 Ut.... D McCain 

KN6SUW TAVERNER 0 Shw-waf 5 11 4 _0 TTmas m 

MR B01ANG18S h RaiFy 5 11 4 ATbomtnn 

PHARDAIfflrS WAY D IWftetton 5 13 4 A Money {5} 

30- FLEXWWQ (3981 T HoBanoMeron 3 10 13 ) R KaModi 

OBEY DANTE S Bmttsro* 5 10 13 Mr R Thornton 0) 

Hitt FOR ADVENTURE Mat H lings 5 10 13 .£ F Ryan (9 
0 QUBHMVS 134) OThamerJ 10 10. . _.Qan»Ttemai (7) 

SEtOf vfllS J Peasock 4 10 10 ^JJBalbciy 

0 MOLLKSUlERS(69) JCrasswiA 105 GTorueyO) 

- 11 declare if - 


BErrutG: saasted For Adventwa, 3-1 Phartante*s Way, *a KkBstedTew 
erocr. 5-1 MrSaJatfe*. 5-1 Mode Bit rs. 10-lfieninft 1M ethers 
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Star made by the 10 wise men 


If Mark Chaloner wins the 
World Squash Championships 
- and many people are saying 
that it is not a matter or if. but 
when - his victory speech is like- 
ly to take quite some time. 

It is not that Cbaloncr. who 
takes part in the British Open, 
which starts on Monday at the 
Cardiff Institute of Sport, is 
naturally garrulous. But his list 
of credits (“I would particularly 
like to thank. . .") is substantially 
more than mum and dad. 
Those who know him well say 
that Cbaloncr will certainly 
give full credit to the 10 wise 
men. 

Chaloner, 23, has shot into 
squash's elite Easter than a Jan* 
sher Khan forehand. In 1994, he 
was rated 53 in the world and 
only 15th in the United King- 
dom. He had a reputation as a 
talented player hut one who 
seemed unable to handle pres- 
sure on key points. 

New he is ninth in the world 
and the UK's No 2: fitter, 
stronger and with a killer touch. 
The secret? A unique I for 
squash, anyway} support team 
of coach, psychologist, masseur, 
marketing consultant physio- 


therapist, sports scientist, busi- 
ness adviser, racket sponsor, fi- 
nancial adviser and personal 
sponsor. He is the star who saw 
the 10 wise men. 

The man who turned Mark 
ChaJoner, squash player, into 
Mark Chaloner Ltd is h is man- 
ager and coach, John Milton, 
‘'ll all started when Mark was 
IS. 1 was coaching the Herts ju- 
niors at the lime. He came to 
see me and said: ‘I want to turn 
professional: what do I do?" I 
didn't know.” 

Unfettered by traditional 
thinking. Milton talked to lots 
of people, from Steve Ovett'S 

coach. Harry Wilson, ro the 
former squash world champi- 
on Jonah Barrington. But his 
real inspiration came from 
football. “I realised it is basi- 
cally business. However tal- 
ented a person, he can’t 
manage every aspect. You 
have to find the right person, 
someone with special skills 
but in tune with you.” Basic 
stuff, perhaps, but for squash 
it was revolutionary. 

Milton sought four key peo- 
ple: a psychologist: a physio; a 
masseur, and a scientist. It 



KEITH ELUOTT 


at large 

took nearly four years to find 
the right combination. Now 
the formula has added extra in- 
gredients. Milton has rein- 
forced the team and set up 
Prospects Squash Manage- 
ment, which aims to give the 
same specialist approach to 
other rising stars. 

It is a business, and the play- 
ers are the product. “For ex- 
ample. we set targets for Mark 
to achieve. And like any busi- 
ness, everything doesn't always 
go right. He had some good re- 
sults between IS and 21 but 
never really showed the kind of 
form consistently that he has 
achieved in the past 12 
months.” 


At one stage. Chaloner came 
close to giving up, but as Mil- 
ton moulded his team togeth- 
er, his theory turned into 
practice. Chaloner suddenly 
came good. He won the British 
Under-23 Championships in 
1994, and has not looked back. 
“There are aspects of his game 
that he needs to work on, but 
1 am certain that he will apply 
himself to them and he has the 
willpower to get through," Mil- 
ton said. 

It might appear that sports 
psychologist Alfred Jones, from 
Horsham, Surrey, had finished 
his work now that Mark has 
overcome his own mental bar- 
riers. Under his influence, 
Chaloner has risen from 87th 
in the world to ninth. But 
Jones says a new set of chal- 
lenges face their protege. “The 
difference between a very good 
player and a champion is that 
the champion wins when he is 
not playing well.” 

Many potentially great play- 
ers do not succeed because ex- 
ternal problems, mainly money, 
affect their concentration 
worse than someone with hic- 
cups at a snooker final. Milton 


has surrounded Chaloner with 
people to remove these worries. 

For example, Grays supplies 
his equipment while ICL gives 
him support on travelling, a re- 
tainer and an achievement 
bonus. Norman Elliott, the di- 
rector of finance for ICL Sor- 
bus Europe, first saw Chaloner 
os a junior player in the Herts 
League. “It was dear he was go- 
ing places, but just as important 
to us was the way he handled 
himself. He was the sort of per- 
son we wanted to be associat- 
ed with.” 

These sentiments are echoed 
by Richard Gray, marketing 
manager for Grays of Cam- 
bridge. “Mark plays a bey rolein 
adapting our range of rackets.'’ 

Chaloner could earn as 
much as £50,000 this year if be 
continues to progress. That 
may be shoelace sponsorship 
for tennis professionals but it 
is pretty good money for a 
squash player. 

A financial adviser, Ray Mil- 
sled, is guiding him through 
these years of relative poverty 
(Chaloner earned less than 
£18,000 last year), but ensuring 
the money is wisely invested if 


he joins the big earners and, 
with a relatively short earning 
span, it is important that 
Chaloners potential is max- 
imised- That is the job of man- 
agement consultant Andy 
Mawson. Marketing Mark, 
meanwhile, is down to Mike 
Osborne. 

Ed Winter, who is responsi- 
ble for exercise physiology at 
Bedford University, assesses 
Chaloner’s strengths and weak- 
nesses about four times a year. 
“He is young and still devel- 
oping,but his prospects are ex- 
cellent.” Both physio Mike 
Varney and the final team mem- 
ber, masseur Peter King, concur. 
“There are much bigger guys 
that I treat who can't take treat- 
ment at the depth Mark likes me 
to work. I can see him coming 
on in leaps and bounds,” King 
says. 

A gimmick, -or a profession- 
al approach lo a sport renowned 
for its amateur approach? Mil- 
ton says: 1 * Squash is a very insular 
sport It doesn't look outside it- 
self enough. Some of the world's 
top 10 players are not earning 
whal Mark is getting. But this it 
only the start." 



YOU E-MAILED THE MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT BY MISTAKE. 
THAT’S TERRIBLE. 

HE’5 NOT ALLOWING NEARLY 
ENOUGH GARLIC 



SHOW YOU HOW YOU CAN 
SENP PATA INTERNATIONALLY, 
SEAMLESSLY, INSTANTLY 


HOW COME YOU KNOW 
SO MUCH ABOUT 
CHILLI CON CARNE l 
AT YOUR AGE ? 



AT MY AGE, EVERYTHING 
ENDS UP LOOKING LIKE ^ 
CHILLI CON CARNE. 



FreeCall 0500 500 400 

Mercury Communications Limited, New Mercury House, 2S Red Lion Square, London WC1R 4HQ. 
http://www.mercury.co.uk 
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When mankind meets machine, Mercury can help. 



Chaloner: Taking care of business Photograph: Peter Jay 
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and Cooper 

Tim Glover sees the semi-finaHine-up 
settled in golfs Sunningdale Foursomes 


About the only thing that 
changes over the Old Course 
are the names of the winners of 
the Sunningdale Foursomes. 
Nearly 70 years ago Bobby 
Jones shot 66 here and be 
would still remember every 
hole. He would probably also 
recognise the menu, the only’ 
concession to modern devel- 
opments being a reassurance 
that the beef comes- from the 
“finest Scottish herds grazed 
naturally*’. As for. humble pie, 
the recipe is as it always was. 

Reputations count for nothing. 
Yesterday morning, in the fourth 
round - of the 55th Foursomes, 
Richard Boxall and .Derrick 
Cooper, defending champions, 
were sent packmgbyacobple of 
teenagers. But then this cham- 
pionship, played by young and 
old, amateur and professional, 
male and female, prize rooster 
and feather duster, is a timely 
reminder that golf is perhaps the 
most humbling of sporti 

Last Sunday the Australian 
Wayne ROey was being feted as 
the Portuguese Open champion 
in Lisbon, confirmation that he 
is now a serious contender fol- 
lowing his victory in the Scottish 
Open at Carnoustie last sum- 
mer. Riley, whowon £54,000 in 
RntugaL paid a modest entry fee 
to play in the Sunningdale Four- 
somes and yesterday he. too 
shook hands with humility. • 

Riley, who has a house in - 
Camberley, Surrey, partnered 
Gary Smith, the professional at 
Camberley Heath. Smith coach- 
es Riley and Boxall so yesterday 
was not exactly the most mem- 
orable day of his career. Sean 
Whiffin, a professional from 
Enfield, and his amateur part- 
ner, Jeremy Jones, were four up 
after 12 holes before Riley ana 
Smith, in tandem with pendulum 
putters, restored the balance. 

The match went to extra holes 
and at the 20th Riley's 10-footjrutt 


. forvkxoiy.bcbbledalarinin^yand 
kicked left. The end came at the 
21st,: the short par-four third, 
where- Smith left his pitch shot 
woefully short and Jones chipped 
towitiunfourfeetof the flag, en- 
abling his partner to win the 
hole and the match with a birdie 
force. Alas Smith and Riley. 

Boxall and Cooper, seasoned 
campaigners on the European 
Tbur. were given short shrift by 
a couple of amateurs not yet old 
enough to understand the coin- 
cidence of nerves with a four-fool 
putt. Luke Donald, 18. from 
Beaconsfield, and Michael 
O’Connor, 19, from Stoke Foges, 
were in .receipt of two strokes 
from Boxall and Cooper but it 
was a superfluous advantage. 

Donald and O’Connor won 
four of foe first five holes and 
Boxall and Cooper were put 
put to grass at foe 14th, The 
teenagers finished in style, Don- 
ald holing a 10-foot putt for an 
eagle three ibsecurea handsome 
5aiid 4 win. Donald and O’Con- 
nor took an even shorter cut, 
ratting out Kenilworth's Warren 
Btadoti and Gareth Jenkins 7 and 
5 in the quarter-finals. 

This morning Donald and 
O'Connor meet Whiffin and 
Jones m.foe'semi-finals, In the 
other semi, foe Scottish pairing 
of tour professionals Gillian 
Stewart and Julie Forbes play 
John Morgan and Mark llan- 
drom. Stewart, a beaten finalist 
in 1987. has foe assistance here 
this week of Ian Wright, the fo r- 
mer caddie to Seve Ballesteros. 

Stewart and Forbes were two 
down after two against Richard 
Hurst and fievor Patereon and 
were one down playing the Ififo, 
They won the bole with foe ben- 
efit ofashotoff the handicap and 
won foe 18th and the match with 
a five to a six after their opponents 
had been bunkered. Humble 
pie was also on thesirpper menu. 
Scores, Sporting Digest, page 31 


Ballesteros has 
to withdraw 


Seve Ballesteros was forced to 
withdraw after playing only 10 
holes of foe Players' Champi- 
onship at Ponte Vedra Beach in 
Florida yesterday. 

The Spaniard, who is lan- 
guishing in 174th place' in the' 
European Order of Merit after 
playing only twp events oh the . 
season’s tour, suffered more 
problems with his back. 

Ballesteros, winner of. three 
Opens and two US Masters, re- 
ported that his back, which had 
forced him recently 10 take a 
five-month break from golf, felt 
fine on the range and did not 
tighten up until he had hit his 
sixth tee shot. 

■ “I can’t swing the club. I 
couldn’t get it far enough back 
and couldn't swing it forward,” 
he said. Ballesteros still hopes 
to play next week in Atlanta and 
at the Masters the following 

WC^lCa 

- BaUcsteros. recently named 
captain of the European Ryder 
Gjp team, shot 41 for his first 
nme and then bqgeyed foe loth • 
hole to stand six.over par when " 
life pulled out. : 

.vjnSanto da Serra. England’s 1 " 
raul Lyons at last made a name 


for himself on the European cir- 
cuit when he took a share of the 
first-round lead infoe Madeira 
Island Open. ■ 

The 29-year^old from Brom- 
Iey, playing only his fourth tour 
event in' a' professional career 
dating back to* 1987, had an ea- 
gle and five birdies in a foiir- 
under-par 68, which 'on a 
blustery day was. good-enough 
to put hnn alongside another 
Englishman, RosS MSRiriane; 
in therace for foe25&0iX) first 
prize. • ?: 
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focuses on his chance to make history 



There are those 

Chelsea players for- 

whom Wembley 1994 
remains suchaf bitter 
memory ' that even.. 

now, two- years on, 

they find it impossible towmcfc 
a recording of the gabie: ftar 
Mark Hughes there is no play- 

occasions swell the, video col- 
lection in the. Hughes house- 

boki One more and he ynD have 


"achieved something no other 
nlaycr this century can Jay oaim 
to and as fate would have it the 
side who at Villa Park on Sun- 
day obstruct his Wstnbley return 
and a shot al a historic third wm- 
Tjer's medal islhe onehe left be- 
VhindJasl summer. 

It is a mark of the man and 
the service he guaranteed 
through many campaigns that 
.letters of appreciation from 
United supporters doubled the 
daily load of the postman who 
calls at the Chelsea training 
ground.. The .flood of corre- 


Obstructing the Chelsea striker's pursuit of FA Cup glory in 
Sunday’s semi-final is his former club. Trevor Haylett reports 



there can be no divided loyal- 


spondence has stopped these 
past two weeks, but that is only 
to be expected. Of all the as- 
pects to semi-final day, senti- 
mentality is not one of them. 

Hughes, the arch competitor-, 
would have it no other way. “Be- 
cause of my affection for Unit- 
ed this could have been a 
difficult game for me but they're 
the team standing in the way of 
me getting to Wembley and 


Ulbiw ww 

tics as far as l am concerned. 

The chances of Chelsea mak- 
ing it will rise considerably if th e 
strong man at the head of their 
attack shakes off a calf suan, a 
legacy of the quarter-final 
against Wimbledon. According 
to Glenn Hoddle. the Chelsea 
manager, it was a ga m e that best 
showed what Hughes is all 
about: skill, aggression and to- 


tal commitment- and woe betide 
anv injury that dares come be- 
tween Hushes and his destiny: 

■ This is a big, big game for me 
and it would be disappointing not 
to make it, but the muscle feels 
better than it did at the weekend 
and 1 should be all right/ 1 
As the focal point of their 
link-up plav, Hughes has been 
crucial to Chelsea’s improve- 
ment. the one whose ability to 


retain possession frees runners 
and enables Ruud Gulbit to 
prime those extravagant. laser- 
accurate passes. “Mark s expe- 
rience and big-game pedigree 
have been important to us all 
season" Hoddle said simply. 

At 32. Hughes's desire re- 
mains as intense as when he first 
emerged at Old Trafford 13 
years ago. Frequently it carries 
him over the line of accept- 
ability. and an appearance be- 
fore the Football Association 
next week to explain the indis- 
cretions which have accumu- 


lated 45 disciplinary points that 
could put his appearance at 
Wembley in jeopardy. 

It is one facet of his game that 
has disappointed him since he 
arrived at Stamford Bridge. 
TTiat and scoring goals. He has 
eight but knows it is insufficient 
in a side short of marksmen. 

-It’s different at United 
where the goals tend to be 
spread around the team. Apart 
from Eric [Cantona] there s 
Ryan [Giggs], Lee Sharpe and 
so many others. Andy Cole has 
taken slick unfairly for the 



Hughes: No divided loyalties 


chances he has missed. He has 
contributed a lot with his work 
outside the box, and 1 just hope 
he doesn't lake it out on us by 
knocking one in on Sunday. 
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INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL: Venables and 

England subdue 
their detractors 


McCarthy suffers losing start 

Flaws in 
the new 
Republic 
format 
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It is often hard to read friendlies 
and Wednesday's international 
between England and Bulgaria 
was no exception.' There are 
some who believe that foreign 
teams only trv m competitive - 
matches and view every Engsh 
performance accordingly- If Eng- 
land win easily, the opposition 
were not interested; if they do 
not, Engbuid were rubbish. 

Such a simplistic view ignores 
the fact that even a settled side t 
like Bulgaria has people playing 
for their places, and every coun- .• 
iry has its pride. With slight reser^ 
various England's 1-0 win over 
Bulgaria, one of the dark hors- 
es for Euro 96, was impressive, r 
The reservations concern 
England’s inability to kill off 
their opponents in a first half 
when the visitors may nave 
been less than fully committed; 
and their loss of dominance m 
the second period. 

Having only assembled on 
Tuesday, and then -lost both 
Hristo Slioichkoy.and an ear- 
ly goal. Bulgaria could be for- 
given for starting slowly. The 
second half, when more moti- 
vated fringe players were in- 
troduced, and senior players 
reacted to a half-time tongue- 
^ lashing, may be a truer mdi- 
• cation of their mettle - and 

England’s ability. • . . 

Yet England were still uie bet- 
ter side. By the time David Sea- 
man was exercised in the dosing 
stages Teddy Shermgham. Les 
Ferdinand and Steve McMana- 

nxan had each had chances to se- 


cure victory. It was a night when 
no England player could be said 
to have played badly. Stew 
Stone, though more subdued, 
was typically solid and was a fre- 
quent visitor to the b<x^ 
time the knock-downs did not taU 
his way. On the other flank 
McManaman illustrated his 
growing confidence at this level 
with a couple of thrilling runs. 
Both players came inside while 
maintain ing England’s shape. 
Wfth Paul luce and Paul Gas- 
coigne holding the centre. Eng- 
land had an encouraging 

balance. . 

. luce made -a fine return. 
“Just fike the old Paul Ince of 
Manchester United," it was 


ables. ^Playing m Italy has 
opened his mind tactically. 
Indeed, this was a more re- 
strained Ince, no longer chas- 
ing dll over the park, diving m 
with tackles, and being caught 
out of position and in the ref- 
eree’s notebook. 

Though Ince says he is the 
same player, .he is not. He ap- 
pears to have accepted that ms 

best role is as a defensive mid- 
fielder, protecting the back four 
and 'only advancing when ap- 
propriate. At one stage on 
Wednesday he stepped mto 
central defence when Gareth 
Southgate moved forward; at 
another he filled the right-back 
snot as Gary Neville pushedup. 

- ftbhmghnommdftradGuK 

■ fits assertion, before the New- 
castle United-Manchester 
United game a few weeks ago, 
that it was Manchester, not New- 


castle, whose game more close- 
ly matched Dutch total football. 
Gullit pointed out that Man- 
chester players were better at 
filling each other's positions. 
Later that night there was a clas- 
sic example when Gary Neville 
went forward. As the attack 
broke down one looked to the 
right-back spot, and there was 
Eric Cantona, filling the hole. 

Venables is aiming for simi- 
lar versatility with his players. 
This needs ability as well as dis- 
cipline. It is all very well a left- 
back being on the wing, or 
vice-versa, but he needs to 
know what he is doing when he 
gets there. Thus Venables’ pref- 
erence for young, flexible de- 
fenders, like the Nevilles, 
Southgate and Steve Howey. 

Some positions remain the 
home of specialists. The way Us 
Ferdinand took his goal will 
have given Venables — and Alan 
Shearer - much to think about. 
So, too, Fowler's appearance. 
While he had no chance to 
score, a sweet cross-field ball to 
McManaman illustrated both 
the growing range of his game, 
and his composure. 

Venables evening was 
capped by news of Darren An- 
derton, who had 45 minutes for 
Spurs reserves. He could yet be 
an influence in the summer. 

A footnote on a busy in- 
ternational night of 1 1 matches 
only the attendance in Dublin ex- 
ceeded that at Wembley. Ger- 
many could only attract 25,000 
to play Denmark, Belgium and 
France drew just 16,000, wjule 

Portugal had a derisory 3,000 tor 
the visit of Greece. 



DEREK POTTER 


- 

Scotland show their me 


Photograph: Empics 


Though he did himself and the 
Republic of Ireland no favours 
with a flash of frustration m 
Dublin, Roy Keane mav hjve 

helped to focus the 

England and Scotland before 
Euro 96. 

Russia were not just com- 
fortable on the ball” as man- 
agers say, they revealed a 
technique, speed of movement 
and thought and individual 
skills which are rapidly ex- 
panding in Continent^ nations. 

“Russia are one of the best 
teams in the world," Mick Mc- 
Carthy said after his first game 
in charge. McCarthy switched to 
a modern formal with three 
central defenders and two "wing 
backs" after the contrasting style 
that served Jack Charlton so wclL 
Against teams of Russia s 
calibre, the problems created in- 
dividual frustrations leading lo 
a red card for the acting captain, 
Keane, as much as collective 
failure. McCarthy hinted at 
that in his inquest on a 2-0 de- 
feat and the dismissal of Keane 
seconds before the end. 

•T have learned from a chs- 

at 


PHIL SHAW 
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Barrow buried under deluge of problems 

■ . , w Rnmher Bridge, and third- 




Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 

Barrow, once members of the 
Football League but now strug- 
oling to climb out of the Ura- 
Bond League, have endured a 
bad couple of weeks. They have 
lost a manager, two directors 
due to outside commitment^ 
and, worst of all, they base 
learned that theynwHnol t be ac- 
cepted back in tolheGMMiux- 

hall Conference, should they 

finish in a promotion position. 
Tony Heskeih resigned as 


nanaOTlartweektobecome as- 
sistant manager at Morecambe. 
Yesterday Graham Barrow, for- 
meriy in charge at Wigan and 
Chester, turned down the job, 
so caretakers Neil McDonald 
and Frank Ventre cany on. 

Fourth-placed Barrow axe 
ineligible for promotion to the 
Conference not because their 
Holker Street ground is inade- 
quate - they open a new stand 
against Winsford tomorrow r 

but because they did not submit 

sufficient financial details to 
the Conference in time. 

- The UniBond League lead- 


ers, B amber Bridge, and third- 
placed Hyde did not apply be- 
cause of their grounds. 
Second-placed Boston Urnted 
did not supply any financial de- 
tails to the Conference. 

Rushden & Diamonds, six 
points clear in the Beazer 
Homes League, and second- 
placed Halesowen Town, have 
been approved by the Confer- 
ence, as have five Icis League 
teams: Hayes (the leaders). En- 
field, Yeovil Kingstoman and 
Borebam Wood. Promotion is 
open to champions or runneis- 
up in all three feeder leagues. 


If football is a religion then 
Craig Brown is one of ns fun- 
damentalists. He cannot drive 
past a park game without stop- 
ping to affirm his faith. And 
where others perceive only 
bleakness, he finds satisfaction 
and solace. 

So it was that Brown, while 
wise enough not to claim that 
his team's 1-0 defeat of Aus- 
tralia might one day feature on 
the Match of the Nineties video, 
was quick to accentuate the : pos- 
itive aspects. Unfortunately for 
the 21,000 at Hampden Park, 
chief among these was the neg- 
ative one of stopping goals. 

England's low scorers be 
warned: Scotland are piling up 
dean sheets faster than a de- 
cent-sized Holiday Inn. After 
leaking only three goals in 1- 
games in qualifying for the Eu- 
ropean Championship tinals. 

they recorded “yet another ,as 


their manager proudly pro- 
claimed iL against Australia. 
Nor was it a feat to be sniffed 
at Brown insisted, ciung the 
Socceroos’ improving pedigree. 

This exemplary Scomsti 
meanness is due in significant 
part to Jim Leighton. For the 
T7-vear-old goalkeeper, reborn 
with Hibernian. Wednesday's 
shut-out was his 36th m 7*. in- 
ternationals, and he produced 
what Brown termed "a won- 
derful save" early in the second 
half to improve his tally. 

Australia's Mark Bosnich. 
probably among the lop 10 on 
the planet in Leighton’s posi- 
tion, said: “That’s the hallmark 
of a quality keeper, staying in- 
volved when vou don t have 
much to do. It was like a game 
of slow chess, but all of a sud- 
den Jim had to make a great 
save. In almost their next attack 
Ally McCoist scored, so the 
earae turned on that moment 

~ The Aston Villa keeper was 

intrigued by Scotland's ap- 


proach, which confounded his 
image of the game north of me 
wall. “They seemed to play 
within themselves and were 
more patient than 1 expected. 

I thought they’d work the flanks 
and gel in more crosses." 

Having said that, Bosnich 
noted with a rueful smile, the 
winner stemmed from just such 
a centre. Brown, asked whether 
the goal had dinched McOnsr s 
ticket to Euro 96. said he would 
“reserve judgement", but 
added: “Getting a header like 
that past a world-class keeper 
hasn’t done him any harm.’ 
McCoist’s place may be as- 
sured anyway. As unofficial 
entertainments officer, he is 
good for squad morale, and his 
knack of conjuring goals in 
tight contests could yet be in- 
valuable. "We want to know 
what his Lottery numbers are. 
Brown said. “The success he 
has, it can’t be long before he 
wins that too.’ 

Of the other fringe forwards. 


Kevin Gallacher did most to en- 
hance his prospects, not only by 
supplying the crucial cross but 
because he showed a com- 
modity scarce among Browns 
options: scorching pace. John 
Spencer was less conspicuous, 
though he was praised for his 
versatility. 

As a dummv run for the tac- 
tical battles ahead, however, the 
fame's value was questionable. 
Australia and the Netherlands 
may operate similar defensive 
systems, but the Dutch use 
theirs as a springboard for at- 
tack rather than to stifle the op- 
position. 

Brown expects a “much stiller 
test" in next month’s Copen- 
hagen friendly against Den- 
mark. the European champions. 
He may also be heartened to 
bear that Bosnich believes Scot- 
land will be “dangerous oppo- 
sition in the finals, especially u 
anyone underestimates them , 
and predicts that they could well 
reach the second phase. 


ippointing defeat that we can 
plav our system and we can 
compete at passing the ball 
around," McCarthy said. Tn the 
first half we were dithering at 
the back and clattering the bail 
forward. It was no good to us. 
But when we believed in itin the 
second half, we looked capable 
of competing and created a lot 
of problems for them." 

Liverpool's Mark Kennedy. 
Blackburn Rovers’ Jeff Kenna, 

a second-half replacement for 
the injured Andv Townsend, and 
goalkeeper Shay Given made 
outstanding contributions. 

The substitution of penalty ex- 
pert John .Aldridge before Steve 
Staunton's spot-kick was saved, 
added to Irish misfortunes. 

■ Northern Ireland made a los- 
ing start to their 199S World Cup 
campaign when they were beat- 
en 2-0 at home to Norway. The 
Irish striker Iain Dowie was sent 
off five minutes from the end. 
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Benn back 
in business 

Boxing 

VjpcI Benn yesterday ended ione 

efihe shortest retirements m 

historv while dismissing any 

Jtoce of 3 third fight ogams. 

•ween me and Eubank. It will 

never happen." the o 2 -year- 

old Benn said. “Tm nor 
to go out a loser, he added. I 
still have it in me- 

to go back. I feel naked with- 
^“bdarKTsWbridBo^Or- 

IssyMtfS 


Athletics _ 

Kamn Krabbete successM avacoutos 
tie which ended 

the world authorities to soften tnwr 
penalties for drug cheats. As a nsufc 
German athtettsran now 
ratethe 1AAF to court and J*n tfthey 
are banned for mors than itwo years, 
fcfcbe is nor expected to mate a come- 
back. 


«Sr Dates 117 Houston 114: IW* 98 

82: Searoe 132 CtwWM 




FootbaH 

th« Fndsieirti League has followed the 

of First Dhrswri riMures 
5 May 13pm 

BtacKpool u> Scaitxxaugi ino 
Southampton to 

ncSti to Snsa Ram LjtMn 

M Mriandeo Bamsley to BiphOP j”.™-: _ 


ShanaeS- 

I^OCHAMPIONSMPS 
NamHMB w 


— 24-13; Entfand Dt SOWh 
» Ti raiand 22 - 18 ; 



iZJ *, nhfaA ntotta CoiitvtD W0« tapn; w™ 

to Mrrsw Mn 
totpjoy lo Chestpriew 

SSSMlBcer) 

flurtfindg-- to Cw*f4»y: W» 
BtofinSSflunflwIwil *o Sh 5**X'? ! rE5d 

dSms^.P-IAWW-™ Ch* 

LATE RESUUS: I ntoull onal 

gggfgaaS ffltBg fK: 

^ Franco 


Pdard 0 SW» LMtta 


Cmfatnca: Gateycap ^ 
m- Homos Promtar DtviJJorc KJJWJ 

SfraTtoaSaTi 3akw* o CawOnUffl CBya 
MitaE ScKM BMuar 2 PbSP> Hbtisb! 

LoofiM Rrsl OtvWon: 

JSrDWtsioa: Orenossfflr 2 Non?) L&g> l.D”; 

2 Tuffley 

‘i»^r aL5gSas?'BS 

-SgaS^'Bg a.'gg g 

SaSassssw 

«S|3Bb!S5SJSSSE 



SEwore'Monjnflum P® 8 ® 3 Dw ? / ‘5®^ 

isss 

5- was* 2 S fuftewpe 0. Avon hwur- 
DMrior: Br.STd Row« 

ttaShl S 

MBwaU 3: ToowiMra 3 angrum o. secow ^ 


vision: Ban 1 Cwitfl 4: 

C^,°pSwbin 

A raws 1 Iraq 0 
WM. Scum 

aSo onacty lo* Dutrt 

Affihem n tv flfMfrghflP L Fonuw Sinard «■ 

U TSBirE 0: Ato 

2 towLi E^l- V 0 *™™ 3 pSfrev 

UmkUM posttonr 1 Aim JP27 . jti 
L wSrn (27-61 1: 3 

SpaJitWi Uoieoe: 

lenda 133-MI. 

Golf 

CJBJNJNGDALE FOURSOIIIES rsanafa«iw« 

cS^BStol 

anS I FotOW iScOXlafldl 

wTcampw" p^i 

si J Cnaiiaf' tOwa nm: Spami j. 
TYudVn fSo*£ PitfBSl ^ 19tP; i Uvwley 
£ (Moor Panv' « N 

m h ana A wa»« (BUBBI 

Pm*. « « lg»" 

r«ggi 


and 5 1 Swwan and Forties W rt,rst ®n0 

Gra>- 6 and 5: ^Vxpn and LanOviio W UvWe> 
and Bo9»we* 2 and 1. 

Ice hockey 

NHU Boson 5 Hotfori 5 to): Dewfl * 9^ ° 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 
W 


L T 6F GAPTS 


m&HB& — 

44 

257 

Boston 



Otpmm-. ... 

15 


M 34 9 216 234 69 
IS 38 7 214 230 W 
.15 S4 A 169 2£2 34 


ahaniic division 

MY Range** 
PhfiadetpMa 


21 14 252 W M 

22 13 2-W 188 89 

» 26 9 233 215 85 

3SSIwta*r_._35 2B 10 209 188 

3 4 2S 11 193 11 

TUS 29 11 217 229 77 

—20 45 8 205 286 48 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

12 5 291 163119 
t gatraft. 25 12 247 195 88 

~~ " TI 30 13 200 218 75 

gL lgiis .-^- ^ ^ 225 23 a 72 

Toronto — ■ ~ X- — .E, nea B9 

37 13 204 249 59 

p *°^f n ?? nSt0t V 23 id 292 219 »4 
C^gyf^rirll 32 11 218 ^4 n 
•?!g?Lrr n a 32 15 260 262 73 

w 37 7 206 225 65 

EdraonWt ^ 31 J JS2 » 

S" 230 317 43 
f denoas Bes: Conference wort: * ■*K/«rpBy- 
0#f Oartfu ” £®£W° Dntslof tide. 


Motor racing 

The Fnsnch driwr EmmanuB(C(Jwd^-.4 p 
has joined Tyrrell for the .1996 Formu- 
la One season. He will initially help the 
British -based team with toting but is 
also a reserve dmrer should Mika baio 
or Ukyo Katayama become unavailable. 

Tennis 

UpTON CHAMPIONSHIPS (Kf» W«»»; 
Florida) MM'5 quartaf-ftnate A BoetSin F» 
hr J Counei IUS) 7-6 2-6 7-5i A Afiass. iLtoi 
01 M Joyce (US) 64 B-L Mmwn s 
StalwE Ru&n IUS) bt G SatBWMArg) 6-3 
^7^3; n Habsudma (Stouaki w I Sprto iRoni 
6-» 7-5. 

CASABLANCA MEN'S OPEN TOURNAMENT 
(Casablanca. Morocco) Stages, mm** 1 
round: A BeraMneaii iSpl m H ^ <Mon 6- 
1 6 - 3 : (3 ScftaBw (Sib M M Goedner l&en 7-5 
6_ 7 R FtomtWE » j 0 **' 1 

M: J NouaV iCz Rap) bt F Ma® Oil . -6 b-2- 



Football 

BORO GAIS LEAGUE OF RELAND Prernter M- 

vMow Dm«*da UtO v Gahtay LUO: 5ne«KWrne 
» ShanTOaTRowo: Si Painsi' , s AiNew: v UCT: 
ArtWwie Town vEwwians las 7.45). 

AVON WSURANCE COMSTNATION F>st DMsIoir 
West Ham v Portsmouth 12.01. 

Rugby League 

STONES SUPER LEASUfc & pernio tn « 

Sheffield I Charter Stadtutn. Pans. r.3Ui. 

Other sports 

BOlf: Sumeqpaie FouraotTas iSurr.^goeta'. 
BN0OKER: Benson fi«l Hedgtfe Itsn Mastws 'Ocas 
Comown. Mdarei. 

SPEEDWAY: Premier League: Bede rfue « 
Coxeffliy n 301. Orfom > Swmoon i . x». 


Be the first in the know 
to find the best snow! 

a 0891 333 110 

Accurate, up-to-date diuJ weather 
reports from over 100 resorts in ^urcT"-' 
and Nonh \mcrica bv phone « 

(For 2 tiv rep.'rt plea* a phone 
an^iheri to 'vur fa\ machine i. 


FRANCE AUSTRIA 
* ITALY 

* SPAIN & ANDORRA '^ 
■••-• BULGARIA & ROMANIA 
NORTH AMERICA 
:h SWITZERLAND 
■i- SCOTLAND 


CjD, m ctorsrd al Ittatain cheap n| r 
ml)ll aihtr bmo 





and 49p/tiun 
FtT a «tuh' sviwpsK ot “lei condition!, call 

SK1FAX 0897 300 330 

The Ski Facts 

OU&tafhfewvIcc cod £l-5Wn»n 
wfaildHiHSii^te 


/•pcJuaWiw*.'! t!. rtVhhwpon 
HAJmf OKI -S* -tn t 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL. ENGLISH TURF. 
CALL 0500 35 35 35 FOR TICKETS. 

Come and see 350 pounds of mean beef in action. Venue. White 
Hart Lane. Tottenham • Home games: April 14. May 6. May 19, 
May 27. June 16 - Pre-game Power Party at 12.00pm - Kick off at 
3 oopm - Courtesy shuttle bus with return service from Seven 
Sisters tube - Half-price admission for children 12 and under 
. Season tickets: get 5 for the price of 4. 
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CASEY SEEKS A PLACE IN THE SUN | 

Ken Jones meets the Grand National trainer of 


THE INDEPENDENT ^FRIDAY tt MARCH 199G 1 

Rough Quest . page 28 


Peschisolido’s return enlivens quiet deadline day 


Football 

GUY HODGSON 

Transfer deadline day. tradi- 
tionally a fevered rush to gel 
players registered, passed with 
almost eerie tranquillity yes- 
terday. Typical of the mood, the 
one record that was broken be- 
longed to non-League Rushden 
& Diamonds. 

The total amount of money 
exchanging hands was less than 
£5m whichcuneure with the less 


than dramatic trend of recent 
years and the highest price was 
the £1.4m Manchester City paid 
for the Georgian international 
striker Mikhail Kavdashvili. 

The prke for the most in- 
triguing move went to Paul 
Peschisolido whose £600,000 
transfer from Stoke went 
through two minutes before 
the 5pm deadline. His destina- 
tion is Birmingham City and his 
wife -cum-ma nagi ng director, 
Karren Brady. 

Other than that the highest 


profile transfer was at Black- 
bum Rovers, where the man- 
ager Ray Harford took his 
spending in the past week to 
past £4m by signing Grimsby 
Town's Gary Croft. The 22- 
year-old defender, who can 
play either as a left-back or cen- 
tral defender, cost an initial 
£lm. which could rise by an- 
other £700.000. and follows the 
£3.2m purchase of Ganv Flit- 
croft from Manchester City. 

Strangely, the chief activity 
centred at a place where trans- 



of running for 
England post 


Cricket 

DAVID LLEWELLYN 

John Emburey has pulled out of 
the running for the job of Eng- 
land coach. The 43-year-old 
former England and Middlesex 
off-spinner, who was believed to 
have been the choice of Ray 
Illingworth, the chairman of se- 
lectors. informed the Test and 
County Cricket Board of his de- 
cision yesterday. 

That leaves the way dear tor 
the other two contenders: the 
favourite. David Lloyd, who is in 
Jamaica on Lancashire's pre-sea- 
sun lour: and Phil Neale. War- 
wickshire's director of coaching. 

Neale. 41. who captained 
Worcestershire to successive 
County Championship wins in 
1988 and 1989. said yesterday 
from Cape Town, where he is 
helping Warwickshire prepare 
for their pre-season tour, that 
he wants the job. “I would love 
to be involved in the England 
set-up in some way.” he said. 

The TCCB chairman. Den- 
nis Silk, had announced that a 
decision would be made by this 
evening, but that is not guar- 
anteed. With two of the leading 
candidates out of the country it 
may not be possible, although 
after the last 10 days or so no 
one should be surprised at any- 
thing after this latest episode 'in 
the soap opera of English crick- 
eL The weekly serial will no 
doubt throw up another twist 
next week. 

But unlike David Graveney's 
exit from the election for chair- 


man of selectors. Emburey was 
not put under any pressure by 
anyone else. He has just taken 
up a four-year post as coach to 
Northamptonshire, believed to 
be worth a total of £200.000. 
The TCCB, who approached 
Emburey on Tuesday to estab- 
lish whether he was willing to 
be considered for the post, 
have made it clear that the Eng- 
land coach's job will be just for 
the summer. Even if it paid 
£30.000 for those six months, it 
would not make financial sense 
for Emburey to accept it on 
those terms when there is so 
much more security with 
Northamptonshire, who said 
that they would not have stood 
in Embiirey's way had he been 
offered the job. 

Lloyd, at 49 is the oldest of 
the candidates and he is be- 
lieved to be on a short-term con- 
tract with Lancashire, so the 
brevity of the England deal 
would probably not worry him 
unduly, particularly since it is 
likely "that Lancashire would 
leave his job open for him if 
Lloyd failed to produce the 
goods. A major factor in his 
favour is that if Lloyd were of- 
fered the job it might well in- 
fluence Michael Atherton to 
stay on as England captain, 
and Lord's wanfthat very much 
particularly since there is no ob- 
vious successor. 

Illingworth did not want to 
comment on Emburey's deci- 
sion, which was announced 
through his new county. In the 
statement Emburey. who last 
night flew to South Africa lor 
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ACROSS 

I Pad out supporrinu essav 

IS) 

6 Incisive, about to lance 
hand (4> 

9 Hybrid is beginning to 
transmute further 16) 

10 One in arrears conse- 
quently emered as 16a? 
t?) 

II Issues left in Red China, 
mosily resolved (8) 

12 Gilt-edged items? (6) 

13 Supple, our Tim - flexi- 
ble, very adaptable (5-7) 

lft Cm? Yes and no (4-8) 

19 A row in the Strand? (6) 

20 Enjovcd ihe reception? 
(8) ' 



22 Losing u thou, plaw on - 
just for the thrill of it? (7) 

23 East Europeans reported- 
ly at point in pass (6) 

24 Man’s vocalised song (4) 

25 Ghoulish set in original 
chiller IS) 

DOWN 

2 Occasion for a jam ses- 
sion, perhaps (4.4) 

3 Women in work produc- 
ing fabric 15) 

4 Defender accommodating 
North's heretical student 
of evolution (14) 

5 Fine, comparatively 
speaking, leaves one sol- 
vent (7) 


6 Alert everyone about haz- 
ardous ramble (5.4) 

7 Is timber incorporated in 
these models? 1 6) 

8 Dry Stale? (14) 

14 Orchestrator s approach 
reduced bright tone 
colour, we hear (9) 

15 Mishap with switch t'S) 

17 Quel! racket I the Mafia- 
type) in violent scene t 

18 Oppressive humbug - ulti- 
mate in tyranny 1 6 ) 

21 English lad's set up dodse 
(5)' 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0S91 311 017 

When you have the answer, to the Gnt three dues acrov, AND the first three dues itovn phone 0891. - j 1 91" end 
leave your answers with your name address and davtime tekrncme number by nudniyK [urudiL Each aav ihtre tv a 
case of Charles Wells Bombardier Premium Bitter to win. PUS Lrorti alt entries tor the week a winner will be se- 
lected fm a Weekend for two in a Charles. Wells Counirv HoteL 
Calk oyn ?¥p per minute cheap rale. 49p per minute all other times . 

Winners will be selected at random from aS correct entries recured. No cash alternative. Normal Newspaper Pub- 
lishing rules apply. Edi'iort dceiSKm is final. Winners' names can be obtained by scndini* an SAE to - Charlc* Wells 
Crossword. Unit A. Bow Hcrose. St Peters Road. Maidenhead 5L6 TOC 



fers were pursued but none 
took place. Leeds United 
turned down a £3Jm bid for 
Gary Speed from Everton and 
a £lm deal for Rod "Wallace to 
rejoin Southampton fell 
through. 

Speed, 26 and a boyhood 
Everton fan, has been the sub- 
ject of enquiries from Goodison 
before but yesterday's bid was 
the firmest and most substan- 
tial. It is understood that Joe 
Royle's offer made it past the 
“no chance" stage of negotia- 


tion to the Leeds board where 
it was rejected partly because of 
a fear of fans' reaction in the 
wake of the Coca-Cola Cup fi- 
nal defeat Even so. Howard 
Wilkinson, who has vowed to 
stay on as manager, is planning 
a clear-out. 

“I have never been a quitter. 
I have never run away from a 
problem in my life and I don't 
intend running away from this 
one,” Wilkinson said. 

Southampton's interest in 
Wallace, which broke down be- 


cause of the player's reluctance 
to return to The Dell, con- 
formed to type as there was 
transfer activity at the bottom 
of the Premiership. Bolton paid 
Bradford City £300,000 for 
goalkeeper Gavin Ward while 
West Ham also bought a new 
goalkeeper, Australian Steve 
Mautone, from Canberra Cos- 
mos for £30.000. In the First Di- 
vision, Charlton collected 
£250,000 by selling Kim Grant 
to Luton. 

As for Rushden & Diamoods, 


the Beazer Homes league lead- 
ers paid a non-League record of 
£85,000 to the GM Vhuxball 

Conference dub, Kettering, for 
striker Carl Alford. 

YE5T3BWS LEADING TRANSfSS: M*iv2d 


HBvtBasnwi, aparan ™ 

Ob’, £3Aos GayCafc Gnmstyto BtacMMn. 
£lm: Rad Pwcraowo, Sa*e td amweiam, 
£600,000; Gavin Wart, Bradford to Baton, 
£300000; Kbn Grant, Criwrton to Luton, 
£250,000: Pauf Cook. Cwiyffry m Tranmere. 
£250,000; Cart Gnffltns, PortsmaaffiLaPe 
hMift&v£22W»0; GwatoCaratareCaDv. 
UM& IO Pfrmown. £200,000; Scott Taylor. 
Milted to Boton. £150,000; DaM taw, 
Leicester to Wigan, £125^00; Awjwrtot- 
bmore. Carlisle to Grms&y, £ 22 W 00 ^Stew 
Cowe. flaw VBa to StanckXl, £10Q.OOftMar- 
on Gray, Sumferfand to Oxford, £100,000. 


a 12 -day pre-season tour with 
Northamptonshire. said: 
“While being very honoured 
and flattered at being consid- 
ered by the TCCB's executive 
committee I have decided after 
due and careful thought, that I 
do not wish to be put forward 
as a candidate. 

*‘I feel at this stage of my ca- 
reer that I would benefit from 
gaining more experience in a 
cricket management and coach- 
ing role. Having gained that nec- 
essary experience I would be 
better qualified to serve Eng- 
land It is my fervent desire and 
ambition to work with the in- 
ternational team at some time 
in the future and I fully appre- 
ciate the experience of manag- 
ing the England A team on their 
recent tour of Pakistan.” 

Unlike Emburey, who played 
64 times for England Neale has 
no Test experience, but he said: 
"I took England A to South 
Africa and Lidia and it didn't 
stop me doing a good job. I 
didn't think I was lacking any- 
thing when it came to knowl- 
edge of cricket." 

Meanwhile David Acfield 
announced the make-up of his 
six-man working party which has 
been set up to look into the run- 
ning of the national team. The 
Essex chairman has called on 
two former England captains, 
David Gower and Mike Gat- 
ling, who will be joined by the 
Lancashire chairman. Bob "Ben- 
nett. Micky Stewart who was 
England's first manager from 
1986 to 1992, and Tim Lamb, 
the TCCB’s assistant secretary. 



Jamie Osborne tumbles from Black Humour in the Martel! Cup Chase at Aintree yesterday, breaking Ms collar- 
bone and missing the winning mount in the next race, Ask Tom Report and results, page 29; photograph. Allsport 


Williams 

dispute 

Senna 

findings 


Motor racing 

Patrick Head, the technical 
chief of Williams Formula One 
team, has disputed the official 
findings of the inquiry' into the 
rtfrn fh of Ayrton Senna at the 
1994 San Marino Grand Prix at 
Imola which blames steering 
failure for the fatal accident. 

The report , says the steering 
column on the three-times world 

champion's Williams suffered 
metal fatigue and onfy a small 
part of it was intact when he lost 
control of the car and crashed 
into a wall Head disputes that. 
“We haven't had the opportu- 
nity to-Iook at any of inc parts 
properly, but it [the conclusion] 
would not tie in with the data 
we have from the car," he said. 

He said m an interview with 
Autosport magazine that he is . 
not questioning the expertise of 
those who compiled the re- 
port, but he added: “The tech- 
nical report states in black and 
white that the data on the car ^ 
indicates that the steering was ■; 
working correctly at the time of 
impact. And then at the. end it 
says the car must have gone off ■, 
the track because the driver 
couldn't steer, it doesn't try to 
say how. the data does not tie in 
with their judgement.” 

The inquiry's findings have . 
yet 10 be jpubJished; but Pro- 
fessor Ennco Lorerizini, chair- 
man of the official investigating 
co mmiss ion, has confirmed its 
contents. 

Head concedes that there 
must have been fatigue cracks 
in the steering column of Sen- 
na's car. “The people who did 
the material analysis are too ca- 
pable to identify cracks and for 
there not to be cracks there," he 
says. 

Noting that many jumbo jets 
fly despite showing fatigue 
cracks, he' said it was a matter 
of “whether they are present to 
the extent to actually put a com- 
ponent at risk.’* 

. Head, was at pains to quash 
rumours that a modification to 
the car’s steering column had 
contributed to the accident. £ 
He said it had been done 10 
days before, the season started 
and scrutinised after the Phcif- 
icGrandPrix.wben the car had 
been hit tty Nicola Larinfs. 

u The steering column was 
subjected to a very careful fa- 
tigue crack detection in the 
factory and no cracks were- 
found on it," he said. ' ' 
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Agassi’s audacity thrills 


JOHN ROBERTS 

.reports from Key Biscayne 

Steffi Graf is one match from 
winning the Liptqn Champi- 
onship for a fifth time, having 
defeated the .American Lindsay 
Davenport. 6-4, 6-4, in the 
semi-finals here yesterday. 

Continuing the dominant 
form which has marked her 
matches, the Wimbledon cham- 
pion swiftly ended the eighth- 
seeded Davenport’s hopes of 
building on her encouraging 
performance against Graf in the 
last four of the event in Indian 
Wells. California, a week earli- 
er. Graf will now play either 
Chanda Rubin, the American 
sixth seed, or the unseeded Ka- 
rina Habsudova. of Slovakia. 

Yannick Noah patented a 
spectacular trick shot played 
through the legs which has be- 
come a challenge to would-be 
imitators. When it comes off. 
spectators love it, and Andre 
Agassi made their day en route 
to the men's semi-finals. 


Running towards the back of 
the court in pursuit of a lob from 
Michael Joyce. Agassi impro- 
vised a winner into the far cor- 
ner which astonished his 
American compatriot. “Never 
in a million years did I think he 
would ever come close to mak- 
ing it." Joyce said. 

It is doubtful that Key Bis- 
cayne has heard such a roar of 
appreciation, and the defending 
champion bowed to one and all. 
“Shots like that make it hard to 
retire,” Agassi said. “Down the 
road you think bock at moments 
like that and you think. ‘Wow. 
pretty exciting’.'’ 

Not that the 25-ycar-old 
Agassi is creaking towards the 
rocking chair. He intends to add 
to the stockpile of memories, 
and believes that his debut at 
the Olympic Games in Atlanta 
in July will rank among the best. 

Four years ago, he was too far 
down the world rankings, at No 
12, to be selected for the 
Barcelona Olympics, which 
took place only weeks after his 
triumph at Wimbledon. 


Agassi defeated Joyce, 6-4, 
6-1, and the cameo occurred in 
the third game of the second set 
Asked if such wizardry was like- 
ly to break an opponent's spir- 
it, he said: “I think it pisses them 
off more than anything,” 

Joyce, a 23 -year-old Cali- 
fornian. ranked No 71 in the 
world, simply marvelled at 
Agassi's audacity, and it is a lair 
bet that the Las Vegan's semi- 
final opponent, Arnaud 
Boctsch, would do the same. 

The personable Frenchman’s 
approach to his match in the 
quarter-finals delighted the 
crowd, who became impatient 
with Jim Courier's petulance. 
While the Floridan squandered 
all but four of 24 break points, 
and glowered at the line-judges, 
Boetsch took his three chances 
and enjoyed himself. 

Boetsch. the No 15 seed, has 
encountered Agassi once be- 
fore. losing, 6-3, 6-2. 6-0, m the 
third round of Lhe 1990 French 
Open, the American going on 
to be defeated by Andres 
Gomez in the final. 
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Orrell lose Healey to Leicester 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 


How convenient that Austin 
Healey should be in Hong Kong 
for this weekend’s international 
sevens and so miss Orrell's pio- 
neering four-mile journey to 
Wigan to play the champions, 
Leicester, tomorrow - because 
yesterday the Lancashire dub an- 
nounced the loss of their England 
A scrum-half to.- Leicester. 

Healey's absence, albeit 
diplomatic, from this match 
alone is bad enough but his per- 
manent loss is much, much 
worse for a club anxiously seek- 
ing resources to fund the new 


professionalism next season. 
The converted wing, at 22 an ex- 
ceptional prospect, has agreed 
a three-year contract from next 
season with his new dub. 

Not that Leicester have yet an- 
nounced their own plans for 
funding the new dispensation but 
a membership of 14,000 gives 
them a head start and anywav. 
as Peter Williams, Orrell's rug- 
by director, dolefijlly acknowl- 
edged, Healey will be only the 
latest in a line of high-quality ex- 
OrreD players. He joined the dub 
from Waterloo in 1994. 

“Austin has signed for Leices- 
ter to better his chances of 
playing for England and I have 
no qualms about his motives at 


all," said WlUiamsj whose- per- 
sonal experience, like Healey’s, 
includes leaving Orrell to take 
up a co n tract or offer elsewhere 
- though in 1988 it was rugby 
league that paid the wages. “It 
looks as though we are always 
going to lose good players bat 
that's the way of things.’’ 

A job is what rugby union is 
about to become to its leading 
practitioners - hence Healey’s 
move. Mark Ring, the former 
Wiles stand-off. is already in rug- 
by employment as West Hartle- 
pool’s player-coach and he wiU 
make his league debut against 
Saracens tomorrow, too late to 
save West from relegation unless 
it transpires that there is none. 


A single caU is "normally all ft takes to agree 
most daims.Thene are no complicated forms - 
to fill in, we can collect your car and return . “ : 
it to you following a speedy, qisdiry repair ■ 
lft no wonder that 98% of . customers , 
would recommend our claims service -tri - 
didr friends. For the best service when yew - 
need it most, call Direct LTne today. 

0181 686 2468 01412262468 

tONDON . - .. GLASGOW “ -T 

0161 839 2468 0121 236 2468 

HArtCHfcitiat . . Birmingham' . 
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